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Introduction
%ﬁ ‘M"/w;

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and may peace and blessings be upon
Prophet Muhammad#, his family, and his companions.

The Noble Qur’an is the final revelation from Allah to humanity, a complete and
perfect guidance for all aspects of life. For Muslims, it is not merely a book to be
recited, but a divine message to be understood, reflected upon, and lived.

However, the meanings of the Qur’an are not always immediately apparent,
especially for those who are not native speakers of Arabic. This is where the study of
Tafsir (Qur'anic interpretation) becomes essential. Tafsir helps uncover the meanings
of the verses, clarifies their context, and explains the wisdom and guidance contained
within them. It allows the reader to move beyond recitation to true understanding,
enabling a deeper connection with the words of Allah.

“This book, Tafsir Juz” ‘Amma 1, focuses on the explanation of the surahs from Surah
An-Naas to Surah Al-A’la, including Surah Al-Fatiha. These chapters, though short in
length, are rich in meaning and powerful in their impact. They emphasize
fundamental themes such as belief in the Hereafter, accountability, the signs of Allah
in creation, and the consequences of belief and disbelief. They also awaken the heart,
strengthen certainty, and remind people of the reality of the Day of Judgment.

The aim of this book is to present a clear and accessible explanation of these surahs,
helping readers understand their meanings and apply their lessons in daily life. It
seeks to encourage reflection (tadabbur), strengthen faith, and inspire sincere action
based on knowledge.

We ask Allah to make this work beneficial, to grant us sincere understanding of His
Book, and to make the Qur’an a light in our hearts, a guide in our lives, and an
intercessor for us on the Day of Judgment.

Latifa Al Saeed
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Surah Al Fatihah
(The Opening)

It has 7 verses and was revealed in Makkah

1. Inthe name of Allah, the All-
Merciful, the Mercy-Giving.

2. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the NAf &y & 2
worlds.

3. The All-Merciful, the Mercy-Giving. (,,.,J,h u'?')‘ 3

4. Master of the Day of Judgment. u-'"-“ 23 ML 4

5. Itis only You we worship, and it is tnd 615 Lk 26) 5

only You we ask for help.

6. Guide us along the straightway; M\ L\;.id\ Gual .6
7. The way of those whom You have 58 agle Caall s s L7
favored, not of those with whom L ) L

You are angry, nor those who have Sl V3 pgde o anall

gone astray.

Summary of this Surah:

It is the opening to the Quran and contains the request for guidance on part of the
believers toward the straightway of Lord. This chapter contains the principles of
Islamic faith, and includes the correct belief and way of worshipping , seeking help
through prayers by asking Allah 3 for guidance toward the true religion and the right
path, and by avoiding the path of those who have been corrupted or deviated from
the true religion.



Names of this Surah:
This Surah is also known commonly as:

e As-Salah (The Prayer) — &2l

e Umm al-Kitab (Mother of the Book) — <31

e Sab’ al-Mathani (Seven repeatedly recited verses) — i) !
e Al-Hamd (The Praise) — 43

e Ruqgyah (Cure) - 43,

Its Virtues:

Allah’s Messenger % is reported to have said that Allah & did not reveal the likes of
this Surah in neither the Torah, nor the Injeel (Bible), and these verses of Al Fatihah
are the seven often repeated verses which were revealed to Prophet Muhammad %
exclusively as a form of honor, as is mentioned in the Quran:

87 : b iy el ST gl 15 i AT A

And We have certainly given you, [0 Muhammad], seven of the often-repeated
[verses] and the great Qur'an  Surah al-Hijr:87

Allah 35 divided it between Himself and His slave, and the slave of Allah is guaranteed
to get that which he seeks from his Lord.

The Prophet # also taught this surah to his companions calling it the greatest Surah
in the Quran. In a narration paraphrased from Sahih Muslim (Book of Prayers -
Travelers) it has been stated that, the Messenger of Allah #& was once with Jibreel and
he heard a sound coming from above like a door opening. Jibreel looked up toward
the sky and said that a gate in the Heaven has opened that never opened before.
Thereafter, an angel came down from it to the Messenger and gave him the glad
tidings of two lights that were exclusive for him and his nation: The Opening of the
Book (Al-Fatiha), and the last verses of Surah al-Bagarah. He was informed that he will
never recite a single letter from these portions of the Quran but that he will be
granted all that is in them.



Surah al-Fatiha is also one of the essential pillars of the Salah, and without it the
prayer will be invalid. It is to be recited in every unit of the prayer, without exception.
It is also a cure; if it is read over someone who is sick, he or she will be cured by the
permission of Allah d5.

Seeking refuge (Isti’adhah) in Allah and starting in His Name (Basmalah):
Isti’adhah — 83laiw)
Allah 35 says in the Quran:
98: Joudl Byges ezl ORI o Dy dne OTHN 3 13
So when you read the Qur'an, then seek refuge in Allah from Shaytan the outcast.
Surah an-Nahl:98

Isti’adhah is a form of drawing closer to Allah & and His protection from the evil of
every creature. Allah’s protection is guaranteed for those who sincerely seek it from
Him. When a believer wants to recite Quran, or if he is in a state of anger, he should
say:

(R Y
oz Qe s by 38

"l seek refuge with Allah from Shaytan the outcast.”

This is because seeking refuge brings a sense of calmness and surrounds the person
with mercy.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the AT SA (P IS |
Mercy-Giving. r?) J?Jj o

As for Basmalah 4w, Allah guided the believers to start every work and deed by
mentioning His Name at the beginning if he wants to attain blessings and success.



wa\gw.kjw“&\%% m\dy),w‘guwws"d’“‘@wdx;;}a
debw"Muﬁwﬁcdﬂ‘ﬁeﬁﬁb"wjklﬁﬁ‘w&\ 5d
(ebb¥) LS ssjb:.,l\@.’w " A%S

Narrated by "Umar bin Abi Salama % : “l was a boy under the care of Allah's
Messenger # and my hand used to go around the dish while | was eating. So
Allah's Messenger & said to me, 'O boy! Mention the Name of Allah and eat with
your right hand, and eat of the dish what is nearer to you." Since then | have
applied those instructions when eating.”

Sahih al Bukhari (Book of Food, Meals)

/s"/

"3l Ol S § A3 8 5w 0,0 O 58 7 iy B Ol L it
(C&J\ g.JLf) éjj\: ‘é\ U""”

w\:.’c‘;,;\&@,&,ljé m@w;@\wwdumﬁgi b1 35f 13) 8051 5F

Ibn ‘Abbas < reported: The Prophet & said: “If anyone who means to have
intercourse with his wife say In the name of Allah, O Allah, keep us away from the
devil and keep the devil away from what You hast provided us.” It will be ordained

that no devil will ever harm the child born to them”.
Sunan Abi Dawud (Book of Marriage)

Meaning of the word Allah — <l

Allah is the name of the Lord, the Exalted, and it is the most complete and

comprehensive name among His many other names. Allah has mentioned several of
His Names as His Attributes in the following verse in Quran:

IS PR RS EIR - POl N [ R TRUR JER R
oy 8 0 54 8 0550 o b D 586D 55 gl (gl zf““‘ s ]
/ pﬁ-‘ j,m pj epfﬁ\g Ot ¢ b 4 qd o S s @Y 4 d3ad
24-22 : 23 by
He is Allah, there is no God but Him, Knower of the unseen and the witnessed. He
is All-Merciful, the Mercy-Giving £ He is Allah, there is no God but Him, the King,

the All-Holy, the Peace, the Faithful, the Guardian, the Exalted in Might, the
Irresistible, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above all that they associate. £ He is
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Allah, The Creator, The Maker, The Fashioner. To Him belong the most excellent
names. All that is in the heavens and the earth is glorifying Him. For He Alone is
the Exalted in Might, the All-Wise.

Surah al-Hashr 22-24

Allah & loves it from the believers that they call upon Him using His beautiful Names
and Attributes because each name reflects a certain aspect of the Lord’s attributes.

2. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. gyJw\ u) m 3 .2

All thanks and praise are due to Allah for all of His favors from beginning to the end.
Allah & deserves to be praised for the perfection of His qualities, material gifts, and
spiritual blessings. Therefore, people should praise Him for everything He has given
them. He alone deserves it. He is the Lord of the worlds, meaning He made
everything that exists, maintaining it at every moment.

Meaning of Rabb il-‘Alameen — W &,

Rabb is the owner who has the absolute authority to lead, manage, and dispose the
affairs of His creation. Allah is the Creator, and the Master over His creation. He is the
Creator of all that exists, the Owner of all that exists, and the Disposer of everything.
‘Alameen is everything in existence except Allah, because He was never created, and
has no beginning and no end. The sustenance of every creature on this earth is in the
hands of Allah d5.

3. i - - |- Gt LA
The mea.nlng of Ar-Rahman — ;ye>y! - The . \ &?.};‘ 3
All-Merciful; Ar-Raheem - ps>))- The ’
Mercy-Giving:

These two names are derived from 4e>J! (the mercy), and both have a specific
meaning. Ar-Rahman encompasses every type of mercy that Allah has for all of His
Creation, for the believers and the disbelievers, the good-doers and the evildoers.

Allay 3 says:
5:ab bygw 3Rl pAll o (A
The All-Merciful who has settled Himself over the Throne. Surah TaHa:5

11



Allah & mentioned ar-Rahman with rising over His Throne to indicate that His Mercy
encompasses all of His creation. Ar-Raheem is what affects the believers, and is
exclusively for them. Allah 35 says about the believers in the Quran:

43:005 91 sy3 Ul Epsabbll O
And He is ever merciful to the believers. Surah al-Ahzab: 43

The believers, because of their true belief, good actions, and faithful active
obedience, deserve this special, exclusive mercy, of which the disbelievers are
deprived due to their disbelief and ungratefulness toward their Lord.
=) Edls 220 ofy Do of o JB " Jeks B A Jaty S 1B s Bos 9};3\ Xe e
" i \galab (a3 g gy b 2 e B LRSS
(ally fl oS ol palr

Abdur Rahman bin Awf £ narrated: The Messenger of Allah & said: “Allah the
Exalted has said: | am Ar-Rahman (The All-Merciful | created the womb (Rahim),
and named it after My Name. If anyone keeps ties with it, | will keep ties with him,
and if anyone cuts it off, | shall cut him off.”

Jami’ at-Tirmidhi (Book of Righteousness)

ar-Rahman and ar-Raheem are both actual names of Allah with which He describes
Himself. They prove the attribute of mercy and its associated effect. Ar-Rahman is
explained as the description of mercy and ar-Raheem is the action of mercy.

4. Master of the Day of Judgment o) JYRUIE 4

Allah & is the only Owner (Malik — ¢\ ) of that Day of Judgment (Yawm ad-Deen —
ol eg). It is the Day on which all the creation will be judged and rewarded according
to their deeds. On that Day, there will be no other owner or decision-maker except
Allah &&. All ownership, decision-making, judgment, and kingship of anyone else will
vanish, and what will remain is the Kingdom of the Lord, Allah &. Sometimes the word
ad-Deen is used to refer to recompense as in this verse, and other times it refers to
actions (or religion) as in the verse:

6:09 201 8y9m 2 (15 452 o
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To you is your action (or religion) and to me is my action (or religion).
Surah al-Kafiroon: 6

Allahds is the Master and the Owner of all days, but He sets Himself apart from the
kings of this world by specifically associating the Final Day with Himself. His complete
ownership, kingship, and absolute authority will be totally apparent and realized by
everyone on that day.

This verse encourages mankind to act and prepare for that day on which they will be
repaid according to their deeds in the world. On that Day, no one will own anything
that they used to own in the world except their deeds.

5. Itis only You we worship, and it is only tanss Y61 s 615
You we ask for help ’

This means that we humble ourselves to You Our Lord in complete humility. The word
“worship” includes doing everything Allah & commands and avoiding everything He
forbids.

It is not possible to fulfill all of these duties of worshipping Allah &%, obeying Him, and
submitting fully to His command without His Help. So the believers here say, “We do
not seek the help of anyone else in worship or in anything else.” This is because
worship could not be completely established except with the help of Allah & by
entrusting one’s affairs to Him, and relying on Him.

At the same time, this does not mean that we cannot seek help from others.
Requesting help from the creation is only allowed when the one being asked is fully
capable of what he is being asked for, otherwise seeking his help is not permissible.
An example would be asking help from someone dead in his grave; this is prohibited,
rather it is major Shirk (the associating of partners with Allah in worship). This is
because the person in his grave is unable to help himself, so how could he help
someone else?

A person can ask others to help him in goodness as Allah & said in the Quran:
2.5l Bypm (53885 W J& 1555105
And help one another in righteousness and piety. Surah al-Ma’idah:2

Believers should help one another in coming closer to their Lord, and remind each
other of the afterlife.

13



6. Guide us along the straightway SR Lizal Gual .6

This verse refers to the guidance of showing and directing to the right path as well as
the guidance of granting success. Here, we ask Allah to be guided to the path that is
right.

(Al Mus-ta-qgeem — qiu.d))

The straightway is a way that is free of any deviation, and crookedness. After
requesting Allah 3 for His help in fulfilling his worship in the previous verse, mankind
now asks Allah 3 to guide them to the straight path. When there is sincerity shown
to Allah &, and we worship Him as He commanded us to do, by following His signs
and the Final Messenger, Allah 3 will grant us what we seek, and He will make it easy
for us to be steadfast on His religion.

7. The way of those whom You have ekl pb aele Eaall i brw 7
s j'& . ‘ U”'/ ‘ ‘J‘/ﬂ °
favored, not of those with whom You ~ g g . )
are angry, nor those who have gone Il ¥ wgde
astray

Here we ask Allah 35 to guide us to the path of those whom He has favored, and has
given them guidance, and granted them the knowledge of the right and wrong, and
helped them in being steadfast. This is the path of the prophets, the truthful ones, the
martyrs, and the righteous people as mentioned in this verse:

pesg o lally o1dgady Gbdially Sl G eglke 1 QAT Gpdlt a5 gl Jaliiiy A alad 0
69:;\.“».:5\ 5)}..’ Lg.-?} &fjéi

And whoever obeys Allah and the messenger, then they will be with those Allah
bestowed grace upon of the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, and the righteous.
And what excellent companions they are!

Surah an-Nisaa’:69

When Allah & bestows His favor upon people, He will guide them to the truth, as a
result of His grace. The blessing of guidance is from Allah alone, and thus the believers
are commanded to recite this Surah in every Salah so that they constantly stay in

14



submission to Allah & who will in turn grant them His Mercy and favor them by
opening their hearts to the true religion.

We seek Allah’s protection from following the path of those who incurred His anger
by ignoring His Final Messenger, and also from the path of those who went astray due
to lack of knowledge, and were then lost in the darkness of misguidance.

This verse was revealed about the Jews and the Christians. The Jews had abandoned
the practice of the religion even though they knew the truth, while the Christians has
lost true knowledge because they did not seek it from its proper sources. So anyone
who follows the path of those who are corrupt will incur Allah’s & anger on
themselves, while those who will blindly follow their passion will be misguided.

Allah & mentioned here those who earned His anger upon themselves before those
who went astray because the former are more severe in opposition to the truth due
to their pride than the latter.

15



Surah An-Naas — Chapter 114
(The Mankind)

It has 6 verses and was revealed in Madinah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, s )
the Mercy-Giving aé/?)w‘M

1. Say: | seek refuge in the Lord of all

mankind.
2. King of all mankind. u"‘:j‘ s .
3. Lord of all mankind. u"‘:j‘ 41\ .

4. From the evil of the (Al Khannaas: the one
who whispers and backs off) inciting and
receding whisperer.

5. Who whispers in the chests of people. G 3a s e s 8
P peop q»LJ\ 2990 & [pyes U

6. From the jinn and the mankind. q“”‘ﬁ “";‘ o

Summary of this Surah:

This Surah is about turning to the Lord of the mankind Allah & who is also their
Rightful Master, seeking refuge in Him from the evil of the devil and his armies among
the devils and men that lead people astray by whispering evil things to them. If we
act upon those whisperings — which are calling to evil actions - we will be the ones
who are sinful.

In this Surah, Allah 35 tells us to seek His protection from evils which affect us
internally. I.e. whisperings which harm us inside, and might weaken our Eman (Belief)
due to doubts, or the whisperings that will confuse us and take us toward the evil
path.

16



Its Virtues:

OB I B QLI (E5 DB e 55 HB A1 gty O : 05 el (s daie i 2
(Sl bS) Gl polr — W15 6 3555 g J3 W5 Ul
Abu Saeed al-Khudri «# narrates: “The Messenger of Allah % used to seek refuge
with Allah from the jinn and from the evil eye until the Mu’wadaitain (Surah Falaq

and Surah Naas) were revealed, and when they were revealed he started to recite
them and not anything else.” - Jami’ at-Tirmdhi (Book of Medicine)

This surah and al-Falag together are also known as al-Mu'awwidhatayn (the two
Surahs in which refuge with Allah has been sought.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. The way of those whom You have favored, da\fj\ <y 546 g1
2. not of those with whom You are angry, uofd\ s 2
3. nor those who have gone astray ‘_,ofd\ 45\ )

These three verses describe the attributes of Allah & : He gives sustenance to
mankind and every other being, He is the Lord and He is worthy of all worship.

All things are created by Allah &, possessed by Him, and obey Him. He informed us
that anyone who wants refuge he should seek it in the Lord who has these attributes.
Allah is the Lord of everything, the King of everything, and the Master of everything.

The repetition of the word “naas” or mankind in these three verses is to show the
stature and position of humans in the sight of Allah &5, and also because their Creator
wants to tell them who to turn to in times of difficulty. He commands whoever is
seeking protection to seek refuge with the One who has these attributes from the evil
of the whisperer who withdraws after whispering i.e. the devil that is with the man .
Every son of Adam has a gareen or a companion that beautifies the wicked deeds for
him. This particular devil will go to any lengths to confuse the man and lead him
astray. The only way to be protected from the evil of this gareen is to turn to Allah &,
the Lord of all worlds, who is also the Lord of all mankind and jinn.

17
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Abd-Allah ibn Mas’ood «: said: The Messenger of Allah & said: “There is no one
among you but a companion from among the jinn has been assigned to him.” They
said, “Even you, O Messenger of Allah?’ He said, “Even me, but Allah helped me
with him and he became Muslim (or: and | am safe from him), so he only enjoins
me to do that which is good.” - Sahih Muslim (Book of the Day of Judgment)

4. From the evil of the inciting and receding

) P gl 3 e 4
whisperer. - . -

°

5. Who whispers in the chests of mankind. oW ;33.5;0 S e ng\j‘ 5

Satan encourages people to commit sins as he makes evil attractive to men.

