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Introduction

All praise is due to Almighty Allah, and peace and blessings be upon His
Messenger Muhammad 2.

I[slam is a complete way of life built upon firm foundations, among the
greatest of which are the pillars of worship that purify the soul and
organize both personal and social conduct. This book Figh of “Fasting
and Zakat “is the fourth book in the Guide to Figh Series. It focuses on
two essential pillars of Islam: fasting (Siyam) and zakat, both of which
hold a central position in Islamic law and practice.

Fasting in the month of Ramadan is the fourth pillar of Islam. It is an act
of worship that develops God-consciousness, self-discipline, and
sincerity. Since fasting is governed by specific rulings related to its
conditions, pillars, nullifiers, and valid excuses, it is obligatory upon
Muslims to learn its rules in order to worship Allah correctly and avoid
errors that may affect the validity of their fast.

Zakat is the third pillar of Islam and a fundamental system for achieving
social justice and solidarity. It purifies wealth, strengthens compassion,
and supports those in need, thereby promoting balance and mercy
within society. Understanding the rules of zakat, its conditions, types,
recipients, and wisdom, is essential for fulfilling this obligation properly
and ensuring its positive impact on individuals and the community.
This syllabus aims to provide a clear and practical understanding of the
figh of fasting and zakat, enabling students to perform these acts of
worship with knowledge, confidence, and sincerity.

Latifa AlSaeed

Former Head of School Section- IPC
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Definitions:

Fasting (Siyam) in Islamic law (Shari’ah):

Abstaining from all things that break the fast (food, drink, smoking, and sexual
intercourse) from dawn (Fajr) until sunset (Maghrib), with intention.

History of its Legislation:

Fasting in the month of Ramadan was made obligatory in Sha‘ban in the second year
after Hijrah. The Prophet ¥ lived for nine years after that.

Evidence for the Obligation of Fasting Ramadan:

Allah & says:
585 AT AR Cha Gyl B 8 S Al kil o ) gial Gyl gl

"O you who have believed, fasting has been prescribed upon you as it was
prescribed upon those before you, so that you may attain piety."
(Al-Bagarah 2:183)

Narrated by Ibn Umar 4 that the Messenger of Allah £ said:
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"Islam is built upon five: the testimony that there is no god but Allah and that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, establishing prayer, giving zakah,
performing Hajj, and fasting Ramadan." (Bukhari 8)

Fasting is not merely abstaining from food and drink; it carries deeper meanings. It brings
psychological comfort, enhances moral character and religious commitment. It helps
build one's personality, control desires, and serves as a source of inspiration for social
and intellectual creativity.

Ruling:
Fasting Ramadan is obligatory upon every sane, capable Muslim who is not traveling or
ill.

Reward:

Narrated by Abu Hurairah «:the Messenger of Allah % said:
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"Every deed of the son of Adam is multiplied from ten to seven hundred times.
Allah said: Except fasting, for it is for Me and I shall reward for it..." (Muslim 1151)

Establishing the Month of Ramadan:

Allah 3§ says: L ) )
" o & ;!. ,au:'“é)s;eww"

""So whoever bears witness to the month, let him fast it." (Al-Bagarah 2:185)

Abu Hurairah narrated that the Prophet £ said:
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“When you see the new moon (of the month of Ramadan) fast, and when you see
(the new moon of Shwwal) break your fast. If it is obscured, complete thirty days."
(Muslim 1081)

The month is confirmed by sighting the new moon of Ramadan on the 29th of Sha‘ban. If
not seen, Sha‘ban is completed as thirty days.

Testimony:
The testimony of one upright Muslim is sufficient to confirm the start of Ramadan.

Who Must Fast?

Fasting is obligatory upon every Muslim, male and female.
Allah & says:

(58 i) 08 o ol o Gk s gl il s Gl gl )

"O you who have believed, fasting has been prescribed upon you as it was
prescribed upon those before you that you may become righteous” (Al-Bagarah: 183)

Conditions:

- Must be legally accountable (adult and sane)

- Must be capable of fasting

Those excused must make up missed days: Fast a single day for each day missed. These
are

- The sick



..

- Women in menstruation or postnatal bleeding
- Unconscious or insane

Permissible excuses:
Those Permitted Not to Fast

1.

The Sick Person
A person who is ill is permitted not to fast if the illness makes fasting difficult or
harmful. This includes:

One whose illness prevents him from fasting.
One who becomes ill while fasting.
One who fears that fasting will worsen their condition or delay recovery.

The Traveler
A person on a journey is allowed to break the fast. According to the Shafi’i
school:

If a traveler begins his journey after the break of dawn, it is not permissible for
him to break the fast.

However, if he breaks it, he must make up the missed fast later, but no kaffarah
(expiation payment) is required.

Breaking the fast-during travel remains optional.

This concession does not apply to someone whose occupation involves
continuous travel, such as a driver.

The Elderly
Elderly men and women for whom fasting is difficult or harmful are permitted to
break the obligatory fast.

Instead of fasting, they must offer a substitute by feeding one needy person for
each day of fasting they miss.

(CSna plads 4538 45 gida) ) o ) bl J&

“And upon those who are able [to fast, but with hardship], a ransom [as
substitute] of feeding a poor person.” (Surah Al-Baqarah, 2:184)

Preventing excuses:
1. Menstruation or postnatal bleeding. They should fast the days they missed.
2. Complete unconsciousness. If he recovers even for a short time, he should fast.

=
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Pillars of Fasting:
1. Intention (Niyyah).
2. Abstaining from nullifiers from dawn to sunset.

First: Intention:
It is the resolve in the heart. For Ramadan, it must be made daily before dawn. Voluntary
fasting does not require prior intention.

(7701 i) "1 s 36 il g 5l 4 ol Sy ¥ 030 1l 0 Lkl g

Aishah narrated, the Prophet % said” Whosoever does not intend to fast before dawn.
There is no fast for him.” (Related by Al-Baihagi)

Second: Abstaining from nullifiers from dawn to sunset

a. Eating and Drinking

Whoever eats or drinks deliberately while remembering that he is fasting has
invalidated his fast, even if it is a very small amount such as a sesame seed, a drop of
water, or medicine. However, if it occurs out of forgetfulness, the fast remains valid.
Substances such as dust or saliva do not invalidate fast.

b. Substances Entering the Body

Anything that enters the body through an open passage in a way similar to nourishment
may invalidate the fast, such as:

e Drops entering the nose or ear
o Enema or internal treatments
o Vaginal douching

However:

o Eye drops do not invalidate the fast
o Injections (intramuscular, intravenous, or hypodermic) do not invalidate the fast

c. Vomiting
Vomiting invalidates the fast only if done deliberately and requires making up fast.
d. Intimacy Between Spouses

If marital relations occur deliberately while remembering the fast, the fast is
invalidated and requires:

=



e Making up the fast, and

o Expiation (5,4<) in this order:
1. Freeing a slave
2. Ifitis not possible, fasting two consecutive months
3. Ifunable, feeding sixty poor people

e. Seminal Emission

If caused deliberately, it invalidates the fast and requires making up the fast, but no
expiation is required.

f. Apostasy

Apostasy, whether through speech, action, or belief, invalidates all acts of worship,
including fasting.

g. Menstruation and Postpartum Bleeding

The occurrence of menstruation or postnatal bleeding invalidates the fast, and the
missed days must be made up later.

Recommended Acts While Fasting

1. Hastening to Break the Fast

M kil ) glae La o (el J13a WM 0B 85 A J gy O Ao A ) S Cn Jg 08
(1856 el
Narrated Sahl bin Sa’d: The Messenger of Allah % said:
“The people will remain upon goodness as long as they hasten to break the fast.”
(Related by Al-Bukhari, 1856)

2. Breaking the Fast with Dates

¥ ey cdple Jhaith | ai aag (a8 AU gy JB 1B dde A o il G il 00
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Narrated Anas ibn Malik: The Prophet ¥ said:
“When one of you breaks his fast, let him break it with dates; if he cannot find any,

then with water, for it is pure.” (At-Tirmidhi, 690)

3. Suhur (Pre-Dawn Meal)

"asJ:‘JM‘gAOEA a2 ) S gauy JUB 18 Als &\gﬂJ&hwuﬂ\&
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Narrated Anas bin Malik: The Prophet # said: “Take suhur, for indeed there is
blessing in it.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Time of Suhur

The time for suhoor begins from the middle of the night until dawn, and it is
recommended to delay it and take it as close to dawn as possible.