(i A F5 136 3 SthwG&’guowx" Ju%em ag,wuww.\.&f
Cy\..al\ &.&»o\” u"}“"’ﬁg}‘“’b‘ﬁ

Abdullah ibn Abbas < narrated from the Messenger of Allah #&: “Shaitan perches
on the heart of man; if he remembers Allah, the devil moves away and if he
forgets Allah 45, the devil comes back to whisper. " Mishkaah al Masabeeh

The devil whispers from behind a screen and then backs off and waits to get hold of
the person when he becomes negligent in the remembrance of Allah 3. So one
should always protect himself against this devil by constantly remembering Allah 2.

/"“'

6. From the jinn and the mankind. u»\.J L&l 5 .6

In the final verse of this chapter, the refuge is sought in Allah & not only from the
devils that can mislead the man, but also from the evil suggestions of other humans.

ji &ﬂgﬁ ci&-‘j uu}’\ g:bw o ‘2&“" );93 )3 L:T L" @ ! Jj...o) JB :JB L“SJLQ&S‘ 33 ‘éi o
A ol "o 1B bl LW
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Abu Dharr < reported that : Prophet & said once "Abu Dharr, seek refuge against
the devils among men and jinn." | asked, "Are there devils among men also?" He
said, "Yes."  Narrated by: Ahmad

19



Surah Al Falaq - Chapter 113
(The Daybreak)

It has 5 verses and was revealed in Madinah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

1. Say: | seek refuge in the Lord of the d,w\ iy 3}‘;]‘ ‘_}3 1
daybreak. -

2. From the evil of what He created. 01,, G 3o o .2

3. And from the evil of the gathering ;...93 134 &“"9 FORPTI

darkness when it overspreads.

4. And from the evil of the blowers who VAT 3 <BUEd o ey 4
blow upon knots. ’ ’

5. And from the evil of an envier when s 13) > 5% 405 .5
he envies. / ’

Summary of this Surah:

Allah 35 tells the believers to seek refuge in Him from the outer evils which are
harmful to us and are out of our control due to their secret or hidden nature. The one
who commits these evils against us (i.e. magic, envy etc.) would be sinful. The harms
mentioned in this Surah are worldly matters and can harm us in our worldly affairs.

The evil of external influences is less powerful in comparison to the Waswasa
(whisperings) from Shaytan which affects our Eman (belief) inside, as mentioned in
Surah an-Naas previously.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. Say: | seek refuge in the Lord of the R P
daybreak. ‘?'w S 25 & 1
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Falag is the Daybreak when the sun just cracks through the night. Allah & is signifying
that He is the Master of birth, and of all life ,because it is with His permission that the
sun rises and sets . This splitting signifies the birth of the day from the darkness of the
night, and in another place it can also mean the birth of rain tearing from the clouds
which gives life to the dead earth - providing life food for all living beings - that give
birth to children and maintain the cycle of life on this planet.

-

2. From the evil of what He created. ETER )

This means from the evil of all created things. Everything that has been created has
some good and evil inside of it. Allah our Lord is not a part of His creation, He is
separate from it, thus He is free from any evil . The One we seek refuge in is Allah
because He is able to help us overcome anything.

3. And from the E\{I| of the gathering T35 13) d“"""‘ ;-““ 5.3
darkness when it overspreads. g
Ghasiq is the first stage of darkness of the night, and it appears as soon as the sun has
set. Some commentators say that the word Ghasig means moon based on a hadeeth:

Sdharin! fade " o) 41 e oy BB L) I I8 e A oy didle e
raball 3 "By 13) Guls s (B 13) Gl 5 oy
Aisha bint Abi Bakr may Allah be pleased with her said that once the Prophet of
Allah £ took her hand, pointed to the moon, and said: “Seek refuge in Allah

from the evil of Ghasiq when it comes; this is the Ghasiq (the moon) when the
darkness follows.” Mishkaah al Masabeeh

4. And from the evil of the blowers who RERT 3 BN T o0 4
blow upon knots. T -

Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal reported that a Jew bewitched Prophet Muhammad % and
the prophet of Allah remained under its spell for several days. Then Jibreel came to
him and informed him that such and such Jew had enchanted him and has hidden a

21



knotted rope in such and such a well that had dried out. Jibreel asked him to send
somebody to get the bewitched object from the well. The Prophet # sent someone
to bring them back, untied the knots, and the spell was broken. The Prophet # never
mentioned it to that Jew nor showed him any anger out of wisdom.

5. And from the evil of an envier when he 1o 13 sl T o035
envies. SR

In the previous verse, the evils with which one can be affected were mentioned. In
the final verse of this Surah, the root of those problems is mentioned: envy. Envy is
when someone wishes evil to befall another person and does not wish him success.
This surah is an invocation against all evils . If we have a strong connection with Allah
&5, no matter how powerful the enemies may feel, Allah has power over everything,
and He will respond to us with Divine Help, if we humbly and sincerely ask Him.
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Surah Al Ikhlas - Chapter 112
(The Sincerity)

It has 4 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

1. Say: Heis Allah, One. s P J~’ 1

2. Allah, the Everlasting Refuge. e B 2

3. He does not beget, nor is He

:\j 2 of. .113 of .3
begotten. 215 4t

4. And none is equal to Him sgi \}Zfij ui-'c‘ﬁ 4
Summary of this Surah:

The surah has been called the chapter of sincerity or purity, because it purifies a
person’s belief from polytheism. It provides proof for the Oneness of Allah and His
eternality i.e. He has no end, and that He is the Lord of everything.

This chapter of the Quran also rejects the claims of all those who claim that Allah &
is a part of Trinity and also negates that there are other lords associated with Him in
his Lordship whether through ancestry, as an offspring, or likeness.

Its Virtues:
Ty LS 6 oo Sl o T OF 180T foal " 06 88 01 8« eyl i 2
()l D) gt s o S ks s 5 6 136 ol S

Abu Darda' « reported Allah's Apostle % as saying: “Is anyone of you incapable of
reciting a third of the Quran in a night?” They (the Companions) asked: How could
one recite a third of the Quran (in a night)? Upon this the Messenger of Allah &
said: "Say: He is Allah, One' is equivalent to a third of the Quran."

Sahih Muslim (Book of Prayer)
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Aisha may Allah be pleased with her reported that the Prophet Muhammad &
once sent a man as a leader of an expedition. During the journey, in every prayer
he concluded his recitation of the Quran with Surah Al-lkhlas. On their return his

companions mentioned this to Prophet Muhammad &, who replied, “Ask him why
he did so”. When the man was asked, he answered, “In this surah the attributes
of the Merciful Allah have been stated; therefore, | love to recite it again and
again.” When the Prophet Muhammad & heard this reply, he said to the people,
“Inform him that Allah holds him in great love and esteem.”
Sahih Muslim (Book of Prayer)

Commentary on this Surah:
1. Say: He is Allah, One. A1 3 J3 1

The polytheists and pagans of Mecca one day approached and challenged the
Messenger of Allah & saying, “Give us the lineage of your Lord.” It was then that Allah
revealed this surah.

The Jews wrongly attributed a son to Allah and began worshipping him, whereas the
Christians falsely believed that Jesus was the son of Allah and worshipped him instead.
The pagans worshipped the sun, the moon, and the polytheists worshipped the idols.
So Allah 3 revealed it to His Messenger to inform them about the traits and attributes
of their true Lord who is perfect in all His Attributes and He does not have a partner
as they claim.

This verse is an affirmation of Allah’s oneness and as such it negates all forms of
polytheism and idolatry. This is very important because the foundation on which our
faith is built is the absolute belief that Allah is One. Muslims worship Allah alone, He
has no partners, associates, or helpers, and this has been emphasized over and again
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throughout the Quran so that the people pay attention to this message. Worship is to
be directed solely to Allah, for He is the only One worthy of worship.

2. Allah, the Everlasting Refuge. ol & 2

It means He is the One to Whom all creation turns to fulfill their needs and He is the
One Who answer their prayers. Allah & is the Master, Who is Perfect, the All-knowing,
Whose Knowledge is complete the Wise, Whose Wisdom is complete. No one is
worthy of praise as much as He is. He has no one like Him in His creation and nothing
can be equal to Him.

3. He does not beget, nor is He begotten. -Uji 33 " é 3

This verse means that He has no son, father or wife and all the claims people make in
this regard are false, and if anyone asked them to produce a proof for this, they would
fail to do so. Allah is the Owner and the Creator of everything and so how can it be
said that He has an equal or a partner or a relative who resembles Him. The third
verse describes that He was not born hence does not have any parents nor did He
give birth so He does not have any children or lineage that can be attributed to Him.
Allah was not created and He created everything, He has no beginning and no end,
whereas everything else was created and will end one day.

4. And none is comparable to Him. s d S5 45 .4

The last verse declares that Allah & is beyond comparison. Surah Al-lkhlas directly
supports the first pillar of Islam, the shahadah: “There is no true deity but Allah”. Allah
&5 owns everything and He created everything. Allah & isin no need of an equivalent,
a spouse, or even a child to support Him because He is the Master and Creator of
everything that ever came into existence. He is all alone, so we turn to Him alone
during our prayers and for sacrifices.
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Review Questions 1

whispering

misguidance [ moon son darkness | sincerity | seventeen

jealousy

equal

envy external | associate | guidance | partner | His anger

internally

Fill in the blanks:

1.

vk W

Surah al-Fatiha is recited by believers in their prayers at least

times a day.

Ghasig can either mean the or the

Ikhlaas means

Allah commands the believers to seek in Surah al-Fatiha.
Allah has no , ,

. He is the One, the Master of the universe.

, Or

The root cause of problems between the humans is and

Waswaas is the

Evils mentioned in Surah an-Naas impact while the ones

mentioned in Surah al-Falag have an influence.

In Surah al-Fatiha, we ask Allah to protect us from and

True or False:

(
(
(
(
(
(
(

Surah al-lkhlaas talks about the evils of magic.
Surah al-Fatiha has 7 verses in it.

There are devils found among the men and jinns.
Allah is the Master of the entire universe.

Rabb, Malik, and Illaah are from the names of Allah.
Al-Falag means the midnight.

No un b,k wNRE

)
)
)
)
)
)
) Surah al-Fatiha is also known as the Opening of the Quran.
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Surah Al Masad - Chapter 111
(The Palm Fiber)

It has 5 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

¢ sl 4
the Mercy-Giving @wsfq\\jw

1. Perish the hands of Abu Lahab! And Edy b PR, |
perish he! o

2. His wealth will not avail him, nor that g.,,;“fuj A 6;\ ».2
which he gained.

3. He will burn in a flaming fire in Hell b b fe J,M 3

4. And his wife shall as well, the carrier Cld D w4
of firewood. ]

5. Around her neck is a rope of palm- Aok op s Bl 3.5
fiber. /

Summary of this Surah:

This is the only place in the Quran where a person from among the enemies of
Prophet Mohammad has been condemned by name. Abu Lahab was the uncle of the
Prophet 2 and he harmed his own nephew out of hatred and jealousy. This surah is
dedicated to Abu Lahab and his wife and talks about their crimes and the

compensation awaiting them in the Hereafter for their deeds.

When the Prophet # was commanded to present the message of Islam openly, and
he was instructed in the Quran to warn first of all his nearest kinsfolk of the
punishment of Allah &%, so he ascended the Mount Safa one morning and called out
aloud: Ya sabahah (O, the calamity of the morning!). This alarm in Arabia was raised
by the person who noticed early at dawn an enemy tribe advancing against his tribe
so that the people can rush to save their family and their belongings.
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When the Messenger £ made this call, the people inquired as to who had made the
call and wondered about the reason behind the alarm. They were told that it was
Muhammad #&. There, the people of all the clans of Quraish rushed out. When the
People had gathered, the Messenger # calling out each clan by name, O Bani Hashim,
O Bani Abdul Muttalib, O Bani Fihr, O Bani so and so and he said: "If | were to tell you
that behind the hill there was an enemy host ready to fall upon you, would you believe
me?" The people responded with one voice, saying that they never had so far
experienced a lie from him. The Prophet # said: "Then | warn you that you are
heading for a torment (punishment in the afterlife)." Before anyone else could speak,
Abu Lahab, the uncle of the Messenger of Allah % broke the silence and said: “May
you perish Is this what you summoned us for!?”. Thereupon, this surah was revealed

Commentary on this Surah:

1. Perish the hands of Abu Lahab! And & <. J
perish he!

-
R o
{z
2\
o

His real name was 'Abd al-'Uzza, and he was called Abu Lahab on account of his
glowing, reddish complexion. Lahab means the flame of fire and Abu Lahab is called
as such here by his nickname. This was a prophecy in which an event taking place in
the future has been described in the past tense to suggest that its occurrence in the
future is certain and inevitable. He came from a powerful lineage as he was the
grandson of Hashim. He was also the paternal uncle of the Prophet, and two of his
sons were married to the two daughters of Prophet Muhammad £ but the marriage
was never consummated.

2. His wealth will not avail him, nor that - S Bk e 6_;\ e .2
which he gained. '

His wealth did not benefit him at all and since he was a stingy materialistic man, he’d
say that he will ransom himself on the Day of Judgment using his money and power.
From among his kasab (gains) are also his children, and even they had abandoned
their father at the time of his death. They did not even bury him honorably. Thus,

28



within a few years the people witnessed how the prophecy which had been made in
this Surah about Abu Lahab was literally fulfilled.

3. He will burn in a flaming fire in Hell A B "G L2 3

Very soon Abu Lahab will be cast into a flame which has the same quality of redness
as his skin tone. Abu Lahab use to take pride in two things, his wealth and his children,
and Allah took both of them away from him in this life as a form of punishment for
harming the Messenger #& and trying to stop the spread of Islam.

4. And his wife shall as well, the carrier of AR gﬁ};@ 4
firewood. ’
5. Around her neck is a rope of palm-fiber. Ad oo s B 3.5

His wife was Umm Jamil and she used to boast about her high status and noble lineage
in her society. She used to grab her necklace whenever she saw the Prophet % and
she would swear by false gods that she would give away the necklace in the cause of
harming the Messenger of Allah % and to show her hatred against the Prophet #.
She openly gave her support for her husband’s disbelief and would spread gossip and
rumors about the Prophet of Allah. Therefore, she would also be helping in his
punishment on the day of Judgment in the Hell-fire by carrying the firewood and
adding more fuel to the fire around her husband.

And for herself, she will have a rope of palm fiber twisted around her neck as a
consequence of her misdeeds in this world.
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Surah Al Nasr - Chapter 110
(The Divine Support)

It has 3 verses

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, @E\/@QLM
the Mercy-Giving

1. When the support of Allah comes and )ci,éj\j P a2 13,1
victory.

2. And you see the people entering the G130 1 s & RNENY P s .2
religion of Allah in multitudes T
(groups).

3. Then highly exalt your Lord with 61§ 8 &y oyRauy &l Uik C“‘J 3

praise, and seek His forgiveness; for
indeed He is ever Accepting of
repentance.

Summary of this Surah:

This surah informs the Prophet # that the ultimate Victory from Allah is about to
come and Makkah will be liberated from the polytheists. Ibn Abbas says that when
this Surah was revealed, the Holy Prophet 2% said that he had been informed of his
death and his time had approached. Allah & also informed His Messenger by the
revelation of this Surah that the people will come to Islam in large numbers in the
future, and since the task of delivering the message to the people had been fulfilled
by the Prophet of Allah, he should busy himself with the remembrance of his Lord and
prepare for his meeting with Him.
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Commentary on this Surah:

1. When the support of Allah comes and ic;j\j 1 e s 311
victory. ’ ’

With the Help of Allah & came the victory in the form of peaceful conquest of Makkah
by the Prophet 4 and his companions. For indeed the different areas of the Arabian
tribes were waiting for the conquest before they would accept Islam and would say it
to one another that if Muhammad is a true prophet, then he will be given victory over
the people of Makkah with his true religion.

2. And you see the people entering L’\jﬁ\ & s & ‘_,ji’,,\_, el Eahy .2
the religion of Allah in multitudes. ST

When Makkah was conquered, all of the people from around Makkah rushed to the
Messenger of Allah # to profess their Islam. A lot of the tribes on the outskirts of
Makkah used to say, “Leave him and his people alone. If he is victorious over them he
is a true Prophet.” . So many people had entered Islam and gave their oath of
allegiance to him, that when he went for the Farewell Pilgrimage to Makkah, in A.H.
10, the whole of Arabia had become Muslim, and not a single polytheist remained
anywhere in the country.

3. Then highly exalt your Lord with 5@’1 éj-é;-&‘j é.b) e C““& 3
praise, and seek His forgiveness; o
for indeed He is ever Accepting of bl
repentance.

Hamd or praise here implies praising Allah Almighty as well as thanking Him; tasbeeh
means to regard Allah as pure and free from every weakness. The Prophet & was
enjoined to do hamd and tasbeeh of Allah when he witnessed this manifestation of
Allah’s power. Here, hamd means that in respect of his great success he should never
entertain the idea that it was the result of any excellence of his own, but he should
attribute this victory as a favor from Allah and His mercy, and he should thank Him
alone for it, and acknowledge with his heart and tongue that praise and gratitude for
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the victory and success which belongs to Allah & alone. Islam had finally gained a
strong ground in Makkah in this manner, and no one had any doubt about the
truthfulness of Prophet Mohammad’s prophethood.

The victory of Allah 35 is great, but the remembrance of Allah &5 is even greater! This
is why Allah 3 is saying that one should keep praising and glorifying Allah, even more
so now due to the fact that many people have accepted Islam as their new way of life.
Our main priority as slaves must always be to praise Allah 3.
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Surah Al Kafiroon — Chapter 109
(The Disbelievers)

It has 6 verses

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

the Mercy-Giving J Jq_ o 5
1. Say, “O disbelievers.” e @6 o6 .1
2. 1do not worship what you worship. Oekiai b Asi Y 2
3. Nor are you worshippers of what | el b b (;,‘ Y5 .3

worship.

of

4. Nor shall | ever be a worshipper of
what you worship.

LB G L 6l Yy 4

L Y

5. Nor shall you ever be worshippers of Xl s byl F“‘ Y3 .5
what | worship.

6. For you is your religion, and for me is o U9 (,g,,, (,_Q 6
my religion. o
Summary of this Surah:

This surah instructs the Prophet Muhammad # to inform the disbelievers that the
worship of false gods and the worship of One God can never be compatible.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. Say, “O disbelievers.” ojstQ\ Le_g‘ G Jf’ 1

Although the Prophet £ has been commanded to tell this to address the disbelievers
directly, the theme that follows makes it explicit that every believer should tell the
disbelievers clearly what has been said in the following verses; so much so that the
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person who has just believed and repented of kufr is also bound to express similarly
his disapproval of the worship of the false gods. This does not mean that people go
around disrespecting other religions, but it means that they make their hearts and
deeds free of polytheism and associate no partners with Allah 5.

2. |do not worship what you worship. Oylias s ety 2

The people of Makkah out of their ignorance once invited the Messenger & to
worship their idols for a year and they would in turn worship his Lord in the following
year. Allah 3 revealed these verses and commanded His Messenger # to separate
himself from their religion completely. Allah & told Prophet Muhammad £ to show
his people what he clearly believes in, and not to give in to their demands, no matter
how much pressure they apply on him.

3. Nor are you worshippers of what | el Sadule ('i,\ Y5 .3
worship. i

This is to inform the disbelievers that they never worshipped what the Messenger 2
worshipped i.e. Allah 3. The disbelievers used to think that they are connecting to
Allah & by using idols as a mean of communication, and they were wrong. It has been
made clear that which did not happen in the past will also not occur in the future, that
the Messenger of Allah # will never disbelief like they disbelieved and also the
disbelievers will remain upon their disbelief for as long as they associate partner with
Allah.

4. Nor shall | ever be a worshipper of what

N ke
&
s

e
o
<.
5
~

you worship.

In the fourth verse the Messenger & is told to clarify that he will never follow their
path of polytheism. Even before his Prophethood he never associated any partners
with Allah & and was not known to have worshipped the idols at any stage of his life,
and was never seen to or heard of praying to the idols in Makkah or elsewhere.

The Messenger of Allah & worshipped Allah in the manner that was legislated by Allah
&5 Himself.

34



5. Nor shall you ever be worshippers of il e Soule ("2" Y5 .5
what | worship. ’

6. For yOfJ !s your religion, and for me is o Qj v-<~° Vﬁ 6
my religion. -

The disbelievers followed their own desires when it came to worshipping Allah. So
Allah & informed them that they will never be equal to the true believers who
worship Allah & without associating anyone else in worship with Him. Shortly after
the revelation of the final verse in this chapter which started that the religion of
Prophet Muhammad # is separate from the religion of the disbelievers, Allah &5
commanded His Messenger to migrate to the city of Madinah.
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Surah Al Kawthar — Chapter 108
(The Abundant Goodness)

It has 3 verses

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

1. Indeed, We have given you (O S0 ekt 6 .7
Muhammad), abundant goodness.

2. So pray to your Lord, and sacrifice. 3;3.\3 &y Jw 8
3. Asto the one who despises you- he is ﬂy\ 3 Sl 31 9
utterly cut off.

Summary of the Surah:

This Surah gives the Prophet Muhammad % glad tidings of the abundant goodness
that Allah & has in store for His Messenger & in this world and the afterlife. And for
this very reason, Allah & instructs His Messenger # to worship Him with gratitude
and charitable generosity.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. Indeed, We have given you (O ﬂ‘ Achsf € 1
Muhammad), abundant goodness. ’

P B oldlr o)) b o 58 & 92 130 S sl 1 JB BB 1 e il e
" P 05lary BT s ar 130 Ay (L) (S Cagpaad (Lghans o
(BB S (gl o

Anas < narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 22 said: “l have been given al-
Kawthar, and it is a river that flows on the face of the earth. Its banks are domes
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of pearls and it is not covered. | struck its dust with my hand and its dust was the
most fragrant (or pure) musk, and its pebbles were pearls.”
Sahih al Bukhari (Book of ar-Rigaq)

The other forms of abundant goodness that Allah & gave His Messenger & in this
world are that he expanded his chest for him so that he can carry the Quran easily,
and he made his name known throughout the world. Allah & sheltered him when he
was an orphan and protected the deliverance of this message at the hands of His Final
Messenger.

2. So pray to your Lord, and sacrifice. 5;?‘3 ..._b) | )

Allah & instructs His Messenger £ to worship Him sincerely just as he has been
honored in this world and the next life by His Lord.

Allah & commands him to worship Him alone, and not to associate any partners
with Him, and to sacrifice in His name alone. Allah & says:

ket 31 Ulg Sal sy & G5 Y Gral O ) 385 ey (S DU O 18
163-162: ¥ 5,500

Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my dying are for Allah,
Lord of the worlds. No partner has He. And this | have been commanded, and | am
the first [among you] of the Muslims." - Surah al-An’aam: 162-163

Since the idolaters bow to other than Allah & and sacrifice in the name of creation
rather than Allah, Allah tells His Messenger # to set himself apart from them so that

his followers also follow his Sunnah, or path.

3. As to the one who despises you- he is ﬂﬁig\ }g a‘,u u\ 3
utterly cut off.
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The one who hates the Messenger %, and the message of truth and guidance that he
has come with, he is the most cut off, and will be among the lowliest people who will
not be remembered.

Some scholars said: "This Surah was revealed about Abu Lahab when a son of the
Messenger of Allah # died. Abu Lahab went to the idolaters and said, "Muhammad
has been cut off (i.e. from having a lineage) tonight.' So concerning this incident Allah
35 revealed this verse in defense of His Prophet’s honour.

The disbelievers in their ignorance thought that if Prophet Muhammad’s sons are
taken away then there will be no one to carry on his name into the future and that his
remembrance would be cut off and that his message would come to an end after his
death. On the contrary, Allah & preserved his remembrance for all the world to see
and to this day people know and follow the teachings of Muhammad, and He
obligated all the servants to follow his Law. This will continue for all of time until the
Day of Gathering and the coming of the Hereafter.
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Surah Al Ma'un - Chapter 107
(The Abundant Goodness)

It has 7 verses

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

. Have you seen the one who denies the
Final Judgment?

. This, then, is the same who repels the
orphan.

. And who will not urge the feeding of
the poor.

. So woe to all those who pray;

. That is, all those who are unmindful
about their prayers.

. Those who only make a show of
worship.

. While they withhold small kindnesses
from others.

Summary of this Surah:
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This chapter of the Quran admonishes the irreligious people who focus on the physical
aspects of worship more than worshipping Allah with sincerity and also those who
refuse to help others around them. The ultimate purpose of worship is to be a kinder
and more humble human who serves others irrespective of their gender or creed, and



if the worship does not bring about these changes in a human then he is only
worshipping Allah in name and not in deed.

Commentary on the Surah:

1. Have you seen the one who denies the ‘y:\.!b Li& 6;\3‘ =51
Final Judgment? JeITT IR

2. This, then, is the same who repels the R ‘Sj‘ i 2
orphan. > 2 /

3. And who will not urge the feeding of the RSN ( eb’{b gsl" $ % Y5 .3
poor. > sy SR5

Allah 35 tells His Messenger to observe the one who denies the Hereafter and the
consequences of his actions. This person is the one who oppresses the weakest in his
society especially the orphans and does not give them their just due. Neither does he
feed the needy, nor is he kind to him because he does not believe in the afterlife, or
that Allah & will bring him to account for the things he did when he was alive.

4. So woe to all those who pray; il s 4
5. That is, all those who are unmindful u}gu v_gw o “_gu_,_g\ 5

about their prayers.

They are the people who pray but do not gain any benefit from their prayers.
Ibn Abbas % said that, “This means the hypocrites who pray in public but do not pray

in private.”
6. Those .who only make a show of o”f\}g ‘,.é u"d‘ .6
worship.
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7. While they withhold small kindnesses g}éw\ Sgpiss .7
from others.

This means that they are unjust with others and take away their rights in order to gain
more of this world for themselves while spiritually they remain weak and arrogant.

The final verses talk about the one who shows off and wants to be praised by people
for his prayers, but does not remember Allah sincerely or with devotion and focus.
This person does not sincerely believe in Allah, or His reward, so he does as little as
possible in order to appear spiritual in the eyes of others around him. These are the
type of people who do not worship their Lord well, nor do they treat His creation with
respect. They do not even lend things which others may benefit from and be helped
by, even though the object will remain intact and be returned to them as their main
concern is making a lot of profit at the expense of others.
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Review Questions 2

Abu Fath of )
prayer tasbeeh help laziness hamd
lahab Makkah
abundance river show-off victory sacrifice orphans Islam

Fill in the blanks:

1. Surah al-Masad was revealed about , the uncle of the
Prophet of Allah.

2. Surah al-Ma’un warns those who show in their prayers or

3. Allah commands His Prophet to do and in

Surah al-Nasr, after having delivered the message.
4. Al-Kawthar means the

5. In Surah al-Kawthar, Allah commands His Prophet to perform

and out of gratitude.
6. The Conquest of Makkah which is also known as was a victory
and Allah foretold His Prophet that the religion of will

dominate the world.
7. One must be kind to the needy and the

True or False:

( ) 1. Conquest of Makkah has been described in Surah al-
Kawthar.

( ) 2. Surah al-Kafiroon was revealed about the disbelievers who
wanted the Prophet to follow their religion.

( ) 3. UmJamil was the wife of Abu Lahab, and she has also
been mentioned in Surah al-Masad.
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) 4. Allah warns the people who don’t take care of their
prayers in Surah al-Ma’un.
) 5. Itisallowed for us to sacrifice for other than Allah.
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Surah Quraish — Chapter 106
(The Tribe of Quraish)

It has 4 verses

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

1. For the accustomed security of the w’ﬁ )V |
people of Quraish ’

2. Their seasoned security in their winter aally s EEd 3,1;) ) 2
and summer trade-journeying.

3. Let them, then, worship only the Lord cadiiia &y ekt 3
of this Sacred House.

4. The One who alone has fed them B3 5 ey gt o M\ 6,’6\ 4
against hunger and secured them from ’
fear.

Summary of this Surah:

Allah &5 reminds the recipients of the Quran, the tribe of Quraish, to give thanks to
the One Lord who had long blessed them in their dry desert surroundings with
abundant provision and security.

Commentary of this Surah:

1. For the accustomed security of the u*‘); oy 1
people of Quraish 2 £
2. Their seasoned security in their winter o 5‘3 ] 21;) wm‘ P

and summer trade-journeying.
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The purpose of reminding Quraish of the security around their land is for the
familiarity and union among their tribe who, together with all the citizens of Mecca,
had settled there because of the honour, importance and security of the Ka'ba for
which, every year, many people from Arabia came to that city for pilgrimage. These
journeys were also profitable for the people of Quraish as people from different parts
of the land would bring business with them.

All of these blessings were obtained under the existence of that amazing security
provided by Allah. The purpose of the unifying and familiarity of the Quraish may be
due to their love for their sacred land. The political and economical importance
associated with the Ka’bah, for the Quraish securing them from the invasions of the
hostile tribes in the Arabian Peninsula thus making them monopolize the trade of the
area from the North to the South and vice-versa.

In the summer, they used to go to Syria which had moderate weather and in winter
to Yemen where they enjoyed a warm climate, for the purposes of trade, and it was
by Allah's Grace that they travelled safely and undisturbed on their journeys,
otherwise, the routes were not safe and none could travel without being plundered
and suffering death and destruction or suffering heavy losses.

It was the position of the Quraish with regard to their connection with their services
to the Ka'ba that they received the security and honour from the people around them.
Allah 35 planned to keep them safe for the advent of Islam and the emergence of the
final Messenger of Allah.

But, the tribe of Quraish, whose protection, safety and honour was due to the Ka'bah
being in their city and were given the task of guarding the House of Allah, turned into

enemies against the religion of Islam.

3. Let them, then, worship only the Lord of 231 10 &, \5}‘“{0‘ 3 3
this Sacred House. /
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4. The One who alone has fed them against i ("é"“ﬁ @, o el <2l < 4
hunger and secured them from fear.

S
Allah &5 describes the blessings of food and safety that He gave this tribe so that they
may be thankful to Him, the Lord of the Sacred House, from which they obtained all
their honor and high social status.
When the Quraish had been granted such great blessings; security in trade for gaining
profit and the honor, they should have gratefully worshipped the Lord of the Ka'bah,
who provided them with every kind of good food and the other provisions of life,
through merchandise and the pilgrimage. And Allah had protected them from the
intimidating enemy, Abrahah, who wishes to destroy the House of Allah but failed
(discussed in the following chapter, Surah al-Feel)

Allah 3% has favored Quraish with safety and gentleness, so they should single Him
out for worship alone, without associating any partner in worship. Allah commanded
them that they should not worship any idol, rival or statue besides Him. Therefore,
whoever accepts this command, Allah will give him safety in both this life and the
Hereafter. However, whoever disobeys Him, Allah will remove both the safety and
blessings from him.
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Surah Al Feel — Chapter 105
(The Elephant)

It has 5 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

et Sl
the Mercy-Giving (m’qu
1. Have you not seen, O Prophet, how JJ-“ ubwu &) ‘_}.«A . ;J_, é‘ 1

your Lord dealt with the Companions of
the Elephant?

2. Did He not put their plot into Jokiai § RAXS a2 1T .2
misguidance? ]

3. And He sent against them birds in J.,,\;f b (..g..ls« ;}.:.5]‘3 3
flocks.

4. Striking them with stones of hardened S B s g 4
clay. !

5. And He made them like eaten husk. Jjﬁz Mﬁk”"’ 5

Summary of the Surah:

This is one of the greatest favors Allah had on the people of Quraysh. He saved them
from the Companions of the Elephant who tried to bring down the Ka'bah and wipe
out all traces of its existence. Allah & defeated them by overturning their plot and
made their efforts go in vain. This story became a lesson for generations to come, and
the people living around Ka’bah began to hold Quraish and the House of Allah even
in higher esteem.
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Commentary on this Surah:

1. Have you not seen, O Prophet, J*éj‘ ool ﬂj) Ju Xy P (1\ 1
how your Lord dealt with the - ’

Companions of the Elephant?

2. Did He not put their plot into ka5 d ("é""c;‘.}”" (1\ 2

misguidance?

Abrahah, the king of Yemen, decided to re-direct the worshippers from Makkah to his
country, and he built a tall and decorated church for that purpose. He thought that
this would force the Arabs and others in his time to make a pilgrimage to Yemen
instead of Makkah, and also help him gain an edge over the business that came along.
He announced it openly and this angered the Arab tribes, a man from Quraish tribe
journeyed to the church and entered it one night. He then defiled in the church and
ran away (escaping the people). When the custodians of the church saw what he had
done, they reported it to their king, Abrahah who swore to march to the Ka’bah and
destroy it stone by stone out of revenge.

Abrahah prepared himself and set out with a huge and powerful army so that none
might prevent him from carrying out his mission. He took along a great, powerful
elephant that had a huge body the like of which had never been seen before. When
the Arabs heard of Abrahah's expedition, they considered it a serious issue. They
prayed and waited for the decision of their Lord to sort out this grave matter for them.

When the army of Abrahah reaches its destination, the leading elephant in the army
refused to march in the direction of the Kabah, the House of Allah. Abrahah's men
beat the elephant in an attempt to make it rise, but it refused and knelt down. They
beat it on its head with axes and used hooked staffs to pull it out of its resistance and
make it stand, but it refused again. So they turned him toward Yemen, and he rose
and walked quickly. Then they turned him toward Ash-Sham and he did likewise. Then
tried to make him move toward the east and he did obeyed. But when they turned
him toward Makkah he knelt down again, and refused to move in that direction.
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3. And He sent against them birds in J..»b\ ‘j"” - ia/l/’ J-«g\j 3
flocks. i g

4. Striking them with stones of 3 o Bylek c"@""f 4
hardened clay. o T

Then, in a short span of time, Allah & sent against them the birds from the sea. Each
bird carried three stones the size of chickpeas and lentils, one in each claw and one in
its beak. Every member of the army of Abraha that was hit by them was destroyed,
though not all of the army men were hit. They fled in panic while death pursued them
wherever they went along the road.

Ibn "Abbas said, "Ababil means some of them following after others."

Some of them were destroyed immediately, while others were gradually broken down
limb by limb while trying to escape.

Ibn Ishaq said that when Allah & sent Muhammad with the prophethood, among the
things that he used to recount to the Quraysh as blessings that Allah had favored them
with of His bounties, was His defending them from the attack of the Companions of
the Elephant.

5. And He made them like eaten J;fu 2 22 ° Alascd 5
husk. ? g (

It is a story illustrating the fate of those who tried to attack the House of Allah that
they were turned into straw as if eaten by cattle.

Thus is the punishment issued for the people who turn away from worshipping Allah
and also want to cause harm to others.
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Surah Al Humaza - Chapter 104
(The Slanderer)

It has 9 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

. Woe to every slanderer, backbiter.

. Who collects wealth and continuously
counts it.

. He thinks that his wealth will make him
immortal.

. No! He will surely be thrown into the
Crusher

. And what will make you realize what is
the Crusher?

. The Fire of Allah, eternally fuelled.

. Which rises over the hearts.

. Indeed, the Hell-fire will be closed
down upon them.

. In ever-extending pillars.
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Summary of the Surah:

This chapter of the Quran talks about the person who finds faults with others and
belittles them, while keeps himself busy in collecting wealth for his own pleasure out
of greediness. Allah mentions the punishment in store for this person in the Hereafter.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. Woe to every slanderer, 5}5 ojf’b < N 1
backbiter. = 7 =
2. Who collects wealth and 53525 NG C? ‘Sﬁ‘ 2

continuously

3. He thinks that his wealth will g_u?‘ Ja O‘ P23
make him immortal. ’

The curse of Allah & is placed upon the person who slanders others and backbites
them habitually. He tries to find fault with the lineage of others and points fingers at
them, creates differences between friends and stirs divisions between brothers to
break the bond of brotherhood. The reason this person thinks he has the authority to
defame others is due to his materialistic goals and pursuits in life; he believes that
Allah has favored him with money and wealth because Allah loves him. He loves to
gather wealth greedily and that only increases him in his pride and arrogance against
others. This man forgotten about his death due to his constant concern for the things
he has been gathering around him. He does not stop to consider the time when he
will depart this world leaving everything he ever owned behind him.

4. No! He will surely be thrown into ekt 4 SIS 4
the Crusher. ’

5. And what will make you realize A SR 553? 4.5
what is the Crusher?

6. The Fire of Allah, eternally fuelled. g;uﬂ, A1 46 .6
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7. Which rises over the hearts. 508 GL“ é“”" éj‘-7

This person will be thrown into a crusher as an unworthy object. The fire of Hell has
been described as the crusher because it has the ability to break things into pieces.
This is the only time in the Quran that the fire has been associated with the name of
Allah because Allah wants to show people His wrath and contempt for proud and
boastful people, and also to show the power and strength of this fire. Allah & has
described this fire as His own fire into which the materialistic people will be thrown.

Fire of Allah will not be blind like the fire of the world, which burns up the deserving
and the undeserving alike, but it will reach the heart of every criminal and discover
the nature of his crime and then punish him according to his guilt.

8. Indeed, the Hell-fire will be closed :M}; I \.6\ 8
down upon them. ’ ’

e

:.u.u.ca9

z

9. In ever-extending pillars.

N0

Once the criminals have been thrown into the fire, the fire will close upon them and
surround them from all sides without leaving any space or opening for them to
come out of it. The fire will rise high like lofty pillars and these people will have
nowhere to run and no way of escape from their end.
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Surah Al Asr — Chapter 103
(The Decline of Time / Day)

It has 3 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

\:/‘; A

«

the Mercy-Giving @‘Q/??JQ‘M
1. By the decline of time. Jiaij\j 1
2. Indeed, mankind is in loss. S A bsy 2
3. Except for those who have believed and Ul \31,9_;3 gaal u_,.u\ ‘yl 3
do righteous deeds, and advised each L a1 D 1l
other to truth, and advised each other ‘MJ S d} b
to patience.