(JA;'::‘JJ) "JJM.“ ‘\9)5‘\9\)&5?‘ ‘\91%9 LAJ:IL.I‘!;\Aid‘J:Y" :d@%gﬂhﬁ‘&

Prophet % said: “My nation will continue to be upon goodness as long as they hasten
to break the fast and delay the pre-dawn meal (Suhur).” (Reported by Ahmad)

(JB Al )l il G ) 0
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Zaid bin Thabit «esaid:

“We took suhur with the Prophet £, then he stood for prayer. I asked, ‘What was
the time between the suhur and the adhan?’ He said, ‘The time it takes to recite fifty
verses of the Qur’an.” (Related by Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

4. Avoiding Actions That Negatively Affect Fasting

:%ﬂ\d}w)d@ .d&&ﬂ\ﬁ)ﬁ#ﬁ L;-.“CF
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Narrated Abu Huraira «: The Messenger of Allah £ said:
“Whoever does not give up false speech and acting upon it, then Allah has no need
for him to give up his food and drink.” (Al-Bukhari 1804)

Fasting is not only abstaining from food and drink; it also includes refraining from
everything Allah has forbidden, such as lying, backbiting, cursing, and not lowering
one’s gaze.

These actions are prohibited at all times, but it is even more important to avoid them
during Ramadan.

5. Saying “I am fasting” When Provoked

A Jgey JB 1B 4de ) oy B 0o
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Narrated Abu Huraira: The Messenger of Allah # said:

“Fasting is a shield. So, the fasting person should avoid sexual relation with his wife
and not behave foolishly or use obscene speech. If someone fights him or insults him,
let him say, ‘I am fasting’—twice.” (Related by Al-Bukhari)

For voluntary fasting, it is better to say this silently to avoid showing off (riyaa’).
6. Performing Ghusl Before Dawn

It is recommended for a person who is in a state of janabah to perform ghusl before dawn
so that they are prepared for prayer. However, being in a state of impurity (janabah) at the
time of Fajr does not invalidate the fast, as established in authentic narrations.

o Al (ha uin gh g sl AS 4 S AU Jgmy O slagis Al ) Aabs ol g Al o0
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Narrated ‘Aisha and Umm Salama .

At times, the Messenger of Allah £ would enter the morning in a state of janabah
after having relations with his wives. He would then perform ghusl and continue his
fast. (Related by Al-Bukhari)

7. Avoiding Cupping (Hijamah)

It is preferable to avoid cupping while fasting, as it may weaken the fasting person. The
same rule applies to donating blood.

8. Avoiding Tasting Food
It is preferable not to taste food during fasting in order to avoid the risk of swallowing it.

9. Supplications at the Time of Breaking the Fast

" Qﬂitﬁﬁj)‘,\s\gwéﬂﬁﬂ\ "L OB lad \3!015%@3\03 :SJAJCHSU.AQ‘Q
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Narrated Mu‘adh ibn Zuhrah:
When the Prophet £ broke his fast, he would say:

“O Allah, for You I have fasted, and with Your provision I have broken my fast.”
(Related by Abu Dawood)

iy o) i) g Ladal) cad B bl 13) 5 ) (S slegle ) a ) sas il GBS
(2358 352 5l ) " Al £L& ) saY)

14




Ibn ‘Umar narrated: When the Prophet % broke his fast, he would say:
“Thirst has gone, the veins are moistened, and the reward is assured, if Allah
wills.” (Related by Abu Dawood)

10. Feeding a Fasting Person

:%ﬂ\d\gu\;dﬁ;d@&ﬂ\gb\)g.\'@\ﬁl&@dgjcp
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Narrated Zayd ibn Khalid Al-Juhani:The Prophet # said:
“Whoever provides food for a fasting person to break his fast will receive a reward

equal to his, without reducing anything from the fasting person’s reward.”
(Related by At-Tirmidhi)

11. Acts of Worship in Ramadan

Being generous, giving charity, reciting the Qur’an, attending Qur’anic lessons, and
performing i‘tikaf, especially during the last ten days of Ramadan, are highly
recommended.

oWl e OS5 i oL (s (lidaa ) (2 (1985 L gl OIS g coaldll 350l 8 ol S
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Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas «:

The Prophet £ was the most generous of people, and he was even more generous in
Ramadan when Jibreel would meet him. Jibreel used to meet him every night of
Ramadan until the end of the month, and the Prophet £ would recite the Qur’an to
him. When Jibreel met him, he would be more generous than the blowing wind.
(Related by Al-Bukhari)

Makruh (Disliked) Acts While Fasting

Neglecting recommended acts, such as delaying iftar or skipping suhur, is considered
makruh.

Gargling excessively while fasting is also disliked. If a person rinses his mouth
excessively and water is swallowed unintentionally, the fast becomes invalid.

Other actions fall under the category of haram, such as lying, backbiting, and speaking
unlawful words.
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Making Up Missed Fasts (Qada’)

1. A Traveler or Sick Person

e A person who misses fasting due to travel or illness must make up the missed
days before the next Ramadan.

o Ifthe delay continues until the next Ramadan without valid excuse, he must both
fast the missed days and feed one needy person for each day.

e Ifaperson remains ill throughout the period until the next Ramadan, then only
making up the fast is required, no expiation is due.

If a Person Dies with Missed Fasts

e Ifaperson dies before recovering, no expiation is required.
o Ifthe person had time to make up the fasts but did not:
o A close relative may fast on his behalf.
o A non-relative may fast only with permission or if stated in a will.
o Otherwise, feeding one poor person for each missed day should be given
from the deceased’s estate.

1 Lagie dll () b Gl O
Ugs dpcabld] (5l o goc Lo 5 e (al () cdt) Jigmay " 0B 8 ) ) o) sl
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Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas:
A man came to the Prophet £ and said: “O Messenger of Allah, my mother died
owing one month of fasting. Should I fast on her behalf?” He replied: “Yes, for the

debt of Allah has more right to be fulfilled.”
(Related by Al-Bukhari)

2. Those Unable to Fast

A person who is chronically ill or elderly and has no hope of recovery should not fast.
Instead, for each missed day, he must feed one poor person.

Allahd§ says:
{OSiua gl 4338 43 gy () 10 )
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Narrated Abdullah ibn Abbas:

Explaining the verse: “And upon those who are able [to fast, but with hardship] — a
ransom of feeding a poor person,”

he said: This was a concession for the elderly man and woman who are able to fast
with difficulty. They are permitted to break their fast and feed one poor person for
each day.

The same concession applies to pregnant and breastfeeding women if they fear harm
(to themselves or their child).

(Related by Abu Dawud)

3. Pregnant and Breastfeeding Women

Ruling

If a pregnant or breastfeeding woman fears harm for herself or her child, she is allowed
not to fast, and she must:

e  Make up the missed fasts (qada’) before the next Ramadan

) J gy JB 108 Al U (i el g il 00
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Narrated Anas ibn Malik: The Messenger of Allah % said:
“Allah has reduced the prayer by half for the traveler and lifted fasting from the
pregnant and breastfeeding woman.” (Related by Tirmidhi)

Additional Ruling
If she does not fast out of fear for the child only, then:

e She must make up the fast (qada’)
e And feed one poor person (one mudd) for each missed day

Atonement (Kaffarah) for Breaking the Fast

This applies to the one who deliberately breaks the fast through sexual intercourse
during the day of Ramadan.

The Kaffarah (in order):
1. Freeing a slave

2. If unable — Fasting two consecutive months
3. Ifunable — Feeding sixty poor people

17




e The kaffarah is primarily upon the husband
o Ifthis occurs on more than one day, the kaffarah is repeated
e The missed days must also be made up (qada’)
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Narrated Abu Huraira:

A man came to the Prophet ¥ and said: “Indeed I had sexual intercourse with his wife
in Ramadan.” The Prophet said: “Do you find what will free a slave?” He said:
“No.” The Prophet said: “Are you able to fast two consecutive months?” He said:
“No.” He said: “Do you find what you can feed sixty needy persons with?” He said:
“No.” Then the Prophet was brought a basket containing dates and said to the man:
“Feed this (poor people) on your behalf.” The man said: “To someone poorer than
us? There is no household between its two lava plains (of Madinah) poorer than us.”
Then the Prophet said: “Then feed it to your family.” (Bukhari 1835)




Review Questions 1

Fill in the spaces with correct words:

Traveler — Fard - sexual intercourse - sick person - nose droplets - Sunnah - Itikaf

Read Quran — Makruh - Women in Menstruation

1. Fasting Ramadan is on every Muslim who is morally responsible and is
able to fast.

2. and are exempted from fasting.

3. should not fast.

4. and invalidates fasting.