Summary of the Surah:
Allah 3 opens this surah with an Oath where He swears by the declining of time and
humankind’s loss of everything except faith, righteousness, patience, and truth.

Commentary on this Surah:

At-Tabarani said, "Whenever two men from the Companions of the Messenger of
Allah used to meet, they would not part until one of them had recited Surat Al-"Asr in
its entirety to the other, and one of them had given the greetings of peace to the
other.".

Imam ash-Shafi'i said, "If the people were to ponder on this Surah, it would be
sufficient for them."

1. By the decline of time. }:a;j\,i 1
2. Indeed, mankind is in loss. poas «5‘5 5\&3}“ 0‘ 2
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An oath has been taken by time to show people the importance of time. Allah & is
telling us to reflect on the passage of time with these verses. Another meaning for
“Asr” is the declining day, the time of the Asr prayer, when the day is winding down
coming toan end. Ourtime on this planetis short and limited. Though the word ‘man’
has been used in singular it applies to all human beings collectively. The mankind is
preoccupied with worldly things and if he doesn’t set his priorities right, he will surely
be in loss except for those who possess the four qualities mentioned in the upcoming
verse. Thus, Allah swears by this, that man is in Khusr, which means in loss and
destruction.

3. Except for those who have

1301559 -l \,.Lg.c’/’; Pry) u,.u\ 4.3
believed and do righteous deeds, ’

and advised each other to truth, f"db 521559 ‘5”"\’
and advised each other to
patience.

The Surah begins with a warning and then immediately specifies what can save the
mankind from being the recipients of the torment of the Hereafter. The things that
can save us are; our belief in Allah, and performing good deeds while enjoining one
another to speak the truth and be witnesses for the truth, and also be enjoining one
another to being patient. The four points can be summarized as follows:

1. Eman (belief)
Having the correct belief in Allah and standing up for it with certainty and knowledge.

2. Righteous deeds
Performing deeds that please Allah and in accordance with the Quran and Sunnah
(the way of the Prophet Muhammad).

3. Enjoining each other to the truth

Reminding and encouraging each other to speak the truth and to make sure it stands
apart from falsehood.
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4. Enjoining each other to patience

Being steadfast in following the commands of Allah, and showing patience in staying
away from all that He prohibited.

To summarize these virtues, believers need to work on an individual and a collective
level to strengthen their position in the Hereafter.
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Surah Al Takathur — Chapter 102
(The Worldly Abundance)

It has 8 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

. Competition in the worldly increase
diverts you.

. Until you have visited the graves.

. No! You shall know in the end.

. Then no! Again, most surely, you shall
know in the end.

. No! If you only knew with the
knowledge of certainty.

. You will surely see the Hell-fire.

. Then you will surely see it with the eye
of certainty

. Then you shall surely be asked that Day
about all the delights.
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Summary of the Surah:

This surah mentions the worldly competition between all the children of Adam, where
they are busy in gathering the material wealth that shall one day be totally consumed
with nothing left behind.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. Competition in the worldly &Y {'f |
increase diverts you.

2. Until you have visited the graves. o ER et &
y g gy 2

Allah 35 says that all are preoccupied by love of the world, its delights and its
adornments, and this distracts us from seeking the Hereafter and desiring it. This
delays us until death comes to us, until the time we visit the graves, thus becoming
its dwellers.

(BB ST - e o & ULy Sdle Jlo i) Joi" 6B ) Jguy JB 1 J6 il 500 4l o0
"ol iy caldd GlID Gaw Loy (5BL Buuad of (LB d
(A2l DLS) phos e

Abu Hurairah 4 narrated that the Messenger of Allah & said: "The Son of Adam
says, "My wealth, my wealth." But do you get anything (of benefit) from your
wealth except for that which you ate and you finished it, or that which you clothed
yourself with and you wore it out, or that which you gave as charity and you have
spentit" Sahih Muslim (book of Piety)

Angy 119 dre Awg O t,-jg AW el & ! @ ) J}w) Je . J}agé& Sl o d‘"’i 9y
‘.Mj Syl olgy " akes ey by akaf c‘,-jp (Ahos g dllag akaf

Anas bin Malik « reported that the Messenger of Allah % said: “Three things follow
the deceased person, and two of them return while one remains behind with him.
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http://library.islamweb.net/newlibrary/showalam.php?ids=3

The things which follow him are his family, his wealth and his deeds. His family
and his wealth return while his deeds remain”.
Narrated by Al Bukhari and Muslim

3. No! You shall know in the end. G eidss J};’ % 3
4. Then no! Again, most surely, you & 5135 ;5}:“ %f? 4

shall know in the end.

Ali bin Abi Talib <4 said; "People are sleeping and when they die, they wake up. When
a person will enter his grave, he will find out the reality of this life and he won’t be
able to make up for the lost time then. And when he comes out of his grave on the
Day of Judgment, he will find out another reality waiting for him, that is the reality of
accountability and then being assigned either a place of Paradise or the Hell-fire .
The verses are not a repetition, they are emphasizing on the urgency of the situation
at hand. The Quran is in the form of a Book, but the Quran was being revealed in a
speech form, it has more of an effect when you listen to it. This is where the recitation
of Quran comes into our lives.

5. No! If you only knew with the dli:i\ (.-l-f« bjij;j jj Y5

knowledge of certainty.

6. You will surely see the Hell-fire. > A 83;53 6

The knowledge of certainty is when a person has no doubt about its occurrence, like
death, based on experience and knowledge.

Allah 35 says in the Quran:
71 tape by Gaadis Wis &l & DS 3y15 Y] 1K 013

There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell); this is with your Lord; a Decree
which must be accomplished. Surah Maryam: 71
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7. Then you will surely see it with wﬁ‘ R usjjd é 7
the eye of certainty o

8. Then you shall surely be asked that 0 of e jm ?. 8
Day about all the delights. 07

Allah 35 says that those who did not believe in His promises in Dunya, they will see
those promises with their eyes on the Day of Judgment. And all those who refused to
believe in this world, they will not only see the hell-fire but, also enter it as soon as
they see it.

The Surah begins with the blessings that Allah &5 has given all of us, and it ends on the
reminder that we shall be asked about these blessings and what use we made of them
in during our lives. Allah 35 gifted us this life and all that it contains so that we can
come closer to Him.
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Surah Al Qari'ah — Chapter 101
(The Striking Calamity)

It has 11 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

1. The Striking Calamity
2. What is the Striking Calamity?

3. And what can make you know what is
the Striking Calamity?

4. Itis the Day when the people will be
scattered like moths.

5. And the mountains will be like wool,
fluffed up.

6. So as for the one whose balance is
heavy.

7. He will be in a pleasant life.

8. But as for the one whose balance is
light.

9. Then his refuge will be abyss.

10.And what can make you know what
that is?

11.1t is a blazing hot Fire.
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Summary of the Surah:
Al Qari’ah is one of the names of the Day of Judgment among its many other names.

The surah mentions some of the things that will be seen and felt on that Day that has
been called a striking calamity by every living being once they are brought back to life
for their final account.

Commentary on the Surah:

1. The Striking Calamity f@)\ﬁ\ A
2. hatis the Striking Calamity . :\;)Ld\ B .2
3. And what can make you know i&,)\jj\ G Srdi 55 .3

what is the Striking Calamity?

Allah 35 puts forward a question that intensifies concern and fright after making us
wonder what this Calamity is. By the state of the question Allah informs us that none
can really know except through what Allah will tell us about this Striking Calamity.
Al Qari’ah is used here to explain the scenario occurring on the Day of Judgment. On
that day, a lot of things will strike against each other (Qari'ah). The sun will clash with
the moon, the oceans and earth, and everything on the land is going to be shaken.

4. Itis the Day when the people will el prdE i 6 o5 4
be scattered like moths. /

5. And the mountains will be like u"}g*d‘ u@-’-“fd\é-\ 5855 .5
wool, fluffed up.

People on that Day will be scattered and be running around in different directions like
the scurrying insects. So as soon as the people will come out of their graves due to
the striking calamity, they will spread out and go in random directions in the land due
to their fear and confusion.

Even the mountains, one of the mightiest creations of Allah & will, on that day fade
away like carded wool when they strike against each other. Then Allah informs about
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the results received by those who performed the deeds, and the honor and disgrace
they will experience based upon their deeds as mentioned in the next verses.

6. So as for the one whose balance is 3-2-15‘35 . 145 o uu 6
heavy -
7. He will be in a pleasant life. 3*'"‘) :’/“"E t} }3-9 7

Good deeds have weight, so for the one who did good deeds sincerely for the sake of
Allah will have a comfortable life in Paradise where he will have all the good things he
desires and spend his time filled with pleasure and joy. Allah & says in the Quran:

81 Ll Bygun Gykidl) b @lsgld Ahjizn A oyad 35t dses jallg

And the weighing [of deeds] that Day will be the truth. So those whose scales are
heavy, it is they who will be the successful.  Surah al-A’raaf:8

8. But as for the one whose balance s gk 2m Gis 8
is light. ’

9. Then his refuge will be abyss.

-

Bad deeds have no weight in the sight of Allah, so when the sins of a person are
placed on the scales, the scales will not move. And whoever has more sins than
good deeds he will have a hard time in the Hell-fire, where he will end up in the
bottomless pit.
Allah 35 says:

DB:0BAl By ghh LA SRR Ja8 1a Vsket B ) By
And We shall turn to whatever deeds they (disbelievers, polytheists, sinners, etc.)

did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered floating particles of dust.
Surah Al Furgan :23

& s O3 Y (sl oy o (""'M‘ J"J‘“ éu Q" JB & &% ! dj—*’) o5 & 0492 L}i o
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Abu Hurayrah «, according to which the Messenger of Allah #2 said: “A huge fat
man will be brought on the Day of Resurrection, and he will not weigh more
before Allah than the wing of a mosquito. Recite if you wish: (and We will not
assign to them on the Day of Resurrection any importance). [Surah Al-Kahf : 105].”
By al-Bukhari and Muslim

Ibn Jarir said, "Al-Hawiyah is only called his mother because he will have no other

abode except for it.

10. And what can make you know y
what that is?
11. Itis a blazing hot Fire.

That at the end of Hiyah magnifies and gives heaviness to the hell being described.
This means that the fire will be very hot, intense, and inflamed.

JUB "eagr J0 oo I e o s OgBgr @) 5T (53U "B BB gy o8 B 50 4l o8
"o 1 e g ey Lgake Cliad W "B AT COlSTO)
(B3 sy SUS) 5yl atad

Abu Hurairah < narrated from the Messenger of Allah #2:

“This fire of yours which is lit by the sons of Adam is one seventieth (1/70) part of
the fire of Hell.” A man said: “By Allah, if it was like this that would be sufficient.”
He said: “It is sixty-nine times worse than that, each time as hot as this (worldly
fire).” Sahih al Bukhari (Book of Creation)
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Review Questions 3

hunger | backbiter | patience | elephant| fear |impatient | slanderer | believe | Syria
four visit Crusher | Good |heavy| truth Yemen | Striking | light
deeds Calamity
Fill in the blanks:
1. In Surah al-Humazah, the Hell-fire has been called the
2. The people of Quraish would make their journey to in

summer and

in winter as mentioned in Surah Quraish.

. Allah mentions

characteristics in Surah al-Asr that would take

people to the Paradise.

A warning has been issued to the

Surah al-Humazah.

Al-Qari’ah means the

and

The Quraish were protected from
Allah.
As mentioned in Surah al-Asr, all mankind is in loss except for those who

,and do

and

and

by

, and enjoin another one to

Abrahah was leading an army and his people were called the Companions of

the

People are distracted by collecting wealth until they
as mentioned in Surah at-Takathur.

in Surah al-Feel.

10.The one whose scale of deeds is

the one whose scales of deeds is

their graves

will enter Hell-fire.
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True or False:

. People are encouraged to gather worldly things in this

life in the Quran.

. Surah al-Feel talks about how Allah protected His House

from the enemy’s attack.

. There are many names of the Day of Judgment

mentioned in the Quran.

. The scales to weigh the deeds will be set as soon as the

person enters his grave.

. Al-Asr is also the time of the night.
6. Quraish would make their journeys to Syria in winters

and Yemen in the summers.
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10.

11.

Surah Al Aadiyaat — Chapter 100
(The Racers)

It has 11 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

the Mercy-Giving
By the racers (horses) panting.
Galloping and striking sparks.

And by the raiders raiding at the
break of dawn.

Stirring up thereby a cloud of dust.
Arriving in the center collectively.

Indeed, man to His Lord, is utterly
ungrateful.

And indeed, he is to that a witness.

And indeed he is, in love of wealth,

intense.

Does he not know that when all that
is in the graves is scattered.

And all that is within the chests of
the people is collected.

Indeed, their Lord, on that Day, will
be the Most Aware of them.
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Summary of the Surah:

This Surah mentions the galloping war steeds i.e. the horses used in the battlefield
whose hoofs strike the ground and produce spark on rocky earth as they carry their
riders furiously in the midst of the raging battle.

Commentary on the Surah:

Allah 35 has taken an oath by the war horses in the scene of a battle. This is to grab
the attention of the audience by talking about the things they know and understand
well.

1. By the racers (horses) panting. B Q\};Gj\j 1
2. Galloping and striking sparks. ) Qﬁ)}f,jé 2

Allah & has taken an oath by Aadiyaat, which means those who are rushing forward
on their horses in a battle due to their enmity. They don’t look left or right, they
charge ahead aiming to attack the one right in front of them.

These war horses have metal hoofs which strike against rocks, causing sparks to fly
and they are leaving a trail of fire behind them as they speed ahead.

3. And by the raiders raiding at the Beio Q\JMUQ 3
break of dawn S

4. Stirring up thereby a cloud of B 4 0356 4
dust. -

5. Arriving in the center collectively. B 4 ;hugs 5

The riders are hovering on top of their enemy, ready to pounce and attack. The
striking of the hooves causes the dust to rise in the air around the riders, and they
arrived in broad daylight so they want the enemy to know they are coming because
they are not afraid of them. They penetrated the enemy using the cloud of dust
around them to their advantage.

The first five verses are to get the attention of the Arabs who care about their honor,
self-respect, their blood, their modes of transport especially the horses, the Arabs
loved action-filled tales about the battle and the outcome of it.
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6. Indeed, man to His Lord, is utterly 35 &3 St &1 6

ungrateful

7. Andindeed, he is to that a l@..d U3 GL“ f;\)i 7
witness. i / /

8. Andindeed he s, in love of wealth, oUz] j_;.\ s f;\)i 8
intense. T

This is the subject what is being sworn about, and it means that the man is ungrateful
for the favors of His Lord, he rejects the favors of Allah & upon him. Allah & has given
humans so many abilities and intellect with which he can link things by thinking and
favored the man with countless blessings, and provided everything on Earth for him
so that it can be used by the humans for their benefit, including the loyal animals. But
with all these favors they have to be thankful and obey their own Master, Allah.
Kanood is used only once in the Quran within this Surah and used to describe the man
who counts the problems in his life but is never thankful or mentioning of the favors
he received. Man is a witness that he is ungrateful to Allah & for most of his life. So
man will be a witness against himself on the Day of Judgment due to his
ungratefulness.

Al Khayr is referring to wealth, but it also means 'good'. So his love of wanting good
things in this life is truly intense. A man will be busy seeking the world for as long as
he is alive.

9. Does he not know that when all ”ﬁ\ b 131 (u,_: “3i 9
that is in the graves is scattered. ’ ’

10. Andall that. is within the chests of )3:\.545\ g G et 10
the people is collected. g g

Allah 35 asks the man if he does not know that everything that has been buried under
the ground will be brought out when the graves are turned upside down. Allah is
saying that everything and everyone in the graves will be taken out (in court) on that
Day, all will be revealed. The wealth has been linked with killing in these verses since
this happens continuously through human history that people kill each other for
wealth and material resources.
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And intentions and motives that people carried in their hearts will also be exposed on
that Day by Allah, so the true intentions behind the actions will be revealed.

11. Indeed, their Lord, on that Day,
will be the Most Aware of them.

. & & @
« {eqo- o . 11
I M5 o o) O]

Allah, the Master of the Worlds, will reveal all the crimes that the disbeliever thought
he was hiding and getting away with, since the Master is fully aware of all aspects of
His slaves' actions. And on that Day, He will reveal it all with evidences the disbelievers
collected against themselves in this worldly life and won’t be able to deny.
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Surah Al Zalzalah — Chapter 99
(The Earthquake)

It has 8 verses and was revealed in Madinah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

the Mercy-Giving (9\ S
1. When the Earth shakes with its final Gigy 238 <58 1
earthquake. ) o
2. And the Earth expels its burden. GG [y capd iy 2
3. And the man says, “What is wrong with GG oy Jés .3
it?”. /
4. On that Day, it shall report its news. Lé;t,j;i KNP Jorgs 4
5. Because your Lord has commanded it. B &5 &y oL 5
6. That Day, the people will depart from v.&u.;\ 15 BER 2 Aiiag Jsy .6
their graves separated to be shown
their deeds.
7. So whoever does an atom’s weight of 555 T i)° JUdke o e 7

good shall see it.

’ i A (G wd ( 40 o(-0- A
8. An.d whoever.does an atom’s weight of 55 b 855 JUiks Jasg o5 .8
evil shall see it.

Summary of the Surah:

This Surah is about the scenario of the Day of Judgment when the earth will expose
everything inside it at the command of its Lord, and people will be brought to account
for all of their deeds, whether good and bad, and no matter how big or small.
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Commentary on the Surah:

1.  When the Earth shakes with its w)) Sy 93;5) 13) 1
final earthquake.

2.  And the Earth expels its burden. GEs :,oﬂ\ wf\j 2

The earth will be heavily shaken, becoming unstable for humans and anything on it
(the earth) on that Day. This earthquake will be so powerful that no earthquake of the
worldly life will be comparable to it.

On this Day, the Earth will be offering itself to the people when before people would
themselves work day and night to seek its gold, silver, oil, diamonds etc. On this Day,
mankind will realize the reality of the deception of this world, the worthlessness of
the material wealth they had gathered, and submit to the fact that final success can
only come from Allah's pleasure alone on this Day.