5. Itis to hasten breaking the fast.

6. It is sunnah to and perform during Ramadan.

7

. Gargling while fasting is

Choose the correct answer:

1. If the sky was too cloudy while sighting the new moon of Ramadan, then Shaaban
is presumed to last for:
a. 29 days
b. 30 days

2. Those who are not capable to fast in Ramadan are to fast the missed
days later.
a. Obliged
b. Not obliged

3. Fasting is refraining from eating, drinking only, from dawn till sunset.
a. True
b. False
4. The pillars of fasting are:
a. Intention and refraining from invalidators of the fast
b. Refraining from invalidators of the fast only

5. Itis to intend at night for a voluntary fast.
a. Not necessary
b. Obligatory
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Delaying the suhur is:
a. Sunnah
b. Makruh

A girl ended her period just before fajr and had no time to take a bath:
a. She shouldn’t fast except after taking a bath
b. She should fast and later take a bath

If someone was forced to eat then his fast has been broken.
a. True
b. False

The atonement for breaking the fast by sexual intercourse deliberately is freeing a
slave and if not possible, fasting two consecutive months.

a. True

b. False

Cursing, lying and backbiting does not affect fasting:
a. True
b. False

Cupping is sunnah especially during Ramadan.
a. True
b. False

A traveler or ill person has to make up the missed prescribed fast:
a. Before the next Ramadan
b. During his life time

If the pregnant woman did not fast due to fear:
a. She shouldn’t fast after Ramadan
b. She should fast before the next Ramadan

If an ill person died before recovering for a while then there is no atonement for
his missed fast.

a. True

b. False

The sick person who has no hope of recovery should fast.
a. True
b. False

20




Voluntary Fasting

Fasting is recommended on all days of the year except for the prohibited days (which will
be discussed later). However, there are certain days on which fasting is especially
recommended:

1. Three Days of Each Month (Ayyaam al-Beedh)
(Preferably the 13th, 14th, and 15th of each lunar month)

N ‘ ;d@ﬁ?&\gb\;ﬁﬁﬁwi&
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Narrated Abu Huraira «:

“My close friend (the Prophet £) advised me to do three things, and I will not
abandon them until I die: fasting three days every month, performing the Duha
prayer, and sleeping after performing Witr.” (Bukhari 1124)
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Narrated Qatadah ibn Milhan al-Qaysi «:

"The Messenger of Allah £ used to command us to fast the white days: the
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth of the month. He said: ‘They are like fasting for
a lifetime.’"" (Related by Abu Dawud)

2. The Day of ‘Arafah (For those who are not performing Hajj)

.d&‘\.b ) Q,A'AJSJU\EL;.);CP
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Abu Qatadah. reported:
“The Messenger of Allah 2 was asked about fasting on the Day of ‘Arafah, and he

said: ‘It expiates the sins of the previous year and the coming year.”
(Related by Muslim)
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3. Fasting Tasua’ and ‘Ashura’

10 Lagle Al iy uibis (il (8
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Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas «:

“When the Messenger of Allah £ came to Madinah, he found the Jews fasting on the
day of ‘Ashura’. They (the Jews) were asked about it and they said: ‘This is the day
when Allah granted victory to Musa and Bani Israel over Pharaoh, so we fast it out
of gratitude.” The Prophet % said: ‘We have more right to Musa than you,’ and he
commanded fasting on this day.” (Related by Muslim)

4. Fasting Mondays and Thursdays
O "8l (e Jhug coumaddl agag Y ag a gy OISl O ) (O dalud
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Narrated Usamah ibn Zayd «:

“The Prophet £ used to fast on Mondays and Thursdays. When he was asked about
it, he said: ‘The deeds of people are presented (to Allah) on Mondays and
Thursdays "(Related by Abu Dawud)

5. Fasting Six Days of Shawwal
O J g oo i A Al (flaay e e 108 8 4 Jgmy O g i) il (il o
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Abu Ayyub al-Ansari <& reported that the Messenger of Allah ¥ said:
“Whoever fasts Ramadan and then follows it with six days of Shawwal, it is as if he
has fasted for a lifetime.” (Related by Muslim)

Breaking the Voluntary Fast

If a person is fasting a voluntary fast, it is permissible to break it, and there is no need to
make it up later.
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Narrated Umm Hani may Allah be pleased with her:

“On the day of the conquest of Makkah, Fatimah sat on the left side of the
Messenger of Allah %, and Umm Hani sat on his right. A servant brought a drink,
and the Prophet 2 drank from it, then gave it to Umm Hani, and she drank. She
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, I broke my fast while I was fasting.” He asked: ‘Were
you making up a missed fast?’ She replied: ‘No.” He said: ‘Then it does not harm
you if it was a voluntary fast.” (Related by Abu Dawud)

Prohibited Fasting
There are certain days on which fasting is prohibited:

1. The Two Days of Eid (Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha)
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Abu Huraira (4ic 4 =) reported:
“The Messenger of Allah £ forbade fasting on two days: Eid al-Adha and Eid al-
Fitr.” (Related by Muslim)

2. The Days of Tashreeq (The three days following Eid al-Adha)
It is not permissible to fast during these days.
sl 0 Ade A oy Al 0 S ol 0
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Narrated on the authority of Ibnu Ka‘b ibn Malik
“The Messenger of Allah £ sent him and Aws ibn al-Hadathan during the days of

Tashreeq to announce: ‘None will enter Paradise except a believer, and the days of
Mina are days of eating and drinking.’ ” (Related by Muslim)

3. The Day of Doubt (The 30th day of Sha‘ban when the new moon has not been
confirmed)

It is not permissible to fast on this day out of uncertainty.
KT aba (" las d&éeﬂ\u@uﬁﬁs@éﬁ ‘@Mgmeg\g%w&us
"EE Al ) s 288 asl)

23




Abu Ishaq reported on the authority of Silah: We were with Ammar on the day
when the appearance of the moon was doubtful, the meat of a goat was brought to
him. Some people kept aloof from (eating it). Ammar said: “Whoever fasts on this
day has disobeyed Abu al-Qasim (i.e., the Prophet £).” (Related by Abu Dawud)

4. The 15th of Sha‘ban

(For those who do not regularly fast the white days)
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Abu Huraira (4 4 &) reported that the Messenger of Allah # said:
“When the middle of Sha‘ban arrives, do not fast.” (Related by Abu Dawud)

Makruh (Disliked) Fasting

1. Continuous Fasting Throughout the Year
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Narrated ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (may Allah be pleased with them both): The Messenger of
Allah was informed that I used to say, “By Allah, I will fast during the day and
stand (in prayer) at night as long as I live.” I said to him, “I have indeed said that,
may my father and mother be sacrificed for you.” He said, “You will not be able to
do that. So fast and break your fast, stand (in prayer) and sleep, and fast three days
of each month, for a good deed is multiplied ten times, and that is like fasting for a
lifetime.” I said, “I can do better than that.” He said, “Then fast one day and break
your fast for two days.” I said, “I can do better than that.” He said, “Then fast one
day and break your fast one day; that is the fasting of Dawud (peace be upon him),
and it is the best fasting.” I said, “I can do better than that.” The Prophet said,
“There is nothing better than that.” (Al-Bukhari 1857)

2. Singling Out Fridays and Saturdays

It is disliked singling out Friday or Saturday for fasting without fasting a day before or
after, except in cases of obligatory fasting.
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Narrated Abu Huraira (+ic 4l = ,): “I heard the Prophet £ say: ‘None of you should
fast on Friday unless he fasts a day before it or a day after it.””
(Related by Al-Bukhari)

Fasting on Saturday
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Narrated As-Samma’ (= 4} =), the sister of ‘Abdullah ibn Busr:

“The Prophet £ said: ‘Do not fast on Saturday except what has been made
obligatory upon you. If one of you cannot find anything except the skin of a grape or
a piece of wood, let him chew it.” (Related by Abu Dawud)

I‘tikaf (Spiritual Retreat)

I‘tikaf means staying in the mosque for a specific period of time with the intention of
worshipping Allah, while observing certain conditions.

Rulings of I‘tikaf

The Prophet % used to observe I‘tikaf during the last ten days of Ramadan.

It was his regular practice to perform I‘tikaf in Ramadan. Sometimes he remained in the
mosque for the entire month. In the year of his death, he observed I‘tikaf for twenty days.
Since he consistently performed I‘tikaf during the last ten days, scholars consider it
Sunnah Mu’akkadah (a strongly emphasized Sunnah)
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Narrated ‘Aisha (e &) o= )):
“The Prophet £ used to observe I‘tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan until Allah
took his soul. Then his wives observed I‘tikaf after him.” (Related by Al-Bukhari)
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Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas (Lgic 4l = )): The Propheti said:
“The one who performs I‘tikaf is kept away from sins, and he is given the reward of
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all good deeds as if he had performed them.”
(Related by Ibn Majah)

Aims of I‘tikaf

1. To be alone with one’s Creator and focus entirely on the worship of Allah, while
cutting oneself off from worldly distractions.

2. To renew and strengthen one’s spirituality.

To increase time spent in reading the Qur’an, reflecting, and making supplication.

4. To reduce attachment to worldly pleasures, even when one is capable of enjoying
them.

(98]

o Ifaperson makes a vow to perform I‘tikaf (even for a short period), it becomes
obligatory upon them.

o [I‘tikafis invalidated by intimate relations with one’s spouse.

o Itis not invalidated by eating, drinking, or using the lavatory.

e Itis also not invalidated by menstruation or illness (rather, the person leaves and
resumes when able if applicable).
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Review Questions 2

A. Fill in the Blanks with the Correct Word:

Aashura — sunnah — Fard - Tasua’a - ten — Itikaf — five - fasting

1. Itis Sunnah to fast and

2. Fasting on Mondays and Thursdays is .

3. is to stay in the masjid for a specific period of time in the
worship of Allah while observing certain conditions.

4. Tt is Sunnah to perform I‘tikaf during the last days of
Ramadan.

B. Choose the Correct Answer

1. Tt is makruh to fast on the Day of ‘Arafah for those not performing Hajj:
a. True
b. False

2. If someone is fasting voluntarily, there is no need to make it up if it is broken:
a. True
b. False

3. TI‘tikafis not nullified by eating or drinking:
a. True
b. False

4. TI‘tikaf can be performed even for a short time (one moment):
a. True
b. False

C. Choose the Correct Classification

(Answers may be used more than once)
a. Makruh b. Haram c. Mubah d. Fard e. Sunnah f. Qadha

) Fasting on the days of Tashreeq
) Fasting in Ramadan

) Fasting on the first day of Eid

) Fasting three days each month

) Fasting only on Fridays

) Making up missed fasts

SNk =
AN AN AN AN AN AN
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Definition of Zakat

Linguistically:
Zakat means growth, purification, and blessing.

In Shari’ah:

Zakat is the payment of a specified portion of one’s surplus wealth annually, which is
distributed among the rightful beneficiaries.

Importance of Zakat

Zakat is the third pillar of the five pillars of Islam. It serves multiple essential purposes:
o It purifies wealth and the soul.
e It protects the poor from begging, stealing, and envying the rich.

o [t protects the rich from greed and selfishness.

Therefore, zakat holds deep spiritual, religious, humanitarian, and socio-political
significance in Islam.

Ruling of Zakat

Zakat is fard (obligatory) when one’s wealth reaches the prescribed nisab (minimum
amount).

Date of Legislation

Zakat was made obligatory upon Muslims in the month of Shawwal, in the second year
after Hijrah.

It is mentioned in conjunction with prayer more than eighty times in the Qur’an,
highlighting its great importance in Islam.

Proof from the Qur’an
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“Of their goods, take alms, that so you might purify and sanctify them; and pray on
their behalf. Verily your prayers are a source of security for them: and Allah is One
who hears and knows.” (Al-Tawbah: 103)
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Proof from the Sunnah

lana )l g 4 YY) ALY o Balg iowad o bl At A Sgmy J@ 208 jae ol
(o) Soaa pyay c@lb B el g 33all aﬁb A Jgmy

Narrated Ibn ‘Umar: Allah’s Prophet # said:

“Islam is based on (the following) five (principles): to testify that none has the right
to be worshipped but Allah and Muhammad is Allah’s Apostle, to offer the
(compulsory congregational) prayers dutifully and perfectly, to pay zakat (i.e.
obligatory charity), to perform Hajj (i.e. Pilgrimage to Mecca), to observe fast
during the month of Ramadan.” (Related by Bukhari )

Wisdom Behind Zakat
Zakat has a significant social influence as well as an effect on the individual:

1. Purification of the heart:
Zakat purifies the heart from envy, hatred, and uneasiness for both the poor and
the one who gives zakat. It also helps purify the soul from greed and selfishness.

2. Purification of wealth:
Zakat purifies one’s wealth from corruption. If a person fails to purify his wealth
by paying zakat, it affects his wealth and removes its purity and blessing.

3. Establishing social responsibility:
Zakat, as a means of social justice, does not encourage the poor to stop earning or
depend on zakat for their livelihood. Rather, everyone in society is encouraged to
work, support themselves, and contribute to the community.

4. Increase in blessings and reward:
Zakat helps increase wealth and brings blessings in this world, and it increases
rewards in the Hereafter. Allah multiplies the reward of those who spend it in His
cause and seek His pleasure, as stated in the following:
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“The parable of those who spend their substance in the way of Allah is that of a
grain of corn: it grows seven ears, and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives
manifold increase to whom He pleases, and Allah cares for all and He knows all
things.” (Al-Bagarah: 261)
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The Rulings of One Who Refuses to Pay Zakat

1. Denial of obligation:
The one who denies the obligation of zakat and refuses to pay it is considered a
kafir.

2. Refusal due to greed:
The one who refuses to pay zakat out of greed, while believing in its obligation, is
not a kafir. However, he has committed a sin and is subject to Allah’s
punishment.

Therefore, the ruler:

o Takes zakat from him by force
o Applies disciplinary punishment

If he resists, he is to be fought until he submits to the command of Allah.

Proof from the Qur’an
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“But (even so0), if they repent, establish regular prayers, and practice regular
charity, they are your brothers in faith. Thus, do We explain the signs in detail for
those who understand.” (Al-Tawbah: 11)

Proof from the Sunnah
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It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira that when the Messenger of Allah =
passed away and Abu Bakr was appointed as his successor, some of the Arabs
apostatized. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab said to Abu Bakr: “How can you fight the people
when the Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘I have been commanded to fight the people
until they say: There is no god but Allah...””

31




Abu Bakr replied: “By Allah, I will fight those who differentiate between prayer
and zakat...”

‘Umar then said: “By Allah, I realized that Allah had opened the heart of Abu Bakr
to fight, and I knew that it was the truth.” ( Related by Muslim )

Who Should Pay Zakat?
Conditions for the Obligation of Zakat

1. Islam (Being a Muslim):
The one who is required to pay zakat must be a Muslim, as non-believers are not
accountable for the rulings of the Shari’ah.
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Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas:

When Allah’s Prophet ¥ sent Mu‘adh to Yemen, he said: “You are going to a people
of the Book. First invite them to worship Allah alone. If they come to know Allah,
then inform them that Allah has enjoined upon them five prayers every day and
night. If they perform them, then inform them that Allah has enjoined upon them
zakat, to be taken from their wealth and given to their poor. If they obey you in that,
then take it from them and avoid taking the best of their property.”

(Related by Bukhari)

2. Possession of Nisab (Minimum Wealth):
Zakat becomes obligatory when a person possesses the minimum amount of wealth
(nisab).

3. Completion of One Lunar Year:

One full lunar year must pass while the wealth remains at or above the nisab. (This
will be explained in detail later.)

Conclusion

Zakat is obligatory upon every Muslim, whether male or female, adult or minor, sane or
insane, provided that the wealth reaches the nisab.

This ruling is derived from the following verse, which indicates that zakat is general and
does not exclude orphans, minors, or the mentally incapable
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Therefore, every Muslim, whether sane or insane, adult or minor, must have zakat paid
on their behalf if they possess wealth that reaches the nisab, because the command is
general.
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Narrated ‘Amr ibn Shu‘ayb from his father, from his grandfather:

The Messenger of Allah £ said: “Whoever is entrusted with the wealth of an orphan
should invest it and not leave it idle until it is consumed by zakat.”

(Related by Tirmidhi)

How to Pay Zakat
For zakat to be valid, the following conditions must be fulfilled:

a. Intention (Niyyah):
Zakat must be given with the intention of fulfilling the obligation. One cannot give
charity and later count it as zakat.

b. Correct Timing:
Zakat must be paid after one lunar year has passed from the time the nisab was reached.

¢. Correct Form:
Zakat must be paid from the appropriate type of wealth. For example, zakat on cash must
be paid in cash, not in other goods.

Conditions of the Recipient of Zakat

a. A Muslim:
Zakat is given only to Muslims. However, voluntary charity (sadaqah) may be given to
non-Muslims.

b. In Need:
The recipient must be unable to earn sufficient income. If a person is capable of working
and earning enough for their needs, zakat should not be given to them.
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Narrated Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As:
The Prophet £ said: “Charity is not lawful for a wealthy person nor for one who is
strong and able-bodied.” (Related by Abu Dawud)
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c¢. Not Financially Dependent on the Giver:

Zakat should not be given to those whom a person is already obligated to support
financially, such as parents, grandparents, children, or one’s wife unless they are in debt
or qualify under another valid category (e.g., those striving in the cause of Allah).

It is permissible, and even recommended, for a wealthy woman to give her zakat to her
husband or children if they are in need, as she is not financially responsible for them.
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Narrated ‘Amr bin Al-Harith:

Zainab, the wife of ‘Abdullah, said: “... I went to the Prophet £ and found an
Ansari woman at the door who had a similar question. Bilal passed by us, so we
asked him to ask the Prophet £ whether it is permissible for us to spend our zakat
on our husbands and the orphans under our care... The Prophet £ said: ‘She will
receive two rewards: the reward of maintaining family ties and the reward of
charity.” ( Related by Bukhari )

As for relatives whose expenses one is not obliged to cover, such as brothers, sisters,
uncles, aunts, or cousins, if they are in need, it is permissible to give them from one’s
zakat, and they are even more deserving of it due to their kinship.

It is also permissible to give zakat to one’s son if he is working but does not earn enough
to meet his basic needs.