Cadll o Olglans¥t Jlaal a8 3961 o)) ¢ 5 " B ) gy JB 10 308 i o0
A Ll ‘géj () Caaled |ia &3 J}agﬁ c’aw\ ;.g,éj GNEERRY &2 Jﬂﬁ Jﬁw\ s—@ﬂgé (il g
(3P oS (,.L,..a = "k A Oj.:\.éig P M}C-\gg (S Canlad J tJedd

Prophet of Allah % said that: “The earth will throw out the pieces of its liver (its
contents). Gold and silver will come out like columns. A murderer will come and
say, | killed for this' The one who broke the ties of kinship will say, "For this I
severed the ties of kinship' The thief will say, "For this | got my hands cut off”.
Then they will leave it there and no one will take anything from it."
Bukhari and Muslim. - Sahih Muslim (Book of Zakah)

The Earth will spill out the records of all deeds done on it:
Allah 3% says:
4: 3iisY) Sy —E0E g 13 W s

And has cast out all that was in it and became empty. - Surah al-Inshiqaq : 4

\

3. And the man says, “What is ’
wrong with it?”.

o
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4. On that Day, it shall report its U NP iy 4
news o

5. Because your Lord has G &5 &k ot .5
commanded it.

This refers to the alteration of the state of things and the earth moving and shaking.
The earth will shake repeatedly and throw out its dead people from the first to the
last generation that ever lived here. After the trumpet is blown for the beginning of
Judgment Day, the souls will be blown back into the bodies and people will rise up
from their graves

This is when the disbeliever will ask questions in shock. At this point, the Earth will
speak of what the people did upon its surface after being given the permission from
Allah to do so. And the believers will say:

52 ey bygw Cokiosall Biliog LA A5 1 108 GBS e Uiy o6 W5 4 1406

Allah 3 says:
They will say, "O woe to us! Who has raised us up from our sleeping place?" [The
reply will be], "This is what the Most Merciful had promised, and the messengers
told the truth." Surah Yasin :52

6. That Day, the people will depart from #w‘ ‘jﬂ Gl fr’u‘ 31& Mf 6
their graves separated to be shown - e
their deeds.

The people will be divided into types and categories: between those who are
miserable and those who are happy, and those who will be commanded to go to
Paradise and those who will be commanded to go to the Hellfire. The deeds will be
shown in the form of a record, collectively.

7. So whoever does an atom’s weight of good s eor s WEDL o(coc . <
shall see it ¢ & op N 85 JUie Jaag a8 7
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. And whoever n atom’s weight of 55k 3 ke fless a6
8 .d oe e.doesa atom’s weight o o Vs 335 Jldhs JJkag 45.8
evil shall see it.

Mankind will see every single deed of theirs during this stage on a Record, even the
deeds that Allah forgave for the person in the worldly life. Seeing an atom’s weight of
good will make the believers appreciate Allah's Mercy even more.

Similarly will be the case of a disbeliever, who wronged himself and others in this
world, and nothing of his deeds will be hidden from him or from Allah.

J-?)-“ @\9 s ‘_,45\;3 cq}?.U\ Rp-E T vf\gl "eJe @ | J}..o) 55 5 S gRans &) LS
AT ale) diwns "ashy &>
Abdullah bin Masoud 4 narrated that the Messenger of Allah & said: "Beware of

the sins that are belittled. For verily, they are gathered in a man until they destroy
him." Musnad Imam Ahmed

Allah &5 starts this Surah with Earth that is big and ends it with the smallest of things
imaginable: atom’s weight. This is to show and teach us the power and might of Allah,
our Lord and how carefully He has created and managed everything, and that it will
be also just as easy for Him to bring people to account.
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Surah Al Bayyinah — Chapter 98
(The Clear Proof)

It has 8 verses and was revealed in Madinah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, L)
the Mercy-Giving o

. Never would those who have S Ja\ i \j}gsu,,m u’g,é _
disbelieved among the People of the e Lt oy o
. W 206 G S - = 2004
Book and the idolaters have parted ) B 3 s LSl
from their fixed ways until there had
come to them the clear proof of
revealed truth.

. A messenger from Allah, reciting o}@l@o (VESO 51.-' 41 I
purified Scriptures.

. In which are significant ds LS\
commandments.

. Nor did those who were previously ARG e ‘yl (_.,L;/ﬁ\ 1533’% u-'-*-“ djq_, b3 .
given Scriptures divide until after the
clear proof of revealed truth had come
to them.

G s b
R V.;S;, )

. And they were not commanded except oy | M‘-‘ W 19kiad ‘yl 13}3% Gy .
to worship Allah - being sincere to Him

e 155 58 1555 Sl 1ehully \iiS
in religion, inclining to truth, and to i35 8571 153515 ¢ e

establish the prayer and to give zakah ‘Lq...ﬂ.“ ips
(charity). For that, indeed, is the correct
religion.
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6. Indeed, those who have disbelieved Sy J.m e \3}33&;6‘ o .6
among the People of the Book and the e s
idolaters shall be in the Hell-fire., &b (el o 56 & Oy
abiding forever there, those are the AR Ja ]
worst of creatures.

7. Indeed, those who have believed and 3l Bl 15kess 145T 5 & .7
done righteous deeds, those are the i s g
best of creatures. 2 e

8. Their reward with Allah shall be o 6),1 036 Lix &) dus JAjs .8

Gardens everlasting beneath which the P U PR
rivers flow, wherein they shall live A o) 1l g el ST L
forever and ever; Allah being pleased iy (23 ad SN3 & 155 g
with them and they with Him. That is
for whoever who has feared his Lord.

Summary of the Surah:

This Surah indicates the arrival of the message of Quran with final Messenger from
Allah. This revelation is to last till the end of times and serve as a clear proof for the
disputing People of the Book and the unbelievers as well as the believers promising
them the everlasting pleasure of their Lord for the sacrifices they made in this world.

Commentary on the Surah:

1. Never would those who have <G o 1005 a0 &
Sver SN JAT e 19588 ol o591
disbelieved among the People of the L e s L
Book and the idolaters have parted Ll vt & s wsr"‘-‘mﬁ

from their fixed ways until there had
come to them the clear proof of
revealed truth.

The People of the Book and the polytheists were firm on their old traditions and
practices until a clear proof came to them, which shook them. Bayyinah, or clear
proof, here means the Quran. This is proven clearly in early Islamic history when the
Arabs and Persians (who were polytheists) cut themselves off their old religion when
the message of Islam came to them.

75



The Power of the Quran has been explained in this Surah - that it can change the
history of nations and peoples forever. So when the people accept the truth, they
naturally separate themselves from falsehood.

2. A messenger from Allah, reciting P Ry @ .3
purified scriptures. -

3. In which are significant g/@;] 2 ase jiu & i j}&) 2
commandments. T

The clear proof wasn’t sent alone, it was sent with the Messenger of Allah,
Muhammad 2 . His heart was also purified twice in his life (once when he was a child,
the second time on his journey of Israa’ wal Mi'raaj, Journey to Jerusalem and to the
Heavens), to support the purified revelation which came to him and give him the
strength to bear the message .

The purified pages are Books from Allah that are upright, just and straight. They have
no mistakes in them because they are from Allah .

4. Nordid th h re previousl RPN NS IO AP

.o did t. ose w (?\{ve ep .eV|ousy o yl QL.SJ\ gl cpddl 3385 L3 .4
given Scriptures divide until after the L ek

clear proof of revealed truth had Ll ol B uxg

come to them.

Allah g% says in the Quran:

e D1 13 dfy S et G s o Tl 1585 0S4 9
1050\}«9 JT 5)}..0
And be not as those who divided and differed among themselves after the

Bayyinat came to them. It is they for whom there is an awful torment.
Surah Aale Imran: 105

After Allah 35 established the proofs and evidences against them, they divided and

differed concerning that which Allah had intended in their Scriptures, and they had
many of these differences out of pride and arrogance.
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Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Amr 4 that the Messenger of Allah £ said: "What befell the
children of Isra'il will befall my Ummabh, step by step, such that if there was one
who had intercourse with his mother in the open, then there would be someone

from my Ummah who would do that. Indeed the children of Isra'il split into
seventy-two sects, and my Ummah will split into seventy-three sects. All of them
are in the Fire Except one sect." They said: "And which is it O Messenger of Allah?"
He said: "What | am upon and my Companions."
Jami’ at-Tirmidhi (Book of Faith)

5. And they were not commanded except f d\.a.l.si- a \33.’;13 ‘:T\ \j}e\ 3. 5
to worship Allah - being sincere to Him 0\5)\ 1555 ol 14 ~=» L ‘_,a-\i\
in religion, inclining to truth, and to :fw |ty alk

el lps 33

establish the prayer and to give zakah
(charity). For that, indeed, is the
correct religion.

The people were commanded to worship Allah sincerely, by submitting to His
commands, and overcoming their pride and ego. If people are sincere and humbly
submit to the Messenger, then there will be unity among all of them.

Ibn Tayimiyyah states that:
Slavery to Allah consists of five factors:

Love

Obedience

Sincerity

Absolute trust (tawakkul) in Him.

The terms of slavery; are dictated by Allah. The rules and standards come
from Allah alone, which you have to follow.

nhwnNneE
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Proof: The act of establishing prayer, and giving charity should be done for the sake
of Allah alone.

6. Indeed, those who have disbelieved S JA\ &e \j}éf&_.ﬂ\ 5.6
among the People of the Book and the c T - / 05 .
idolaters shall be in the Hell-fire., G2 Gl g 30 & OS2l

abiding forever there- those are the B 4% &J;
worst of creatures. Sl e
Allah & informs of what will happen to the wicked disbelievers among the People of
the Scripture and the idolaters who oppose Allah's divinely revealed Books and the
Prophets with whom He sent those revelations. Those who want to remain in their
disbelief will forever burn in the Hell-fire. They are considered to be the worst of
creatures because they refused to accept the clear proof that was sent to them.

7. Indeed, those who have believed and SE-L2 \ji&j \}QgT u”d‘ o\ 7
done righteous deeds - those are the £ }c, ("é &33;
best of creatures. v g

8. Their reward with Allah shall be ¢4 ke Bis &5 dus GAYs 8
Gardens everlasting beneath which the e i e e G e

. 8 . 5 T G Cpldl> HEY1 g
rivers flow, wherein they shall live v L e sz

Gy (i I SMS ke \gopy agie A
forever and ever; Allah being pleased S "J - 5235
with them and they with Him. That is

for whoever who has feared his Lord.

Then Allah &5 informs about the situation of the righteous people who believed in
their hearts and performed righteous deeds in their lives. He says that they are the
best of creation because they are believed truly and did good deeds sincerely for the
sake of their Lord.

Allah & is completely happy with His Slaves, and the slave is completely happy with

Allah; this is achieved by all those who established the salah and zakah and weren't
corrupt in this life.
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The reward will be attained by those who revere Allah and fear Him as He deserves
to be feared. This is the person who worships Allah as if he sees Him, and he knows
that even though he does not see Him, indeed Allah & sees him.
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Surah Al Qadar — Chapter 97
(The Decree)

It has 5 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

AW ¢ v,
the Mercy-Giving ‘)\«Q‘M

1. Indeed, We sent the Qur'an down )133\ M édjj € .1
during the Night of Decree. i ’ /

2. And what can make you know what is Sl B Al ug 2
the Night of Decree? /

3. The Night of Decree is better than a s lf R )3_33\ a3
thousand months! ’ ’

4. The angels and the Spirit descend by o (,5) O3L g2 }Cﬁj‘s‘j YR jr-’ 4
the permission of their Lord, with every i oY
divine commandment. A

5. Peace it is till the rise of dawn. J,,,_o_s\ CLE" G 25

Summary of the Surah:
This Surah mentions the moment in time at night when Allah 3% first revealed the
Quran and called it the Night of Power for the special blessings that are contained
within this night alone.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. Indeed, We sent it (the Qur'an) down ):\_3}\ A g sadsi 6 1
during the Night of Decree. -0 g
2. And what can make you know what is )133\ iu v 553? Gy .2

the Night of Decree?
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Allah &% informs us in this Surah that the Quran was sent to the lowest heavens during
the Night of Decree. It is from this heaven that the Angel Jibreel 38 would bring the
Quran down over a period of 23 years to the Prophet of Allah, Muhammad 2.

Allah 35 also asks us a question to make us think if we know what the Night of Decree
is all about.

3. The Night of Decree is better than a ;-G-“ uﬂ\ et ).uj! iu 3
thousand months!

The deeds you do on this night are better than the deeds you do in more than 1000
months (around 83 years and 4 months).

%W@&i@&jjﬁfm&b}é%ﬁ}powjgu"ﬁ@éwd 5 JB 16 s Sk of 2
J@w;ﬁ‘wﬁww&dbw\aéf&sdﬂ W\u\y\w&yj;w\u\y\wc\b
(e\g«d\ ULS) ‘;L.MS‘ uw: @7 N¥E) Ubjﬁr @7 P

It was narrated that Abu Hurairah « said: The Messenger of Allah & said:"There
has come to you Ramadan, a blessed month, which Allah, the Mighty and Sublime,
has enjoined you to fast. In it the gates of heavens are opened and the gates of
Hell are closed, and every devil is chained up. In it Allah has a night which is better
than a thousand months; whoever is deprived of its goodness is indeed deprived. “
Sunan an-Nasai’ (Book of Fasting)

"4 e B G A Gy ) AR AT 6 A ) Uy JB 1JB s 58 i e
(5t SS) la ot

Abu Hurairah < narrated that: The Messenger of Allah % said:" Whoever stands
(in the night prayer) on the Night of Al-Qadr out of faith and seeking a reward
(from Allah), he will be forgiven what preceded of his sins."
Jami’ at-Tirmidhi (Book of Fasting)

4. The angels and the Spirit descend by o:b it P &.’M\ JW 4
9>
the permission of their Lord, with every (..6) C}s -
divine commandment. ;" f_}su"
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The angels descend with the blessings and mercy and give their Salaam to the
believers, just as they descend when the Quran is recited, they surround the circles
of Dhikr (remembrance of Allah) and they lower their wings with true respect for the
student of knowledge. In reference to Ar-Ruh, it is said that here it means the angel
Jibril.

Allah &5 allows the angels to descend giving them His permission, after which they
meet and greet the believers who are in worship during that night with Salaam (peace
and greetings).

5. Peace it is till the rise of dawn. J,'_qj\ Cu‘" é,.,. (A %.’.3&,.., 5

The angels giving the greetings of peace during the Night of Al-Qadr to the people in
the worship and remembrance of Allah until the coming of Fajr (dawn). Night of
Decree is said to be among the last five odd nights of Ramadan; 21st, 23rd, 25th, 27th,
and 29th.
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10.

11.

12.
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Surah Al Alaq — Chapter 96
(The Clinging Clot)

It has 19 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

the Mercy-Giving

Recite in the name of your Lord who

has created.

Created man from a clinging clot.

Recite, for your Lord is the most
Noble.

Who has taught by the pen.

Taught man that which he knew
not.

No! Indeed, the man transgresses.

For he sees himself as self-sufficient.

Indeed, to your Lord is the ultimate
return.

Have you not seen the one who
forbids.

A servant (of Allah) when he prays?

Have you seen if he is upon
guidance.

Or commands righteousness?
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13. Have you seen when he denies and s Cigo e 13
turns away?

14. Does he not know that Allah sees? spd b dudl 14

15. No! If he does not desist, We will A (I e é AN 15
surely drag him by the forelock. /

16. A lying, sinning forelock. o> 538 ket .16

17. Then let him call his associates. g0 il 17

18. We will call upon the Guards of Hell- L )‘&w 18
fire.

19. No! Do not obey him, but prostrate Sy Ml dald YIS 19

and draw near to Him - (Allah).

Summary of the Surah:

This surah contains the first ever revealed verses of the Quran starting with the
importance of reading and recitation , reminding mankind of the beginning of his
creation, where the miracle of the clot clinging inside the womb of the mother is
mentioned. This Surah emphasizes on the importance of reading, reciting and
learning, and ends with complete submission to the command of Allah.

Commentary on the Surah:

1. Recite in the name of your Lord who d‘\’ L;,ﬁ\ & (';,\,, \J;ﬁ 1
has created. o

This Surah begins with a command. This was the first ever revelation that came down
on our Prophet Muhammad #.

h\n

w(..ujwm\sumwy)m_;.uuﬁ EJ6 Gl s &l ooy el Bl B2 23
&Jtsj cd\.é»\ ) o Z c.‘d\ d,t.e Joo Szlz Y \w i YOS a3 G B-La) uy \ @33\
f‘ o\ )j}sj cd.l.a\ L;‘ tf" U\ J.J J.UJ\ u\jé éw\ M\ jlbj n\.& W 9\;7 )L’u 515
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Narrated 'Aisha (the mother of the faithful believers) May Allah be pleased with
her:" The commencement of the Divine Inspiration to Allah's Messenger £ was in
the form of good dreams which came true like bright daylight, and then the love of
seclusion was bestowed upon him. He used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira
where he used to worship (Allah alone) continuously for many days before his desire
to see his family. He used to take with him the journey food for the stay and then
come back to (his wife) Khadija to take his food likewise again till suddenly the Truth
descended upon him while he was in the cave of Hira. The angel came to him and
asked him to read. The Prophet # replied, "l do not know how to read." The
Prophet & added, "The angel caught me (forcefully) and pressed me so hard that |
could not bear it any more. He then released me and again asked me to read and |
replied, 'l do not know how to read.' Thereupon he caught me again and pressed me
a second time till | could not bear it any more. He then released me and again asked
me to read but again | replied, 'l do not know how to read (or what shall | read)?"
Thereupon he caught me for the third time and pressed me, and then released me
and said:

//

Read in the name of your Lord, who has created everything, who has created man
from a clot. Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous.” Surah al-A’laq:1-3

85




Then Allah’s Apostle returned with the Inspiration and with his heart beating
severely. Then he went to his wife, Khadija bint Khuwailid, and said, “Cover me!
Cover me!” They covered him until his fear subsided and then he told her everything
that happened and he said, “I fear that something may happen to me.” Khadija
replied, “Never! By Allah, Allah will never disgrace you. You keep good relations with
your family, you help the poor and the destitute, you serve your guests generously,
and you assist those afflicted by calamities.”

Khadija then accompanied him to her cousin Waraga bin Nawfal, who during the
time of ignorance became a Christian and he would write with Hebrew letters. He
would write from the Gospel in Hebrew as much as Allah wished him to write. He
was an old man and had lost his eyesight.

Khadija said to Waraqa, “Listen to the story of your nephew, O my cousin!” Waraqga
asked, “O my nephew, what have you seen?” The Prophet described whatever he
had seen. Waraqa said, “This is the same one who keeps the secrets whom Allah had
sent to Moses. | wish | were young and could live up to the time when your people
would turn you out.” The Prophet asked, “Will they drive me out?” Waraqa replied,
“Yes, anyone who came with something similar to what you have brought was
treated with hostility; and if | should remain until till the day when you will be
turned out then | would strongly support you.” But after a few days Waraqa died
and the revelation was paused for a while. " Sahih Bukhari (Book of Revelation)

So the Messenger of Allah # would fulfill this command throughout his life since the
day he got this command. So he would recite the Quran revealed to him to the people
around him, and also recite a lot in his prayers.

The words in Quran are not the words of Prophet Muhammad nor Angel Jibreel. So
you are not rejecting the words of a man or an angel, but you are rejecting the words
of Allah if you disbelief in the Quran.