Furthermore, zakat should not be given to the descendants of Bani Hashim or Bani
Abdul-Muttalib, as they are from the family of the Prophet Muhammad %,

Allah && says:
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“Zakat expenditures are only for the poor and for the needy, and for those
employed to collect it, and for bringing hearts together (for Islam), and for freeing
captives, and for those in debt, and in the cause of Allah, and for the stranded
traveler, an obligation imposed by Allah. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.”

( Surah At-Tawbah: 60)
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The Categories of Zakat

a. The poor and the needy:

These are people whose income, salaries, or possessions are insufficient to meet their
basic living needs within their environment. They should be given enough zakat to
support themselves and their families for one full year.

A needy person who wishes to marry but lacks the means should be assisted. Likewise, a
student who requires financial help for tuition, rent, food, and books should be supported.

Those who are working but still poor may be given zakat as supplementary support.
However, a wealthy person, or anyone who has sufficient income to live on, must not be
given zakat, even if they ask for it. Instead, they should be warned against asking for
what they are not entitled to.

The Prophet £ said:
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Abu Huraira reported that the Messenger of Allah * said:
“Whoever asks people for their wealth to increase his own is only asking for
burning coals; so let him ask little or much.” (Related by Muslim)

This hadith shows the severity of such behavior: the more a person asks unjustly, the
greater the punishment; and the less he asks, the lesser the punishment.

b. Those who administer zakat:

These are individuals appointed to manage zakat affairs—such as collecting funds,
record-keeping, identifying eligible recipients, and organizing distribution. They are
entitled to receive zakat as compensation for their work, even if they are financially well-
off.

¢. Those whose hearts are to be reconciled (new Muslims):
Zakat may be given to new Muslims to support them financially and strengthen their
faith, especially if they are in need.

d. Those in bondage:

Zakat can be used to free slaves by purchasing their freedom. Similarly, Muslim
prisoners whose release depends on financial payment may be assisted through zakat.
Scholars also permit using zakat to help free an innocent prisoner.

e. Those in debt:
They are of two types:
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e The guarantor: One who takes responsibility for another person’s debt in order
to reconcile between disputing parties. If he seeks help to repay this debt, he
should be given zakat to encourage such noble efforts.

e The debtor: A person who has incurred debt and is unable to repay it should be
given zakat—whether the amount is large or small. Alternatively, the creditor
may be paid directly on his behalf.

f. In the cause of Allah:
Zakat may be used in causes that support and uplift Islam, including financing legitimate
efforts carried out for the sake of Allah.

g. The wayfarer (traveler):
A traveler who becomes stranded and runs out of money in a foreign land may be given
zakat, even if he is wealthy in his home country.

Types of Wealth on Which Zakat is Obligatory

Zakat is obligatory on wealth that has the potential for growth or profit, such as gold,
silver, livestock, and business merchandise.

1 Gold and Silver

Zakat becomes obligatory upon anyone who possesses the minimum required amount
(nisab) of gold or silver for one full lunar year.

Proof

Allah && says:
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“Those who hoard gold and silver and do not spend it in the way of Allah, give them
tidings of a painful punishment.” (At-Tawbah: 34)
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Abu Hurairah (4ie 44 =) reported that the Messenger of Allah % said:

“If any owner of gold or silver does not pay what is due on it, then on the Day of
Resurrection, plates of fire will be prepared for him. They will be heated in the Fire
of Hell, and his sides, forehead, and back will be branded with them. Whenever they
cool down, they will be reheated again, during a Day whose length is fifty thousand
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years, until judgment is passed among the people, and he will see whether his path
leads to Paradise or to Hell.” (Reported by Muslim)

Forms of Gold and Silver upon which Zakat is Due

1. Gold and silver coins (including modern banknotes).
2. Gold and silver bars.
3. Utensils and decorative items made of gold and silver.

Exception:
Jewelry that a woman normally uses for adornment is exempt, as long as it is not
excessive. What is considered excessive varies according to the customs of each
community.

There is also no zakat on other types of jewelry such as pearls, rubies, peridots, carnelians
(‘aqiq), and similar precious stones, unless they are intended for trade, in which case
zakat becomes due.

Proof
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Jabir (4 49 «a)) reported that the Prophet £ said:
“There is no zakat on jewelry.” (Reported by Ad-Daraqutn)
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Imam Malik reported that ‘Aisha (4 4 ~a)) used to look after her orphan nieces
who had jewelry, and she did not pay zakat on their jewelry. (Al-Muwatta)

However, if gold or silver is used by men as jewelry (except for a silver ring) or used
purely for decoration, then zakat is due. In fact, using such items is unlawful according to
the following hadith:
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Hudhaifah ibn al-Yaman (4 & &) reported that the Prophet £ said:
“Do not drink from gold and silver vessels, nor eat from plates made of them. They
are for them in this world and for you in the Hereafter.” (Reported by al-Bukhari)
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Zakat on Livestock

Zakat is due on:

o Camels
o Cows
o Sheep and goats

Proof
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Abu Dharr (42 4l =) reported that the Prophet % said:
“Any person who owns camels, cows, or sheep and does not pay their due (zakat),
will find them on the Day of Resurrection larger and fatter than ever before. They
will trample him with their hooves and gore him with their horns. Whenever the

last of them passes, the first will return again, until judgment is completed among
the people.” (Reported by al-Bukhari)

Zakat on Agricultural Products
These rulings apply to those who cultivate crops. As for those who purchase agricultural
goods for the purpose of trade, then these are considered trade goods, and zakat is paid
accordingly.
Proof
Allah & said:

(141 :pa5Y)) "odbas a4 aa | 5575

“And give its due (zakat) on the day of its harvest.” (Al-An‘am: 141)

Merchandise and Goods of Trade and Commerce

This refers to all types of goods other than currency that are acquired for the purpose of
business and trade, such as buying and selling land, cars, animals, food provisions, and
similar items.
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Allah & says:

2
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“O you who believe! Spend from the good things which you have earned...”
( Al-Bagarah: 267 )

Conditions:

a. Trade goods must be acquired through a valid transaction, such as purchase, or
received as a dowry (mahr), or as a gift given in exchange for something else.

b. Items that are rented with the intention of trade are included.
Example: Ahmed rents land for 300 K.D and then rents it out to Khalid for 500 K.D.

c. At the time of acquiring the goods, the owner must intend to use them for trade.

d. There is no zakat on goods if:

e They were acquired through inheritance (estate division), or
o They were received as gifts (without exchange), or
o They were purchased without the intention of trade at the time of acquisition.

Z.akat on Mines

A zakat of 2.5% is immediately due under the following conditions:

1. The extracted material must be gold or silver that has reached the nisab.
There is no zakat on other minerals such as iron, lead, crystal, turquoise,
cornelian, emerald, antimony, and similar substances.

2. The material must be extracted from mine.

3. The amount must be collected through continuous work, whether in one session
or multiple sessions, without abandoning or interrupting the operation.

Zakat on Treasure Troves (Rikaz)

An immediate zakat of 20% is due when a person discovers a treasure trove that was
buried in pre-Islamic times (or buried by non-Muslims, whether ancient or modern),
provided that it reaches the minimum amount (nisab) and the land is not privately owned.

o If'the treasure is found on privately owned land, it belongs to the owner of that
land.

o [Ifitis found in a mosque, public street, or public place, or if it was buried
during Islamic times, then it is treated as lost property (lugatah), and the rulings
of lost and found items apply.
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Review Questions 1

Choose the Correct Answer:

1. Zakat is defined as:
a. Paying a percentage of one’s surplus wealth (in cash or kind) annually and
distributing it among rightful beneficiaries.
b. The third pillar of the five pillars of Islam.
c. A means of purification that protects the poor from begging and theft and protects

the rich from greed and selfishness.
d. All of the above

2. Zakat is:
a. Obligatory (fard) when wealth reaches the nisab.
b. Sunnah when wealth reaches the nisab.
c. Obligatory (fard).
d. Sunnah

3. Zakat was made obligatory on Muslims during:
a. Shawwal in the second year of Hijrah.
b. Shawwal in the third year of Hijrah.
c. Ramadan in the second year of Hijrah.
d. All of the above

4. The rule of the one who denies the obligation of zakat and refuses to pay it is:
a. A sinner but not a disbeliever.
b. A disbeliever (kafir).
c. A Muslim.
d. All of the above

5. The ruling of the one who refuses to pay zakat out of greed, while believing in its
obligation, is:
a. Christian
b. Disbeliever (kafir)
c. A sinful Muslim
d. Jew

6. What is Nisab?
a. The minimum amount of wealth that makes zakat obligatory.
b. The maximum amount of wealth that makes zakat obligatory.
c. The amount of gold used to calculate zakat on gold.
d. None of the above
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7. Who should pay zakat?
a. A Muslim
b. One who possesses the minimum nisab

c. One who has completed one lunar year
d. All of the above

8. Forms of gold and silver upon which zakat is due include:
a. Gold and silver coins (and modern banknotes)
b. Gold and silver bars
c. Utensils and decorative items made of gold and silver
d. All of the above

9. Recipients of zakat include:
a. The poor and the needy
b. Zakat administrators

c. Those whose hearts are to be reconciled (new Muslims)
d. All of the above

10. Conditions for paying zakat include:
a. Intention (niyyah)
b. Paying at the correct time
c. Paying from the correct type of wealth
d. All of the above

11. There is no zakat on jewelry such as:
a. Pearls and rubies
b. Chrysolites and peridots
c. Gold and silver
d. All except (c)

12. Zakat is obligatory on all of the following except:
a. Camels
b. Cows
c. Sheep and goats
d. Rabbits

13. The beginning of the zakat year for trade goods is:
a. One year after reaching nisab
b. One year from the day the goods were purchased or the business started
c. There is no zakat on trade goods
d. None of the above

41




14. Conditions for zakat on merchandise and trade goods include:
a. Items rented for the purpose of trade
b. Intention at the time of transaction to use them for trade
c. All of the above
d. None of the above

15. Zakat on mines is:
a. 2.5% immediately after extraction
b. 25% immediately after extraction
c. 2.5% after one year
d. None of the above

16. Zakat on treasure troves (rikaz) applies when:
a. The treasure was buried in pre-Islamic times (or by non-Muslims)
b. It reaches the minimum amount (nisab)
c. The land is not privately owned
d. All of the above

True or False:

1. Zakat purifies the heart from envy, hatred, and uneasiness for both the poor and the
giver, and protects them from greed and selfishness.

2. Zakat purifies wealth from corruption. If one does not pay zakat, wealth becomes
impure and affects the heart.

3. Zakat increases the wealth of the one who gives it and brings blessings in this
world.

4.  Zakat is the first pillar of Islam.

42




Nisab

Nisab is the amount of wealth upon which zakat becomes obligatory. In other words, it is
the minimum amount of wealth that necessitates zakat. If a person’s wealth does not
reach the nisab, then zakat is not required.

For many types of wealth subject to zakat, a full lunar (Islamic) year must pass from the
time the minimum amount (nisab) is reached. What matters is that the minimum amount
is present at both the beginning and the end of the year.

Example:

Aisha saved 1000 K.D (which reaches nisab) in her bank account on 20th Sha’aban
1432 A.H. During Ramadan, she received 2000 K.D from her mother, so her total
became 3000 K.D.

By 20th Sha’aban 1433 A.H, when she checked her account to calculate her zakat, she
only had 1000 K.D left.

To calculate her zakat, she did the following:

1000
100 x2.5=25K.D

Account Record:

20th Sha’aban 1432: 1000 K.D

1st Ramadan: +2000 K.D — 3000 K.D
22nd Shawwal: =500 K.D — 2500 K.D
15th Muharram: —600 K.D — 1900 K.D
1st Safar: —400 K.D — 1500 K.D

20th Safar: =500 K.D — 1000 K.D

Her expenses are shown above.
Nisab of Gold or Silver

Zakat becomes obligatory on anyone who possesses the zakat minimum amount (nisab)
of gold or silver for one full lunar year.

Zakat of Gold

There is no zakat on gold until it reaches 20 mithqal (approximately 2.81 troy oz / 84.7
g), upon which 2.1175 grams (2.5%) is due.
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If the total amount of gold is approximately 85 g or more (excluding permissible
jewelry), and one full year has passed, then zakat should be calculated as follows:

Amount of Gold
100 x 2.5 = Z (grams of gold to be given)

Z x price of 1 g of gold = zakat

Example:

Ahmed has 150 g of gold since 15th Muharram of last year. Now, on 15th Muharram,
he wants to calculate his zakat.

(Note: 1 g of gold = 5 K.D in the market today)

150
100 x 2.5=3.75

375 x5K.D=18.75K. D
Therefore, the zakat he should pay is 18.75 K.D.
Zakat of Silver

The minimum nisab for silver is 200 silver dirhams, which equals 592.9 grams. The
zakat due is 14.8225 grams (2.5%). There is no zakat on less than this amount.

Amount of Silver
100 x 2.5 = Z (grams of silver to be given)

Z x price of 1 g of silver = zakat

To calculate zakat, one should find the price of one gram of gold or silver and multiply it
by Z.

Zakat is obligatory on all money that has been saved for one year and is equal to at least
the market value of §92.9 grams of silver. There is a noticeable difference between the
nisab of gold and silver. The nisab of silver is generally used for banknotes because it is
more beneficial for the poor.

Example:

Ahmed wants to calculate his zakat for this year. He has 500 K.D in his account.

e Today, 1 g of gold =5 K.D
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e Today, 1 g of silver =1 K.D

If he calculates nisab according to gold:

1 gx500K.D
5K.D
1 ggold=5K.D

X =100 g of gold
Therefore, 500 K.D reached the nisab of gold.
If he calculates nisab according to silver:

1 g% 500K.D
1K.D

1 gsilver=1K.D
X =500 g of silver

Therefore, 500 K.D did not reach the nisab of silver.

Conclusion:
He does not have to pay zakat according to the nisab of silver.

Zakat is calculated proportionally (2.5%) on any amount above the nisab, whether the
gold or silver is in the form of coins, bars, unlawful jewelry, or permanent possessions.

Hadith Evidence:
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Narrated ‘Ali ibn Abi Talibas:

The Prophet £ said:

“When you possess two hundred dirhams and one year passes over them, five
dirhams are payable. There is nothing due on gold until it reaches twenty dinars.
When you possess twenty dinars and one year passes over them, half a dinar is

payable, and whatever exceeds that is calculated accordingly.”
(Related by Abu Dawud)
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Nisab of Cattle
a. The cattle must be sa imah, meaning that they graze freely on natural pasture made
available for them. However, if the cattle are stall-fed (i.e., fed by their owner), then

no zakat is due on them.

b. All scholars agree that cattle used for farm labor, and kept specifically for that
purpose, are not subject to zakat.

(1572 2251 sil) "o Jal gl Ao (g 1 JB Ad] 2 i) e dde Al iy o
Narrated ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib: The Prophet % said:
“...There is nothing payable on working animals...” (Related by Abu Dawud)
c. Newborn cattle are excluded from zakat.
Types of Cattle on Which Zakat Is Due
1. Nisab of Camels and the Amount of Zakat Due
a. The nisab and the corresponding amount of zakat on camels are as follows:

Nisab of Camels and the Due Amount of Zakat

Number of Camels Due Amount

1-4 Nothing is due

5-9 One goat or sheep

10-14 Two goats or sheep

15-19 Three goats or sheep

20-24 Four goats or sheep

25135 Qne she-camel (one year old, entering second year —
Bint Makhad)

36_ 45 One she-camel (two years old, entering third year — Bint
Laboun)

46 — 60 One four-year-old she-camel (Haqqah)

61-75 One five-year-old she-camel (Jad‘ah)

76 —90 Two Bint Laboun

91-120 Two Haqqah

b. The zakat due on every forty camels is one female Bint- Laboun, and every fifty
camels, one haqqgah.
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Number of Camels Due Amount

121 -129 Three Bint Laboun

130-139 One Haqqah + Two Bint Laboun
140 — 149 Two Haqqah + One Bint Laboun
150 -159 Three Haqqah

160 — 169 Four Bint Laboun

170 - 179 Three Bint Laboun + One Haqqah
180 — 189 Two Bint Laboun + Two Haqqgah
190 — 200 Four Haqgah + Five Bint Laboun

Hadith on the Obligatory Charity (Zakat)
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Narrated Anas: When Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) sent me to Bahrain (to
collect zakat), he wrote to me the following:

"In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.
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These are the instructions regarding the obligatory charity (zakat) which the
Messenger of Allah 2 made obligatory upon the Muslims, and which Allah
commanded His Messenger to observe. Whoever among the Muslims is asked to pay
it in its proper manner should give it, and whoever is asked more than that should
not give it.

For camels numbering twenty-four or less, sheep are to be given as zakat; for every
five camels, one sheep is due. If the number reaches twenty-five to thirty-five, then a
female Bint Makhad is due. If it reaches thirty-six to forty-five, then a female Bint
Laboun is due. If it reaches forty-six to sixty, then a Haqqah (she-camel fit for
mating) is due. If it reaches sixty-one to seventy-five, then a Jad‘ah is due. If it
reaches seventy-six to ninety, then two Bint Laboun are due. If it reaches ninety-one
to one hundred and twenty, then two Haqqah are due. If it exceeds one hundred and
twenty, then for every forty, one Bint Laboun is due, and for every fifty, one
Haqqah is due.

Whoever has only four camels, no zakat is due on them, unless their owner wishes to
give voluntarily. If they reach five camels, then one sheep is due."

Regarding sheep: if they are grazing (sa’imah) and number between forty and one
hundred and twenty, one sheep is due. If they are between one hundred and twenty
and two hundred, two sheep are due. If they are between two hundred and three
hundred, three sheep are due. If they exceed three hundred, then for every
additional one hundred, one sheep is due. If a person owns fewer than forty sheep,
then no zakat is due, unless the owner wishes to give voluntarily.