2. Created man from a clinging clot. &Lc o YR &\:’- 2

The term alag denotes something that is hanging, or clinging. The sperm reaches the
egg, and hangs off it. This is studied in modern embryology, and was not known at
the time of Allah's Messenger in such detail.
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3. Recite, for your Lord is the most Noble. (}’;3" s‘ﬁ;j \J_e\ 3

4. Who has taught by the pen. (,.L:Jb P'L‘ < 4
5. Taught man that which he knew not. V'L*" (1 G SaN F'Lc’ 5

Allah & describes the lowly origin of man, then He describes Himself as the Most
Noble. Allah's Messenger was insulted many times by the disbelievers, so he has to
be reminded that he is reciting for Allah, who is the most Noble and honorable. And
by Allah choosing him for the recitation of His message, He has honored him above
the rest of mankind. When we recite the Quran, we are also being honored by Allah.

The pen is a means of preserving knowledge, and this is why He honors it, and He
makes His angels preserve records of our actions through the use of the Pen. Learning
the Quran is the Sunnah of Allah's Messenger. Teaching the Quran is not just the
Sunnah of Allah's Messenger, but also Allah's Sunnah. Sunnah means a path or a way,
The knowledge not known previously came via Wahy (inspiration). Allah inspires
whomever He chooses from His slaves. He has chosen Prophet Mohammad to be the
carrier of His Final Divine message

These five verses are considered the first revelation (wahy) to be revealed to Prophet
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah.

6. No! Indeed, the man transgresses. Al S S8 .6
7. For he sees himself as self-sufficient. il o, of 7

Allah 3% informs us that even though He has honored the man, the man chooses to
rebel and debases himself by following his desires and the path of the devil. The most
rebellious of people are those who refuse to recite the message sent to them from
their Creator and the ones who don't have knowledge about the reality of this world,
and refuse to worship their Creator.

Man does this because he thinks he does not need anyone, and there is no afterlife
or accountability for his actions.

8. Indeed, to your Lord is the ultimate 2 °f~“ 1 é :
return.
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To Allah is the final return, and He will bring us to account for how we used our wealth
and our time, as well as how we treated His creation.

9. Hth.a you not seen the one who 7 5 ‘:;.:U\ ‘-*“)‘ 9
forbids.
10. A servant (of Allah) when he prays? o 31ae 10

These verses talk about Abu Jahl, who used to encourage others to harm the
Messenger of Allah. Once, Abu Jahl was sitting in the Masjid al Haram. He saw Allah's
Messenger praying there because he was commanded to do so by Allah. {he did not
pray towards the Ka'bah, rather he prayed in the direction of Bayt al Maqgdis (Masjid
al Agsa in Jerusalem), following the example of the earlier Prophets}.
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Narrated ‘Abdullah: While the Prophet & was in the state of prostration,
surrounded by a group of people from Quraish pagans. ‘Ugba bin Abi Mu'ait came
and brought the intestines of a camel and threw them on the back of the Prophet
& . The Prophet & did not raise his head from prostration till Fatima (i.e. his
daughter) came and removed those intestines from his back, and invoked evil on
whoever had done (the evil deed). The Prophet & said, "O Allah! Destroy the
chiefs of Quraish, O Allah! Destroy Abu Jahl bin Hisham, "Utba bin Rabi‘a, Shaiba
bin Rabi‘a, ‘Ugba bin Abi Mu'ait, Umaiya bin Khalaf (or Ubai bin Khalaf)." Later on
| saw all of them killed during the battle of Badr and their bodies were thrown into
a well except the body of Umaiya or Ubai, because he was a fat person, and when
he was pulled, the parts of his body got separated before he was thrown into the
well. Sahih al Bukhari (Book of Jizyah)
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Allah is telling us to look at the one who dared to stop his magnificent slave from
praying around the House of Allah.

11. Have you seen if he is upon guidance. ey d\; Ry o) u\)\ 11
12. Or commands righteousness? 3B Al 5 12

If a man like Abu Jahl had committed himself to guidance, and commanded
righteousness, then he would have brought a lot of people into the fold of Islam, due
to his popularity and strength. If he had commanded (people) with fear and
awareness of Allah, he would have gained reward for it both in this world and the
afterlife. But rather he made himself the lowest of the low, enjoining the people to
commit evil and harming the believers.

13. Have you seen when he denies and éj-?j A€ol &SR 13
turns away? ' ’
14. Does he not know that Allah sees? &5 & &G “M 1 14

If he had turned good, how much benefit he would have brought to himself and his
people. If he turned bad, how much destruction he would have brought upon himself.
The one who denies the truth and persistence in ignoring it will only have himself to
blame on the Day of Judgment.

Abu Jahl became so occupied with his evilness, that he forgot Allah is watching over
him and his actions, and will soon bring him to account for his deeds.

15. No! If he does not desist, We will Lol wand ws é u‘j W 15
surely drag him by the forelock. ’

16. A lying, sinning forelock. Ebs 038 it .16

Allah is warning here that if this person does not stop causing corruption in the land
and harming the Messenger of Allah, Allah will punish him severely by dragging him
toward the hell-fire. The forelock is mentioned here because it denotes a person’s
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pride and dignity, as well as the knowledge that is gained and retained in the mind.
Abu Jahl lacked the true honor as he was dishonoring the speech of Allah, and he was
also ignorant of the real consequences of his actions. The consequences are the hell-
fire and an extremely painful punishment awaiting him in the afterlife.

Abu Jahl knew that the Quran was indeed the speech of his Lord, but he denied it out
of arrogance and jealousy. This is why Allah calls his forelock a lying and sinning
forelock.

17. Then let him call his associates. G5 G &,L,Lg 17
18. We will call upon the Guards of Hell- \3}‘\ el .18
fire.
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Ikrimah narrated from Ibn Abbas [may Allah be pleased with them] regarding:
We will call on the guards of Hell. He said: “Abu Jahl said: ‘If | see Muhammad
praying, then | shall stomp upon his neck.” So the Prophet said: "If he does, he will
be visibly seized by the angels.”

Jami’ at-Tirmidhi (Book of Tafseer)

19. No! Do not obey him, but prostrate and bjg\j Al dalas Y W 19
draw near to Him- (Allah). 7 ’

Allah & is telling His Prophet, 'O Muhammad! Do not obey him (Abu Jahl in what he
is forbidding from such as steadfastness in worship and performing worship in
abundance. ). Pray wherever you wish and do not worry about him. For indeed Allah
will protect you and help you, and He will defend you against the people '

" el \j,{\s .\7\..0 Y Gy oy .ud\ uji.' b ujﬁ\ " J\s 4»\ d}w) K 3 of’}a d‘ NG
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Abu Huraira < reported:
The Messenger of Allah & said: The nearest a servant comes to his Lord is when he
is prostrating himself, so make supplication (in this state).
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Sahih Muslim (Book of Prayer)
Surah At Teen — Chapter 95
(The Fig)

It has 8 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

PP | Py . b @
the Mercy-Giving M&M

1. By the fig and the olive. Seu s oty L1

2. By Mount Tur of Sinai. i ”Lj 2

3. By this secure city (Makkah). e Al 1ias 3

4. Certainly, We’ve created man in the ﬁg_, et @ Oy Gls A 4
best of stature. S S

5. Then we reduce him to the lowest of AL J.a.»\ 2633y ;- 5
the low.

6. Except for those who believe and do (,_e_u I SIA [ \,L,.’aj Igaa w-“‘ Y1 .6
righteous deeds. Indeed, for them, e e ‘
there is an uninterrupted reward. el

7. So what yet causes you to deny the b A% eJ.,.\.{a e .7
Recompense? o

8. Is not Allah the most Just of Judges? ST (,g,\,. A Jf 8

Summary of the Surah:

This surah opens with the oath taken by Allah &5 to represent the Holy Land in which
Torah was revealed. Then Allah mentions the secure and sacred land of Makkah
where the Quran was revealed and thereby guided all mankind.
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Commentary on this Surah:
1. By the fig and the olive. dﬁaj\j géi‘j 1

2. By Mount Tur of Sinai. S 3503 2

3. By this secure city (Makkah). VIRV \iag .3

Allah & begins the Surah with three oaths. So some scholars thought that fig and olive
might be two locations. Fig is also a blessed fruit which Allah and His Messenger have
praised. lbn ‘Abbas reported that what is meant by At-Tin (fig) is a place of Mount
Judy referring to Prophet Noah, the location where his Ark ship landed.

Ibn Abbas also narrates that the olive mentioned here refers to the Masjid al Agsa in
Palestine. This is the place where Prophet Jesus was born.

In classical Arabic, people would call a location by what it was famous for. Toor means
a lush, full of trees, green mountain. This mountain is the place where Musa 35 was
given Torah.
Allah 35 says:

20:093k1 i3 SIS o GANL C05 0 psb o £ S5

And [We brought forth] a tree issuing from Mount Sinai which produces oil and
food for those who eat. Surah Mu'minun 23:20

The secure city is the city of Makkah, where the House of Allah was built by Prophet
Ibrahim 3¢5, It is the place where the final Messenger of Allah was born, the city in
which Allah sent down the revelation to His final Messenger. Allah placed a lot of
security within this land. People honour and respected this place so much that they
would not commit violence near the Ka'bah.The tribes would not rob or harm others
in the city of Makkah.

Allah 35 says:

35: 0l Bygw  PLOY) AR O (p (pe1y Ll ALV 1R ezt O i) JU 35
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And [mention, O Muhammad], when Abraham said, "My Lord, make this city
[Makkah] secure and keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols.
Surah Ilbraheem:35

Allah & mentions these three places because of the leading messengers sent to the
people in these locations with greatest codes of law ever sent down.

4. Certainly, we’ve created manin
the best of stature.

—n\
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Allah g5 tells us that the human is made in the best form, and with this perfection
comes responsibility. A man is held responsible for his actions. We are held
accountable for our actions as Allah created us in order that we fulfill our role on this
planet. Human beings are the only creatures who can walk upright, physically and
morally.

5. Then we reduce him to the lowest of Bl |k i 2633, ¢ 5
the low. o

6. Except for those who believe and do Bl | [ £5 \}fﬁ ;_,j‘ Y 6
righteous deeds. Indeed, for them, o . . i . ’ 5
there is an uninterrupted reward. O¢k né 1 q

z

Allah & has preferred the creation of man to everything else as He stated in the
Quran:
Allah 35 says:

ol Ll (8 157 (IS allliady el (8 @ALSG55 Ally 1 G Al £3T (o LSl
And We have certainly honored the children of Adam and carried them on the
land and sea and provided for them of the good things and preferred them over

much of what We have created, with [definite] preference. Surah al-Israa':70

When man disobeys Allah by misusing the blessings given to him, then he will lose the
honor granted to him by Allah and will be taken to the lowest of the low in the afterlife
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i.e. the Hell-fire. The people who forget Allah and the next life are made to forget
themselves and their purpose in this world.
Allah 35 says:

19: o1 by Okl b S5l 20kl Lhlasls D1 1525 500815585 V3
And be not like those who forgot Allah , so He made them forget themselves.
Those are the defiantly disobedient. Surah al-Hashr :19

So whoever stays firm on belief and does good deeds Allah will give him Paradise as a
reward for his actions.

7. So what yet causes you to deny the u”"“‘ (H s‘ﬁv\ﬁ: L 7
Recompense? g
8. Is not Allah the most Just of Judges? L 6 0 K w*“ 8

Allah &5 is asking us a question to make us think that what is it that is making the
humans deny the Final Judgment where everyone will be brought to account for their
actions.

The three Messengers mentioned in the beginning of the surah are the best examples
for humanity to look up to. Allah taught them wisdom and judgment as examples for
humanity to follow. The final judgment and wisdom will be Allah's in relation to what
commands He gave His Messengers and how their people reacted to the teachings of
their Messengers.
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Review Questions 4

Day of worship | thousand Quran | ungrateful | Purified al-’Alaq
Judgment
Clear believe once days righteous | Makkah months
proof

Fill in the blanks:

1

2. Bayyinah means

w

The word Kanood appears only in the Quran, and it means

Laylatul Qadar is better than a
Surah az-Zalzalah talks about the earthquake that will occur on the

. In Surah al-’Alag, Allah tells His Prophet to ignore the disbelievers and to focus

on

The Prophet was given the scriptures, which is the

In Surah at-Teen, the secure city is the city of

The uninterrupted reward is for the ones who and do

deeds as mentioned in Surah at-Teen.

The first verses revealed were the verses of Surah

True or False:

On the Day of Judgment, small deeds will not be
weighed.

Human beings cannot hide their innermost thoughts
and feelings from their Lord.
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. The People of the Book and the polytheists were
commanded to worship Allah with sincerity as
mentioned in Surah al-Bayyinah.

4. Laylatul Qadar means the Hours of Glory.

. Allah perfected the creation of the man as He has
created him in a balanced fashion.

. People are commanded to recite Quran with the first
revelation.
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Surah Ash-Sharh— Chapter 94
(The Relief)

It has 8 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

1. Did We not expand for you (O Hydo &l F5sd é‘ 1
Muhammad) your heart?
2. And We lifted from you the burden. .s_\w &l gy .2
3. Which had weighed upon your back. Sab ait sl 3
4. And raised high for you your repute. .s_s;; a3l w” 4
5. So, indeed, with hardship comes ease. (o] J,:,jj\ o o6 .5
6. Indeed, with hardship, comes ease. [yoo] ,,..«J\ & 5.6
7. So whenever you have finished your Clailh Eis3 136 .7

duties, then stand (in prayer).

8. And to your Lord alone turn in hope. B &Ly 15 .8

Summary of the Surah:

This Surah opens with the reassurance to the Prophet of Allah that Allah & has
opened his heart for him to carry this sacred wisdom and guidance of Quran, and that
he has been honored for all the times to come. The ultimate purpose of hardships
faced in this world will result in ease, if people are patient during the trials.
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Commentary on this Surah:

1. Did We not expand for you (O S & =39 1
Muhammad) your heart?

Allah 3 declares His support for His Messenger in this surah by mentioning the
favours He bestowed upon him.

Sharh is used to mean to open up something that was complex. Allah expanded the
chest of His Final Messenger and made his path easy for him. Whenever Allah wants
good for someone, He grants him the religion.

Allah 35 says:

125:031 5000 @O 8310 #533 s OT A 3 125
And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his chest to Islam. Surah al-
An’aam:125

And just as Allah expanded his chest, He also made His Law wide, accommodating and
easy, containing no difficulty, hardship or burden for His slaves. Allah & made His
Messenger content with the divine teachings of Islam.

The experiences of the messengers with their people are very tough and emotionally
draining. They need to be given this divine emotional and secure support from Allah
to put them at ease and calmness with their role as a Messenger. This job requires
patience and perseverance, as the messengers have to deal with people who react
rudely, make fun of them, plan against them, and even try to kill them.

Had this Quran been revealed on a mountain, it would have crumbled. The heart of
Prophet Muhammad was made stronger by Allah so that he could carry the revelation
with ease.

2. And We lifted from you the burden. 3335 3lie Gaizsg 2
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3. Which had weighed upon your back. Sab il <l 3

Allah g5 lifted the burden from His Messenger :
Allah 35 says:

. - Zz w”o 3 1 P e (oo “1°1~ Ao o, & A /‘71/;./. . % et ’Q:f. - 5% ot PR
2l 50 Wanltilns blje Siigay SLle Aaks (3 150 g ELid pe a8 b A EU 34

That Allah may forgive you your sins of the past and the future and complete His
favor upon you and guide you to a straight path. Surah al-Fath:2

The burden that was weighing down the Prophet consisted of:

1- His search for truth and purpose in life:

Prophet Muhammad % was known to spend a lot of time in seclusion before the
revelation of Quran was brought down by lJibreel 3=8. He used to think over the
deteriorating condition of his society, and wanted to help his people by bringing an
end to the oppression and injustice.

2- The society around him:

Prophet Muhammad #& wanted to help the society around him, and was involved in
humanitarian causes even before his Prophethood. He was involved in the Hilf al
Fudul (Pledge of the Pure/blessed) - the pact to help the weak and the oppressed.

3- The periods of pauses in the revelation:

When the Messenger of Allah # would call others to Islam in the early stages of
da’wah, Allah £ would pause the revelation for a certain period. The people around
the Messenger of Allah would then mock him by saying that his devils who used to
inspire him with the words have left him, and perhaps his Lord is angry with him so
now he won’t receive any revelation. This would deeply sadden the Messenger.

Allah & comforted the heart of His Messenger with the revelation of Surah ad-Duha
where He said:
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3: nd) g B g SMy SB35 G
Your Lord has not abandoned you, nor is He displeased with you.
Surah ad-Duha:3

So Allah & would lift the burden off the heart of His Prophet by giving him support.

4- Insulted by the rejectors:

Muhammad #& was a man of a noble character. He never abused anyone in his life,
whether verbally or physically. He was known for his kind and truthful speech. His
people before Islam gave him the title of As-Sadiq Al-Ameen which meant the truthful,
the trustworthy one on the account of his honesty in all dealings.

When he called his people to Islam, not only did they insult him verbally, they would
do their best to cause him physical harm in order to stop the message from spreading.
The hateful speech of his people affected him more than the physical harm. Allah
knew it and He mentioned that in the Quran:

i Sl G 5y NB15 Gudr el 3 85 Sl iR rund Oy & )00 e AT 4105 A

And We already know that your chest is constrained by what they say. So exalt [
Allah ] with praise of your Lord and be of those who prostrate [to Him]. And worship
your Lord until there comes to you the certainty (death).  Surah al-Hijr: 97-99

Allah & removed this burden by commanding the Prophet to pray at night so that
Allah expands his heart for him and he’d be able to carry the message with ease.

5- Being the Final Messenger of Allah :

Muhammad is the final messenger of Allah, and there will be no messenger sent after
him. His time on the earth was limited, so he had to make the most out of what he
was given. The responsibility of being successful was a heavy burden on him.

Allah 35 reassured His Messenger by saying:

22-21:05) byp jaiial ogile S S Sl Gy 536
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So remind, you are only a reminder.You are not over them a controller.
Surah al Ghashiyah :21-22

4. And raised high for you your repute. gjﬁ g wﬂ 4

By elevating his name above other prophets and messengers, Allah & has already
made Islam victorious. He has made the name of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah
high so the message is widespread and he is honoured and followed by many.

The Messenger’s name is mentioned along with Allah's name in everything - In the
Shahadah (testimony of faith), Adhan (call to prayer), tashahud (in prayer), his name
- Muhammad - is always mentioned next to Allah's name.

No other messenger was given this honor by Allah where he would be remembered
constantly by his followers. Allah & made following the Messenger equal to following
Allah.