Regarding silver, its zakat is one-fortieth (i.e., 2.5%). If it is less than two hundred
dirhams, then no zakat is due, unless the owner wishes to give voluntarily.
(Related by al-Bukhari)

2 - Nisab of Cows and the Amount of Zakat Due

a. Nisab and Due Amount

Number of Cows Due Amount
1-29 Nothing is due
30— 39 One one-year-old cow (male or female), entering the second

year (Tabi*)
One two-year-old female cow, entering the third year

40-59 (Musinnah)

60 — 69 Two Tabi‘ (male or female)
70 —-79 One Musinnah + two Tabi®
80 — 89 Two Musinnah

90 - 99 Three Tabi*
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Number of Cows Due Amount

100 - 109 One Musinnah + two Tabi¢
110-119 Two Musinnah + two Tabi*
120 - 129 Three Musinnah or four Tabi*
b. General Rule

This rule applies as follows: for every thirty cows, one Tabi‘ is due, and for every forty
cows, one Musinnah is due.

The same rule applies to buffaloes. Their owner should include them with cows and
calculate zakat according to the same method.

3. Nisab of Sheep and the Amount of Zakat Due

a. Nisab and Due Amount

Number of Sheep Due Amount

1-39 Nothing is due

40-120 One ewe (at least one year old)
121 -200 Two ewes

201 —-399 Three ewes

400 — 499 Four ewes

500 — 599 Five ewes
b. Additional Rule

For any number above this, one ewe is due for every additional one hundred sheep.

Cattle Kept for Trade (Merchandise)

Cattle kept for trade should be treated as commercial goods. Zakat is calculated based on
their monetary value rather than their number.

However, if their total value does not reach the nisab of money, then zakat is calculated
based on their number, according to the rules mentioned above.

General Principles

1. The zakat payer should give animals of average quality from his herd. He is not
required to give the best animals, but he must avoid giving animals that are
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defective, sick, or weak. Zakat should be calculated on both young and old
animals together.

2. TItis sufficient for the zakat payer to give zakat from the cattle themselves, rather
than paying their value in money. This is the opinion of the majority of scholars.
However, Abu Hanifah held the view that paying the monetary value is
permissible and easier for both the payer and the recipient.

3. Zakat is not due on any animals other than cattle, unless they are kept for trade. If
the conditions of zakat—such as reaching the nisab, are not met, then giving is
voluntary and is considered charity. It is permissible for the zakat payer to give
older animals as zakat if he wishes. Otherwise, he may seek permission from the
zakat collector or those entitled to receive zakat.

Zakat on Crops
Its Obligation

The obligation of zakat on crops and fruits is established in the Noble Qur’an, the
Sunnah, and by the consensus of Muslim scholars.

Allah && says:
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“Eat of their fruit when they ripen, but give its due on the day of harvest, and do not

waste. Indeed, He does not love the wasteful.” (Al-An'am :141)

It is also reported by Jabir ibn Abdullah that the Prophet % said:

(s o)) " i) Gl ABUL (Al Lagdy sl aadl HeaY) el L
“A tenth is due on what is watered by rivers or rain, and half of a tenth on what is
irrigated by artificial means.” (Sahih Muslim 981)

Based on this, the scholars of the Muslim Ummah unanimously agree that either one-
tenth or half of it is due on agricultural produce.

Crops Requiring Zakat

Zakat is due on all edible crops that can be stored, such as wheat, rice, and similar staple
foods.

However, there is no zakat on items like almonds, pistachios, and nutmeg, as they are not
considered staple food. Likewise, fruits such as apples and peaches are not subject to zakat
because they cannot be stored for long periods.
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Nisab of Crops and Fruits

It is authentically reported that no zakat is due on less than five wasgs.
Five wasqs are approximately equal to 653 kg of wheat or similar produce.

For crops that are dried (such as dates or raisins), the nisab is considered after the drying
process, not before.

Time of Payment

Zakat on crops and fruits is not conditional upon the passing of one lunar year. It
becomes due at the time of harvest.

Allah && says: .
(141 pai¥l) ™ oaliad a3 485 1 gl

“...and give its due on the day of harvest...” (Al-An'am :141)

If the land produces more than one harvest in a year, zakat must be paid on each harvest,
provided it reaches the nisab.

If a single harvest does not reach the nisab, crops of the same type throughout the year
should be combined until they reach the nisab, and then zakat becomes due.

Amount of Zakat on Crops
The amount of zakat varies depending on the method of irrigation:

10% (one-tenth): if the crops are watered naturally (rain, rivers).

5% (half of one-tenth): if irrigation requires effort or machinery.

7.5%: if both natural and artificial irrigation are used equally.

If one method is predominant, zakat is calculated according to it.

If it is difficult to determine, then 10% should be paid to be on the safe side.

SNk WD =

General Principles

1. Crops of the same type should be combined but not mixed with different types.

2. [If crops vary in quality, zakat should be given from average quality.

3. All harvests belonging to the same owner should be combined, even if grown on
different lands.

4. The majority of scholars hold that zakat should be given in kind (from the crops
themselves). However, it is permissible to give its monetary value, especially if
it benefits the poor more.

It is reported that Mu'adh ibn Jabal said:
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“Bring me garments instead of barley and corn for zakat, as it is easier for you and
more beneficial for the Companions of the Prophet £ in Madinah.”
(Sahih al-Bukhari)

Z.akat on Trade Goods

Trading and Merchandise

Zakat is due on trade goods. This includes everything that is bought and sold for profit,
other than currency. Examples include food items, clothing, furniture, manufactured
goods, animals, minerals, land, buildings, and other commercial goods.

Zakat becomes obligatory on trade goods when:

e Their value reaches the nisab (minimum threshold) of gold or silver.
e A full lunar year has passed over them.

Amount of Zakat

The zakat due on trade goods is 2.5% of their value, similar to gold and silver, since
trade goods are evaluated based on their monetary value.

Conditions for Zakat on Trade Goods
Zakat is obligatory upon a person who:

1. Possesses trade goods for one full year, whether the goods remain the same or
are sold and replaced.
2. Whose total value at the end of the zakat year reaches or exceeds the nisab,
which is:
o 592.9 grams of silver, if calculated in currency or silver, or
o 84.7 grams of gold, if calculated in gold.
These values are determined according to the current market value at the
end of the year.

Additional Conditions

3. The goods must have been acquired through a valid transaction, such as:
o Purchase
o Mahr (marriage gift)
o A compensated gift
o Renting items to lease them for profit
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o Leasing land to sublet for profit

4. At the time of acquiring the goods, the owner must have intended to use them
for trade.

Cases Where Zakat Is Not Due
There is no zakat on goods if:

e They were acquired through inheritance.
e They were received as gifts (without exchange).
o They were purchased without the intention of trade at the time of purchase.

Beginning of the Zakat Year

o Iftrade goods are purchased using wealth that already reached nisab, the zakat
year continues from the original zakat year of that wealth.
o However, the zakat year begins from the time of purchase if:
1. The goods were bought for less than nisab (and the remaining wealth does
not complete the nisab).
2. The goods were purchased using non-monetary items that are not traded
goods.

Assessment of Trade Goods
At the end of the zakat year:
1. Trade goods are evaluated based on their current market value.
Zakat is due even if the nisab was not maintained throughout the year, as long as
it is met at the end.
3. If goods were acquired in local currency, zakat is calculated at year-end.
Otherwise, zakat is delayed until the completion of the following year.

Important Rule

It is not required for the value of trade goods to remain at a nisab level throughout the
year. What matters is that the value reaches or exceeds the nisab at the end of the year.

Exchange of Trade Goods
If trade goods are exchanged for other trade goods during the year, this does not

interrupt the zakat year, because zakat is based on value. As long as the value
continues, the zakat year remains uninterrupted.



Zakat on Company or Partnership, Silver, Gold, Currency, and Shares

If trade goods are exchanged for other trade goods during the course of the year, this does
not interrupt their possession. This is because zakat on merchandise is based on its value,
and the value of the previous merchandise and the new merchandise remains the same.
Therefore, the zakat year is not interrupted by merely transferring goods from one type to
another.

However, the zakat year of funds handled by a professional money changer is interrupted
with each exchange. As long as he continues exchanging his business capital, no zakat is

due.

If merchandise is sold during the zakat year at a profit, and its price is kept until the end
of the year, then zakat is paid on the original value of the merchandise at the end of that
year. The profit, however, is not subject to zakat until a full year has passed over it. A
second opinion in the Shafi‘i school states that zakat on the profit is paid in the same year
as the merchandise, similar to how zakat is paid on the offspring of livestock along with
their mothers. (Reliance of the Traveller — Ahmad ibn Naqib al-Masri)

1.

2.

Zakat is obligatory on company shares and jointly owned property. The company
may pay zakat on behalf of the shareholders if this is agreed upon in the contract.
The company administration should calculate zakat on shares in the same way an
individual pays zakat on personal wealth. The total wealth of all shareholders is
treated as the wealth of one individual, while observing the conditions of zakat
such as nisab, amount, type of wealth, and other relevant rules.

Zakat is not due on shares owned by public treasury institutions, charitable
endowments, charitable organizations, or non-Muslims.

If the company does not pay zakat, the shareholder must pay zakat on their shares.
If the shareholder can access the company’s accounts and determine the zakat
due, they should calculate it accordingly.

If the shareholder does not have access to company accounts and owns shares for
the purpose of earning annual income, then zakat is paid on the income, not on the
share value itself. According to the Islamic Jurisprudence Academy, zakat is paid
on the returns of shares, similar to income from leased properties.

The amount payable is one-quarter of one-tenth (2.5%) after one year has passed
over the income.

If the shares are purchased for trading, then they are treated as commercial goods.
If a full year passes while owning such shares, zakat is paid on their market value.
If the market value cannot be precisely known, it should be estimated by experts.
Zakat is paid both the value and any profit generated.

If a shareholder sells shares during the year, the sale amount is added to their
wealth, and zakat is paid on the total after one year. The buyer will then pay zakat
according to the same rules.
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Gold and silver are assessed by weight, not by value. If a person owns both gold and
silver, and neither reaches nisab individually, but together they equal the value of 592
grams of silver, then zakat becomes obligatory.

7. In cases of joint ownership, each partner’s share is considered separately. Zakat
may be paid either in kind or in cash, depending on what is more convenient.

Zakat on Borrowed Money or Goods

A person must pay zakat on borrowed money if all zakat conditions are fulfilled, because
debt does not remove the obligation of zakat.

If someone lends money or goods that are subject to zakat, the lender must still pay zakat
on them as if they are still in his possession. Lending does not remove the obligation.

When to Pay Zakat on Debt
If the amount reaches nisab on its own or combined with other wealth:

1. If the debt is expected to be repaid, the lender must pay zakat on it every year
after one year has passed. This is based on the Sunnah and the practice of the
Companions. Ibn Umar said:

“Zakat is due on every debt that is delayed but expected to be repaid.” (Al-Amwal
by Abu ‘Ubayd)

2. If the debt is not expected to be repaid, zakat is only paid when the money is
recovered. At that time, zakat for all past years must be paid.

3. Ifthe debt was given and a year has not yet passed, then no zakat is due until one
full year is completed.

Example:

Omar lent Jassim 3000 K.D. At the end of the year, Omar had 2000 K.D in his account.
If the nisab is based on gold (847 K.D):

Total wealth = 2000 + 3000 = 5000 K.D

Zakat calculation:
5000+ 100 x2.5=125K.D

Transfer and Distribution
“If all eight categories of zakat recipients are present in a location where zakat is

collected, it is not permissible to transfer zakat elsewhere. However, if the ruler is
distributing it, he may transfer it to another place.” (Ibn Naqib, Umdat al-Salik)
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Paying Zakat in Advance
It is permissible to pay zakat before its due date if the following conditions are met:

a. The recipient must still be eligible at the end of the zakat year. If the recipient dies or
becomes wealthy, the zakat must be paid again.

b. The wealth must still exist and remain above nisab by the end of the year.

If these conditions are not met, the payer may reclaim the zakat. If the zakat given in
advance no longer exists, the payer may request a replacement.
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Review Questions 2

Choose the Correct Answer

1. Zakat is obligatory for anyone whose wealth reaches the nisab (minimum amount) of
gold or silver for:

a. One lunar year

b. Two lunar years

c. Three lunar years

d. None of the above

2. There is no zakat on gold:
a. Until it reaches 84.7 grams
b. Until it reaches 184.7 grams
c. Until it reaches 8.47 grams
d. All of the above

3. If Aisha saved 2000 K.D (which reaches nisab) in her bank account on 20th Sha’aban
1432 A.H, and in Ramadan she received 2000 K.D from her uncle (making a total of
4000 K.D), then by 20th Sha’aban 1433 A.H she checked her account and found only
1000 K.D remaining (which is nisab), how much zakat should she pay?

a. 250 K.D

b. 35 K.D

c.25K.D

d. None of the above

4. There is no zakat on silver until it reaches:
a. 59 grams
b. 592.9 grams
c. 5000 grams
d. None of the above

5. Zakat on company partnerships:
a. Itis 2.5%
b. The company administration may pay on behalf of shareholders
c. Nisab is determined according to the value of gold
d. All of the above

6. The cattle should be sa 'imah:
a. Meaning they graze on naturally available pasture
b. Meaning they are fed from cultivated land
c. None of the above
d. All of the above
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7. Complete the Table by Choosing from the Following
a. Three goats or sheep
b. One goat or sheep
c. A one-year-old she-camel approaching the second year (Bint Makhad)
d. A four-year-old she-camel approaching the fifth year (Al-Jad’ah)

Number of Camels Due Amount
14 Nothing is due
5-9
10-14 Two goats or sheep
15-19
20-24 Four goats or sheep
25-35
A two-year-old she-camel approaching the third year
36-45 (Bint Laboun)
4660 Four-year-old she-camel (Haqqah)
61-75
76-90 Two Bint Laboun she-camels
91-120 Two Haqqahs

8. Complete the Table by Choosing from the Following
a. Three Bint Laboun she-camels

b. Three Haqqahs
c. Two Haqqahs and one Bint Laboun she-camels
d. Two Bint Laboun and two Haqqahs

Number of Camels Due Amount

121-129

130-139 One Hagqah and two Bint Laboun she-camels
140-149

150-159

160-169 Four Bint Laboun she-camels

170-179 Three Bint Laboun and one Hagqqah

180-189

190-200 Four Haqqgahs and five Bint Laboun she-camels
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9. Zakat is due on all edible crops which:
a. Can be stored (such as wheat and rice) and are staple foods
b. Cannot be stored (such as apples and oranges) and are not staple foods

c. Are not staple foods (such as almonds, pistachios, and nutmeg)
d.Onlya&b

10. Paying zakat on fruits and crops:
a. Is not conditioned on the passage of one year
b. Is due on the day of harvest
c. Is conditioned on the passage of one year
d.Onlya&b

11. If the land produces more than one harvest in a year, the owner should pay zakat on
each harvest as long as it reaches:

a. Nisab
b. Zakat

c. None of the above
d. All of the above

12. The zakat rate on crops and fruits when irrigation is easy (rain or rivers) is:
a. 5%
b. 10%
c. 7.5%
d. None of the above

13. The zakat rate if irrigation is done using machinery is:
a. 5%
b. 10%
c. 7.5%
d. None of the above

14. The zakat rate if the land is irrigated partly by machines is:
a. 5%
b. 10%
c. 7.5%
d. None of the above

15. Zakat on trading merchandise is obligatory when:
a. It reaches the nisab of gold and silver
b. One lunar year has passed over it
c. At the time of harvest
d.Onlya&b
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16. The zakat rate on trade goods is:
a. 25%
b. 2.5%
c. 10%
d. None of the above

17. Merchandise, after reaching nisab, is evaluated at market value at the end of the zakat year:
a. Even if nisab was not reached at the beginning of the year
b. If nisab was reached at the beginning of the year
c. None of the above
d. All of the above

18. Zakat is not due on the following shares:
a. Public treasury shares
b. Charitable endowment shares
c. Non-Muslim-owned shares
d. All of the above
True or False
1. Fruits of the same type should be combined but not mixed with different types.

2. Zakat on crops and fruits is due even if they are less than five wasgs.

3. [Ifthe harvest includes different qualities, zakat should be paid from the average
quality.

4. Harvests belonging to the same person should be combined, even if grown in
different locations.

5. Gold and silver are assessed by weight, not by value.

6. In joint ownership, each partner’s share is calculated separately. Zakat may be
paid in cash or in kind.

7. A person should not pay zakat on borrowed money.

8. A lender does not have to pay zakat on money he has lent out.
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Key to review questions

Figh of Fasting

Review questions 1

Fill in the spaces:

I-b2-a—d3-j4-c—-e5-f6-g—h7-1

Choose the correct answer:
I-b2-a3-b4-a5-d6-a7-b8b9-all0-bll-b12-al3-b14-al5-b

Review questions 2

Fill in the spaces:

lI-a—d2-b3-f-4-¢

Choose the correct answer:

1-b2-a3-a4-a

Choose the correct definition for each word:
I-b-2-d3-b4-¢5-a6-a

Figh of Zakat

Review questions 1

Choose the correct answer
1.d2.a3.a4.b5.¢6.a7.d8.d9.d10.d11.d-12.d13.b14.c15.a16.d
True or False

1- True 2- True 3- True 4- False

Review questions 2:

Choose the correct answer

l.a2.a3.c4.b5. a6.a7.b-a-c-d8.a-c-b-d9.a10.d11.a12.b13.al4.c15.d16.b
17.a18.d

True or False

1. True 2. False 3. True 4. True 5. True 6. True 7. False 8. False
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