80 :cludl bygu  Uais ke Sl d5 a9 & plbl 125 sl ada) 35

He who obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah; but those who turn away, We
have not sent you over them as a guardian. Surah al Nisa :80

Allah & also sent Salat (blessings) and Salaam (peace) upon him, and the angels did,
and He told the believers to do the same:

56: 1 Bygs okt 15y sl 19000 1558T ol @i 6 () e Oskiad Aoes o

Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and His angels [ask Him to do so].
O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah
to grant him] peace. Surah al Ahzab 56

5. So, indeed, with hardship comes ease. .;\ <z ‘m
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6. Indeed, with hardship, comes ease. \ij o ;i\ C“ ‘_,\ 6

Allah 3 mentions ease twice in this chapter, one for the past and the other one for
the future. Allah is reminding His Messenger that he was at ease in his childhood,
even though the circumstances seemed tough but they ended up benefitting
Muhammad # and enhanced his character even further.

And likewise, the hardship that he has to bear now with delivering the message of
Islam will also bring him a lot of good in the future. So yet again, there will be relief
with every hardship that a man goes through in this life, no state of being is
permanent and every struggle will be followed with victory, if the man is patient.

< s oz

7. So whenever you have finished your > ailb C"“P 136 7
obligations, then stand (in prayer). ' ’

8. And to your Lord alone turn in longing w)u &l Qg .8
(hope). /

Once the message of Islam has been delivered to the people, then the Messenger of
Allah should turn to Allah and stand in prayer out of gratitude for this honour granted
to him and the religion of Islam.

aAi5 b &N i 16 S;id’ b 013 Cay 35 e B A Jgly O J0 a5k o 02
(35l L) SS) drlo ol i " 1eKh 10 OSTI T J6 . 56 U S35 G
It was narrated that Abu Hurairah < said: The Messenger of Allah & used to pray
until his feet became swollen. It was said: O Messenger of Allah, Allah has forgiven

you your past and future sins. He said: “Should | not be a thankful slave?”
Sunan ibn Majah (Book of Establishing the Prayer)

And when the religion of Allah was established in the land by Allah’s Messenger, the
only thing that remained for him was to devote himself to his Master, and prepare
for his meeting with his Lord by busying himself with prayers and remembrance of
Allah.
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Surah Ad Duha - Chapter 93
(The Morning Brightness)

It has 11 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

. By the morning brightness.

. And by the night when it covers with
darkness.

. Your Lord has not abandoned you (O
Muhammad), nor is He displeased with
you.

. And the Hereafter is better for you than
the first.

. And your Lord is going to give you, and
you shall become well-pleased.

. Did He not find you an orphan and
sheltered you?

. And found you lost and guided you.

. And He found you poor and enriched
you.

. Then as for the orphan, do not oppress
him.

10.And as for the beggar, do not repel him.
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11.And as for the favor of your Lord, Siisd Gl asay Gy 11
proclaim it! ’

Summary of the Surah:

This Surah opens with divine oaths taken by Allah & pertaining to the hours in the
morning and the night when it falls. Allah has specified His blessings upon His
Messenger and commanded him to share the favors with others.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. By the morning brightness. 2 I3 1
2. And by the night when it covers with s 15 s 2
= 13] Jly .
darkness. g M
3. Your Lord has not abandoned you (O &3 53 S dleds b 3
Muhammad), nor is He displeased with '
you.

Allah & begins the Surah by taking two oaths: One by the Dhuha which is the morning
brightness during which people are fresh and busy with the hustle and bustle of their
daily lives, and the second oath by the time at the night when everything pauses, and
comes to a standstill.

Allah soothes His Messenger’s worry that neither he has been abandoned by His Lord,
nor is His Lord displeased with him. Allah & does this because there came a time
when the revelation had paused for a certain period of time, and people around the
Messenger mocked and taunted him not knowing that the pause was decreed by Allah
out of His wisdom, so the people thought that now he won’t be receiving any
messages because Allah is angry at him for lying on behalf of His Lord.
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Allah 35 in His greater wisdom allowed the things to take their due course and then
continued the revelation in order to encourage the Messenger to keep spreading the
message of Islam in his community.

4. And the Hereafter is better for you éjéﬁ\ » & 3 3,?5/\.53 4
than the first. > > 02

5. And your Lord is going to give you, and @,}5 aj) dad) J}‘Jj 5
you shall become well-pleased.

Allah & reminded His Messenger that afterlife is better for him to focus on than the
current life, and hence he should busy himself with the deliverance of the message
patiently and not worry about the plots of the enemies who want to see him fail, and
all those who want to stop the message of Islam from spreading.

For this reason the Messenger of Allah used to be the most abstinent of the people
concerning the worldly things, and he was the greatest of them in his disregard for
worldly matters. This is well known by necessity from his biography. When the
Prophet was given the choice at the end of his life between remaining in this life
forever and then going to Paradise, he chose that which is with Allah over this lowly
world.

Allah 35 is also implying that the followers of this religion will increase, the ridicule
will be less relevant as the disbelievers due to their disbelief will not have any
influence or power over the believers, and Allah will make all the struggles easier for
the Messenger to cope with.

4. Has He not found you an orphan and Sl s S é\ 6
sheltered you? R

5. And found you lost and guided you ‘5'\_@3 NI .’3.15,-55 7

8. And He found you poor and enriched s“u e .’3.15-55 8
you. .
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This refers to the fact that his father Abdullah died while his mother was still pregnant
with him, and later his mother, Aminah bint Wahb died when he was only six years
old. After this he was under the guardianship of his grandfather, "Abdul-Muttalib, and
eventually his grandfather also passed away when Muhammad was eight years old.
Thereafter, his uncle, Abu Talib took responsibility for him and continued to protect
him, assist him, honor him, and even restrain his people from harming him when he
was forty years of age and Allah commissioned him with the prophethood. Even
though he supported his beloved nephew in the works of dawah, Abu Talib continued
to follow the religion of his people, worshipping idols.

All of this took place by the divine decree of Allah and His decree is most excellent.
After the death of Prophet’s uncle, Abu Talib, the foolish and ignorant people of the
Quraysh began to attack him again, so Allah chose for him to migrate away from them
to the city of Al-Aws and Al-Khazraj among those who helped him (in Al-Madinah).
Allah 35 caused the message of Islam to be spread in the most perfect and complete
manner. Then, when the Prophet £ arrived at Madinah, its people (the Ansar) gave
him shelter, supported him, defended him and fought before him (against the
enemies of Islam),may Allah be pleased with all of them. All of this was from Allah's
protection for him, guarding over him and caring for him.

And Allah & found His Messenger seeking guidance before he became a prophet so
Allah guided him to Himself. The Prophets even before receiving the message; never
commit Shirk (polytheism), they do not commit evil and shameless acts, they are the
best in manners and looks. They already have the characteristics of the best of
believers, so when the revelation of Prophethood comes to them they are prepared
to handle the responsibilities and fulfill their duties as required by their Lord from
them.

Allah gave His Messenger so much guidance, that others were guided by him and will
keep coming to Islam till the end of times.

And Allah & found His Messenger poor, and He enriched him. He got married to
Khadija, she proposed to him for marriage due to his honesty and trustworthiness,
and she was wealthy. So Allah enriched him through this marriage.
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9. Then as for the orphan, do not oppress ;@-55 N F'*‘"“’“ e 9

him. ?

10. And as for the beggar, do not repel ;-G-J w8 J.'L..J\ s 10
him. g

11. And as for the favor of your Lord, AN &l daay Lﬁj A1
proclaim it! - S

Allah &5 ends the surah by reminding His Messenger to be careful with the orphan
and the needy and never to oppress them since he himself has been in a similar
position and knows what it feels like being an orphan and not having the means or
provisions to provide for one’s self.

And just like the Messenger was guided by Allah &5 to Islam, Allah commanded the
Messenger that he should be patient with others and deal with them in the most
gentle manner no matter how bothersome they may appear to the Prophet of Allah.

39905 gl o " K5 Y i S Y A B A Ut 06 06 ¢ s 5 o e
(ally i s

Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Messenger of Allah %2 said :
"Whoever is not grateful to the people, he is not grateful to Allah."
Sunan Abi Dawud (Book of Righteousness and Maintaining Relations)

Allah 3 reminds His Messenger throughout the Surah that just as He had helped him
in the past, he will also be helped by Allah in the future, so he needs to focus all of his
efforts on delivering the message and taking care of his followers.

It is also obligatory upon the Messenger of Allah to share the blessings with others,
and not to hide his state of being or suffering from his followers, so that they follow
his honest example and don’t feel that they are alone in dealing with the hardships.
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10.

11.

Surah Al Layl — Chapter 92
(The Night)

It has 21 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
the Mercy-Giving

By the night when it covers.
And by the daylight when it appears.

And by Him who created the male
and the female.

Indeed, your efforts are diversified.
As for he who gives and fears Allah.

And believes in the ultimate reward
(from Allah).

We shall then ease him toward ease.

But as for the miserly one who
withholds and claims self-sufficiency.

And denies the ultimate reward
(from Allah).

We will ease him toward difficulty.

And what will his wealth avail him
when he falls?
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12. Indeed, (binding) upon Us is wadl wle & .12
guidance. /

13. And indeed, to Us belongs the ‘;;‘21\3 550 d b5 .13
Hereafter and the first. /

14. Sol have warned you of a Fire which gs’"b "G Pij).\,u 14
is blazing.

15.  None will burn therein except the A9 Y s ¥ 15
most wretched one. /

16. The one who denied and turned Qyj ;gf@‘_;,& 16
away.

17. But the righteous one will be kept A sy 17
away from it.

18. He who gives from his wealth to ‘;f‘_, [ a8 6,’61 .18
purify himself. -

19. And he is not giving for anyone who ‘54,; i s ok .\,y Gy .19
has done him a favor to be rewarded. ;

20. Except seeking the Face of his Lord, swg\ &) 4 ¢! é'fl 20
the Most High. /

21. And he shall most surely be well- 2 ijjj 21

pleased (in the Hereafter).

Summary of the Surah:

Three oaths have been taken by Allah & in the beginning of this surah to bring our
attention to a very important matter: reward in the Hereafter. The person who does
deeds for the sake of Allah will be rewarded according to his deeds, and the one who
withholds his wealth and help from others will also be brought to account accordingly.
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Commentary on this Surah:

1. By the night when it covers. VR Jjj‘j 1

2. And by the daylight when it appears. ‘5@ 131 4613 .2

3. And by Him who created the male and S5 S0 Gl 63,3
the female.

4. Indeed, your efforts are diversified. AP g” o 3‘.4

Allah g5 takes the oath by three matters here:

By the night when it covers the sky, and by the day when it appears and removes all
signs of darkness. And then, by His creation of male and female. Allah & has paired
the night and day together just like He has paired the male and the female. Everything
created in this universe is found in pairs; only Allah is One with no equal, partner, or
anything similar.

Even the creation of this worldly life has been paired with the afterlife; what is
incomplete within this life shall be completed in the next one.

The efforts of human beings are scattered in numerous fields in this life. Everyone is
striving with a different motive behind their struggles, because everyone has a unique
perspective and vision for his or her life. As believers, we need to make sure that we
do as many good deeds as possible ad hope for the best from Allah; the ultimate
reward for the hardwork and sincerity will be given in the afterlife. Our efforts are
part of a whole, a larger plan planned out by Allah & for His Creation.

5. As for he who gives and fears Allah. 513 i o b 5

6. And believes in the ultimate reward o4 L é.w 6
(from Allah). g

7. We shall then ease him toward ease. & jl/S gw/ :fz 5 7

110



So whoever gives charity, and helps others for the sake of Allah, hoping for a reward
in the afterlife while also believing in the truth sent down by Allah which is the Quran,
Allah will make this life easy for him and bless him in the next life with Paradise for
his good deeds.

When a believer does good deeds, then Allah & makes other good deeds easier for
him to do due to his sincerity toward His Lord.

8. But as for the miserly one who

ShiLly % o Uls .8
withholds and claims self-sufficiency s

9. And denies the ultimate reward (from 2 4 u.,\fj 9
Allah). -

10. We will ease him toward difficulty. & ;‘]/; gw/ 2o .10

11. And what will his wealth avail him 63}3 130 de e ok 6y, 11

when he falls?

But as for the one who does not give for the sake of Allah and is arrogant with Allah’s
creation thinking that he is not in need of anyone due to the wealth Allah has gifted
him, and then goes on to deny the afterlife because he does not fear His Lord or
believe in Him - Allah will make the path of good hard for him to follow. Allah &5
punishes such people for their evil in ways unexpected by them, because of their
rebellion and lying against Allah and harming the creation.

Ultimately, the path of Hell-fire will be made easy for such a man and he won’t find
anyone to help him, and even his wealth will not be of any use to him at that
point. The one whom Allah elevates is the one who gives up his wealth for Allah, and
that person will have a higher station in Paradise.

The one who holds back his wealth and spending out of greed - Allah lowers him
because he was gathering his wealth to gain more honour and prestige but Allah only
has humiliation in store for such a man, and He will punish him in the afterlife by
making him enter the Hell-fire.

111



.uj‘ﬂ\.\,\wvs,au"‘}uﬁes)\;;g.ujm ‘3%6‘”&“5&’ %dwd‘w&‘f
7. S Jﬁ\w\"dw‘}ﬁww Ly G \gad " ,u\wamjw\wowc,s
Gyl 3y o3h d w.é—u Gy * Eiy Jabl e Gb i3
() SS) 5yl s

Narrated "Ali bin Abi Talib «&:

We were in the company of the Prophet & in a funeral procession at Baqi Al-
Gharqad. He said, "There is none of you but has his place written for him in Paradise
or in the Hell- Fire." They said, "O Allah's Apostle! Shall we depend (on this fact and
give up work) He said, "Carry on doing (good deeds), for everybody will find it easy
to do (what will lead him to his destined place)." Then he recited: 'As for him who
gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to Allah, and believes in the Best reward from
Allah (i.e. Allah will compensate him for what he will spend in Allah's way). Until His
saying "we will ease him toward difficulty." Sahih al Bukhari (Book of Tafseer)

12. Indeed, (binding) upon Us is guidance. deé-U wle & 12
13. And indeed, to Us belongs the éj%ﬂ‘j g},;_w“ g "’lﬁ 13

Hereafter and the first.

Allah 35 has explained all that is lawful and unlawful, as the real guidance can only
come from Allahds. Only Allah is in complete control of this life and the next life.

The people can ask Allah &5 for either this life or the next, but they all truly belong to
Him. So you can ask Allah for the blessings just in this life, and He will give you people
who are not sincere usually just ask for good things in this life ignoring the Hereafter.

Allah told us to ask for the good in both lives because He is the One who responds to
the call of all those who turn to Him.

14. So | have warned of a Fire which is LG e &b 14
J ) :
blazing.
15. None will burn therein except the most A5Y) y‘ Wz ¥ .15

wretched one.
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16. The one who denied and turned away. é LI el 16

Allah & has warned the people against the fire of Allah which will burn them without
killing them. No one will enter this fire except the most wretched of humans - the one
who was unable to overcome his desires and wasted his life seeking worldly pleasures
by ignoring the truth when it came to him, and denied the afterlife in his heart.

&) Jj'“’)\:’di»’ R d\uﬁ'}’\ L3 Ogluy 6“‘ Jf" JB@% A J ) di&éﬁﬁ téiu;
"Lé‘ 449 t}w P9 (dad J.?J @.GUa\ "eJe
(Clddll CLS) gy aad

Abu Hurairah «reported: Messenger of Allah % said, "Everyone of my Ummah wiill
enter Jannah except those who refuse". He was asked: "Who will refuse?" He %
said, "Whoever obeys me, shall enter Jannah, and whosoever disobeys me,
refuses to (enter Jannah)". - Sahih al Bukhari (Book of Miscellany)

17. But the righteous one will be kept 64_,;2“ s 2y 17
away from it. ’

18. He who gives from his wealth to purify @/ 6 35 ‘5.6 18
himself. RO

The righteous, pure, and most pious person will be saved from the Hell-fire. He is the
one who spends a part of his wealth in order to help others, because he believes in
the afterlife and the promise of His Lord. He spends his wealth in obedience of his
Lord in order to purify himself, his wealth and whatever Allah has bestowed upon him
of religion and worldly things. This does not mean that he doesn’t spend on himself,
he spends the wealth moderately without any extravagance or wanting to show off.

19. And he is not giving for anyone who ‘Sﬁ M o dls 4_,5; Gs .19
has done him a favor to be rewarded.
20. Except seeking the Face of his Lord the as*‘m 455 o) y, 20
Most High.
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21. Andhe sl:nall most surely be well- w’f’ 35 21
pleased (in the Hereafter).

This is the same person who does not give his wealth in order to win favors from
others or hoping that they would pay him back, but rather he does it purely for the
sake of Allah, seeking reward in the Hereafter, the one who acquires these attributes
he will have a very content life. And ultimately this person will be made to enter the
Paradise, where he will lead a content and satisfied life.

Many of the scholars of Tafsir have mentioned that these verses talking about the
man who purifies himself for his Lord’s sake and gives only for His sake, were revealed

about Abu Bakr As-Siddiq <%, the first companion of the Prophet Muhammad to enter
Islam.
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10.

11.

12.

Surah Ash-Shams— Chapter 91
(The Clinging Clot)

It has 15 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

the Mercy-Giving

By the sun and its brightness.

And by the moon as it follows it.
And by the day when it displays it.
And by the night when it covers it.
And by the sky and He who built it.

And by the earth and He who spread
it.

And by the soul and He who
fashioned it.

And inspired it (soul) with its
wickedness and righteousness.

Truly, he has succeeded who purifies
it

And truly, he has failed who corrupts
it.

Thamud denied (the truth) due to
their transgression.

When the most wretched of them
was sent forth.
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13. Though the Messenger of By 4o 36 L ‘3}33 «‘L Jié 13
Allah (Salih) had said to them:
(Do not harm) The She-camel of Allah
or (prevent her from) her drink.

14. But they denied him and hamstrung v’g) F@,J.; ?"""’\9 &533.;3 éjj,&_g 14
her. So their Lord crushed them for PR
their sins and made it equal (upon all il oo
of them).

15. And He has no fear of its BLiE 2& Y; .15
consequence.

Summary of the Surah:
The surah opens with multiple oaths taken by the Lord who informs us about the

importance of purifying our souls for His Sake. For the one who purifies his soul, he
will succeed in this life and the next. As for the one who does not purify his soul, he
will end up losing his reward just like another nation that lost its reward by disobeying
their Prophet Saleh.

Commentary on the Surah:

1. By the sun and its brightness. S w,;ﬁ,\\)i 1
2. And by the moon as it follows it. A 131 J,;_éj\j 2

Allah 35 swears by the things He wishes to honor, and Allah took an oath here by the
sun and the moon to show us some of the wonders of His creation that aid in the
changing of the day and night. He swears by the sun and by the soothing morning light
that comes with the sun, followed by the moon when it follows the journey of the
sun. The moon follows the path of the sun by borrowing its light and hence shines
brightly during the night.
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3. And by the day when it displays it m&, 13 )Léfd\j 3
4. And by the night when it covers it. BLESS 15 Jjj‘j 4

Now Allah & takes an oath by the day which allows the sun to display its full glory,
and also by the night that fully covers up the light of the sun so that the horizons
become entirely dark in some parts of the world.

5. And by the sky and He who built it. WL B claldis .5
6. And by the earth and He who spread it. TEaR s &ﬂ‘j 6

Here our Lord swears by the sky that was built all by Himself. There are no gaps in
the sky where we’d be able to see some parts of space through those gaps. Rather, it
is all covered up fully for our safety and protection, and has remained that way ever
since the beginning of creation and will remain so till the end of times.

Next, Allah &5 takes an oath by the earth and mentions that He Himself spread out
the land for our ease and for the purpose of our living and moving on it. All of the
above mentioned creations are in complete harmony with one another from the time
they were created, and Allah wants us to ponder and think over the signs found in the
nature so that we may be more grateful to Him.

7. And by the soul and He who fashioned 13w %:j 7
it. <
8. And inspired it (soul) with its Lé\j.éﬁj &3};‘3 ‘-@-4-‘5\3 8

wickedness and righteousness.

Now, coming to the main theme of this Surah, Allah 3 takes an oath by the soul
(conscience) of the person and by Himself who made it balanced so that it seeks
guidance and finds peace in worshiping its Lord.
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When we hear and see the truth, we have the choice to either accept it or reject it.
We will accept the truth if our Fitrah (natural disposition) is intact, the more intact it
is, the more likely we will accept the message of truth.

Allah & then inspired the soul by placing inspirations in the heart due to which a
person can differentiate between the right and the wrong.

The nafs has been programmed to know that it should guard itself from evil acts since
they are harmful, and also to guard itself from sins as they bring about Allah's

punishment.
9.  Truly, he has succeeded who purifies it m;) o C‘U‘ %9
10. And truly, he has failed who corrupts it. B3 5 OB :\33 10

Whoever purifies himself with obedience to Allah and fears Him will be successful.
The Messenger of Allah £ would supplicate to Allah with this duaa:

~
ws g

&E}éiég” | ek o\f Jy.‘de,.o)usus‘ﬂ\vﬁdjs\‘ﬁduWﬁfe)\d.u)u.c
B 3e s ST S5y Wasds s...wu\ ) Juj\ u\.\sj b&\j J;;J\j u\,\-\j J....Q\j fuj\

2 %

gf:ch;a‘ﬂww 38&’9wwj&a‘ﬂr@wdajﬁ\d\r@ﬂ\&‘ﬂijju\
(;VU\QLK)MW—"U: S Y

Zaid bin Argam < reported: | am not going to say anything but only that which
Allah's Messenger & used to say. He used to supplicate:" O Allah, | seek refuge in
You from incapacity, from laziness, from cowardice, from miserliness, old age and

from torment of the grave. O Allah, grant to my soul the sense of righteousness
and purify it, for You are the Best Purifier thereof. You are the Protecting Friend
thereof, and Guardian thereof. O Allah, | seek refuge in You from the knowledge
which does not benefit, from the heart that does not entertain the fear (of Allah),
from the soul that does not feel contented and the supplication that is not
responded.” Sahih Muslim (Book of Supplication)

As for the one who completely disregards his Nafs and busies himself with the
disobedience of Allah by committing sins day and night, then this person is going
against the natural inclinations of his soul, and will lead himself astray by following
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he desires. If every individual works on improving himself, then the society as a whole
becomes better.

11. Thamud denied (the truth) due to 1 gikey 3;@ S5 11
their transgression. :

12. When the most wretched of them was BES East 3 .12
sent forth. ”

13. Though the Messenger of Allah (Salih) & B f.\) 3 4, (‘_& J G 13

had said to them: (Do not harm) The
She-camel of Allah or (prevent her Lé‘éiuj
from) her drink.

Allah 35 informs that Thamud (people of Saleh 3«8) rejected their Prophet because of
the injustice and transgression they practiced. Therefore, this resulted in a rejection
in their hearts for the guidance and conviction that their Prophet came to them with.
Allah & sent a she-camel which Prophet Salih asked Allah & for, on request of his
people, Thamud, who asked for a miracle from their Prophet as a sign of his
truthfulness.

Thamud gathered on a certain day at their meeting place and Prophet Salih 35 came
and addressed them to believe in Allah, reminding them of the favors Allah had
granted them.

They pointed at a rock, they demanded: "Ask your Lord to make a she camel, which
must be 10 months pregnant, tall and attractive, issue from the rock for us."

Prophet Salih 8 replied: "If Allah sends you what you have requested, just as you
have descrlbed, will you believe in that which | have come to you with and have faith
in the message | have been sent with?"

They answered: "Yes."

So he took a vow from them on this, then prayed to Allah the Almighty to grant their
request. Allah & ordered the distant rock to split asunder, to bringing forth a great
ten month pregnant she camel. When their eyes set on it, they were amazed. They
saw a great thing, a wonderful sight, a dazzling power and clear evidence from their
Lord.

119



Some of the people from his community believed in Prophet Saleh when they saw this
miracle. Others refused to believe and became more arrogant. Allah 3 had sent this
miracle forward with conditions set in place that whoever disbelieves after seeing the
miracle then he will be punished most severely by Allah. And another condition placed
on the community was that now they had to divide the days of drinking water from
the well between themselves and the she-camel.

The she-camel would drink all the water from the well one day, and the next day it
would be the turn of the people of Thamud. The she-camel would produce enough
milk for everyone in the community to drink from. But the people started to lose their
patience with their Prophet and the miracle sent with him. They gathered in secret
and one of the most wicked men among Thamud decided to slay the she-camel.
Allah g5 said:

29: i Bygus  JiRE blaZD L4 15300
But they called their comrade and he took (a sword) and killed (her)
Surah ash-Shams:29

This man was mighty and respected among his people. He was of noble lineage and a
leader who was obeyed by his followers.

Prophet Salih ¥28 warned them from harming the she-camel and its drink, but the
people refused to believe that they would be punished if they harmed the miracle
they had asked for in the past.

14. But they denied him and hamstrung g P f'“"é By 2523 cy-kgﬁ 14
her. So their Lord crushed them for
their sins and made it equal (upon all W}Cd (v-g—f : @-5)
of them).

15. And He has no fear of its consequence. BLas :5\5«: Np 15

They killed the she-camel and Allah & sent a punishment upon them within the three
days after this incident. The punishment was sent upon the entire community
because they all took part in this crime by supporting it openly and in secret.

Allah 35 flattened the land and the bodies of the disbelievers sunk into the ground.
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Allah is the Master who doesn't fear the consequences of His actions. When He does
an action, there is no fear on Him of what others will say. He is not questioned or
punished by anyone or anything.

Allah g5 said:

23:0b0¥1 5y5 O 1A s e Sl Y

He is not questioned about what He does, but they will be questioned
Surah al Anbiya:23

So it is only Him who is only truly without consequence of fear, whereas everything
else should fear Him for the evil that they do. Ugba means the greatest consequence
of anything, and Allah is indeed not scared and will not hesitate in bringing forth His
judgments and carrying out His decisions.

121



Review Questions 5

gives

denies | ease |withholds| ad-Duha | succeed |[Thamud | worldly life | believes

Fill in the blanks:

1.

The word Sharh means to

2. Allah commanded His Prophet to share the favors with others around him in

10.The miracle sent with Prophet Saleh was the miracle of

Surah

. Allah will make the path of ease easy for the one who ,

and

Allah will make the path of difficulty easy for the one who
) and

. Surah ash-Shams talks about the people of to whom Prophet

was sent.

Anyone who purifies his soul for the sake of Allah will

Every hardship is accompanied by from Allah so we need to

exercise patience in all matters.
Allah reminds His Prophet in Surah ad-Duha that the is
better for him than the

. The one who gives his wealth in order to be purified will be saved from
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she- | afterlife Saleh fears Hell-fire | acts self- expand
charity | camel Allah sufficient




True or False:

( ) 1. Allah removed the burden from the shoulders of the
Prophet so that he could carry the message of Islam
with ease.

( ) 2. Every hardship is surrounded by two eases.

( ) 3. The worldly life is better for the believers than the
afterlife.

( ) 4. We should not talk about the favors of our Lord upon
us.

( ) 5. Allah does not fear the consequences of His actions.
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10.

11.

Surah Al Balad — Chapter 90
(The City)

It has 20 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

the Mercy-Giving

No, indeed! | do swear by this City
(Makkah).

While you (O Prophet) are a free
dweller in this City.

And by the father and that which was
born (of him).

Certainly, we have created man into
hardship.

Does he think that no one shall ever
overpower him?

He says, “l have spent wealth in
abundance.”.

Does he think that no one has seen
him?

Have We not made two eyes for him?
And a tongue and two lips?

And guided him to the two highways
(of right and wrong)? - steep?

Yet he has not broken through the
difficult pass.
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12. And what can make you know what s A3 vy .12
is that difficult pass?

13. Itis the freeing of a slave. idy 3613
14. Or feeding on a day of severe hunger ais (63 e O alab) 5. 14
15. To an orphan, who is a relative. u}u 13 Gss.15
16. Or to a needy person in misery. e 15 6o 3116
17. And then being among those who el 1501555 15587 Gl 5 oLfg- 17
believed and advised one another to o AL 1l
patience and advised one another to 25y el

compassion.

18. Those are the Companions of the Tasad) ot é,LJ}% 18
Right.
19. But as to those who disbelieved in alaad) Sl o el 1938 513 .19

Our Signs - they are the Companions
of the Left.

20. Over them will be fire closed in. OM}, 36 V'@'J’ 20
Summary of the Surah:
Allah &5 honors the City of Makkah by taking an oath in its name within this Surah and

reminds the mankind that they are under the absolute power and watchfulness of
Allah, no matter what path they choose in this life.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. No, indeed! | do swear by this City A 13s ("""9; vy 1
(Makkah) ’ o
2.  While you (O Prophet) are a free I 1s > u\32

dweller in this City
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3. And by the father and that which was s s Wiss 3
. 9 Ly L9y .
born (of him).

By taking an oath by the city of Makkah, Allah & is honoring it and also diverting their
attention of the listeners of Quran to His Message.

Allah also swears by this city because His Final Messenger Muhammad & resides
there, and it is now his duty to deliver the final message to the people around him.

Allah g% is here showing the amazement of the Messenger of Allah 2 who is staying
true to the message of Prophet Ibrahim ¥4, and the rest of the polytheists who claim
to follow their misguided forefathers, but they are not staying true to the religion of
their true forefather, Prophet Ibrahim 38 himself.

Allah &5 knows the polytheistic Arabs who are intending to kill the Messenger of Allah
# who is simply calling to the religion of their father Ibrahim. Prophet Ismail 38 was
the son of Prophet Ibrahim 35 and he was the first male in the city of Makkah, and
Prophet Muhammad # came from his lineage.

4.  Certainly, we have created man into LS 8 oy Gils A8 4
hardship - ’
5. Does he think that no one shall ever i e J of CLZP 5

overpower him?

Human beings have been created in intense struggle, and for as long as we are alive,
we will never be free from worries. Every single person has his or her own form of
struggle that he needs to overcome in this life.

Whatever path you choose will lead to many different struggles. However, one
struggle will bring Allah's Mercy and reward, and the other path will lead to Allah's
anger and punishment. People run away from Allah's commands out of fear that they
will face a lot of hardship. But they don't realise that even if they turned away from
the guidance they would still face hardship and stress by other obstacles in life.
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Allah 35 describes in this chapter of the Quran the psychological human condition,
where the human beings are constantly surrounded by worries by the inside. At the
same time man has to maintain a reputation that he is not stressed and find ways to
balance himself. Man assumes that he's the one above everything else and that no
one can overpower him and that no one will question him with respect to his choices.

6. He says, “l have spent wealth in 13 Yo S J}Q_, 6
abundance.”.

7. Does he think that no one has seen P 33;
him?

of Lzl 7

w28

A man’s wrong assumptions and pride make him arrogant enough to say that he has
destroyed enormous amounts of wealth on materialistic pursuits. He wants to make
sure that people know that he is so rich, he doesn't even count the amount he has
wasted on the worldly enjoyments.

The Quraish thought that it was their birthright to hold onto their honour and riches
and not spend it in the cause of Allah as they feared poverty. Allah 35 is telling them
that He is watching the evils they do and knows how they earn and spend their money
against His Messenger to bring harm to the messenger and his message.

8. Have We not made two eyes for him? ;afi/‘ A J"‘ i 8
9. And atongue and two lips? ks 6Lds 9
10. And guided him to the two highways u-’""-*j‘ 3\33:\.5:3 10

(of right and wrong)?

Allah & reminds man that He is the One who gave him two eyes, and He sees all that
the humans do on this earth.
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And Allah mentions gift of tongue by which man is able to form words and when he
boasts, he is using the means provided to him by his Lord to boast. The arrogance
shown through his tongue is evil and will be a witness against him on Judgment Day.

Allah 3% also guided man along the two pathways; the path of good and the path of
evil when someone chooses the path of good sincerely then Allah guides him along
that path of good. When someone chooses the path of evil He will make that path
achievable for him. Both the pathways involve struggle for those walking on them.

o

11. Yet he has not broken through the M,J\ ('_,,J\ e 11
difficult pass ’

12. And what can make you know what is AR .ﬁ\}.ﬁ Gy .12
that difficult pass?

Allah &% is saying that after giving man the great gifts of eyes and tongue, man does
not struggle enough to go through the difficult pathway in this life which will be good
for him in the end.

And Allah mentions what that difficult pathway is like in the following verses for
whoever wants to take that road.

13. Itis the freeing of a slave. :\,,5) :,lg 13
14. Or feeding on a day of severe hunger w 3 a3 ;;wo\ 3‘ 14
15. To an orphan, who is a relative. 4,4,9,. 13 U .15
16. Or to a needy person in misery. ouj.» 13 GSCos 5? 16

Difficult path is the one where you have to free a slave, or someone who is
imprisoned, and all those who are oppressed. These actions require intense struggle
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on our part, and constant effort is needed on every level in our communities, so that
the poor and weak people are released from tyranny and injustices.

We must take care of those who can’t provide for themselves financially, and provide
them with their basic necessities such as food and shelter. Allah & also makes the
kind treatment of orphans obligatory upon the relatives and also commands us to
take care of orphans found in our community.

There are people around us dealing with hardships in their lives and don’t have the
means to feed themselves or their families but never complain or mention their
difficult situation. If we come across such people we need to help them in every way
possible. By this command, Allah wants us to become true humanitarians and wants
us to help others because this will ultimately lead to a change in our nature, purify
our hearts and deeds, and elevate us in ranks in the afterlife.

17. And then being among those who

. s @ &
15201553 19T Spdll G 0876 17
believed and advised one another to J

patience and advised one another to 233 1300155 M‘J
compassion.

18. Those are the Companions of the j,:/:/}‘ wa\ é_.U; 18
Right. ’

After these acts of righteousness, when man joins those who believed in Allah and
the afterlife, and was patient with the commands of Allah and also encourages others
to have patience, he will have joined the ranks of true believers. Eman (belief) is
mentioned after all these humanitarian causes. The only way to end corruption in this
life is by submitting fully to the commands of Allah.

Rebelling against Allah was the cause of the corruption of man’s internal nature, and
the only true way of ending this corruption is through believing in Allah and obeying
Him.

So the person who has Eman (belief in Allah) gains more patience because he knows
that Allah will reward him for his efforts, even if he does not see 100% positive results
in this life.
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And when a man becomes a believer, he joins all the other believers who worked
together with perseverance and enjoined patience and compassion. These people will
be the closest to the Mercy of Allah on the Day of Judgment.

19. But as to those who disbelieved in Our ol "_g G560 \3}35@5\}\3 19
Signs - they are the Companions of the ' o - L.
Left. dalal)
20. Over them will be fire closed in. “g,uj; 36 M 20

The ones who disbelieved in the signs of Allah sent with His Messenger and busied
themselves in the enjoyment of this world and took pleasure in the forbidden things
they will be among the companions of hell-fire.

On these people there will be a fire whose heat does not escape because a lid has
been placed at the top to prevent their escape. So there is no escape or doorway for
them to come out of it, and they shall remain there.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Surah Al Fajr — Chapter 89
(The Dawn)

It has 30 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

the Mercy-Giving

By the dawn.

And by the Ten Nights.

And by all that is even and all that is
odd.

And by the night when it passes.

Is there in this an oath for whoever
has a mind?

Have you not seen (O Prophet ) how
your Lord dealt with the people of Ad

From Iram, the nation of the lofty
pillars.

The likes of whom had never been
created in the land?

And with Thamud, who carved out
the rocks in the valley?

And with Pharaoh of the lofty
structures?

All of whom transgressed in the
lands.

And increased therein the corruption.

So your Lord poured upon them a
portion of punishment.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Indeed, your Lord is ever-watchful.

And as for man, when his Lord tries
him and is generous to him and
favours him, he says, “My Lord has
honoured me.”

But when He tries him and restricts
His provision, he says, “My Lord has
humiliated me.”

No! But you do not honour the
orphan.

And you do not encourage one
another to feed the poor.

And you consume inheritance
greedily.

And you love the wealth with an
immense love.

No indeed! When the earth has been
leveled (pounded and crushed).

And your Lord has come and the
angels, rows upon rows.

And brought within view on that Day
is the Hell-fire; on that Day man will

remember, but what good to him will

be the remembrance?

He will say, “Oh, | wish | had sent
ahead (some good) for my life.”

So, on that Day, none shall punish as
He shall punish.

And none will bind (as severely) as
His binding (of the evildoers).

O peaceful soul!

Return to your Lord, well-pleased
and well-pleasing.
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29. And so, enter among My servants. s
ke § 3029

30. And enter My Everlasting Garden. . \
e 30
Summary of the Surah:

An oath has been taken by the dawn and other natural occurrences in the universe
and also the sacred destination, as a means of affirmation to humankind that Allah
will hold all people accountable for their deeds that they performed in this world.
People who unlawfully take the wealth of others will be exposed on the Day of
Judgment when Allah will come down for Judgment with the angels, and the righteous
people will be honored by Allah by making them enter the Paradise.

Commentary on this Surah:
1. Bythe dawn. : /éi\j 1

2.  And by the Ten Nights. J_” J\-;Jj 2

The first oath Allah takes is by the time of Fajr, the time when the night is about to
end, and the light of the sun begins to come through into the sky.

The second oath is by the ten blessed nights, either the last ten nights of Ramadan,
or the first ten nights from the month of Dhul Hijjah. The blessings and the reward for
good deeds is at its highest within these nights.

3. And by all that is even and all that is jjj\j AL 3
odd. 7 >

4. And by the night when it passes. S \3! ‘};&U‘j 4

5. Is there.in this an oath for whoever > LS"U ;""‘3 &;: d J.a 5
has a mind? ? -

The third oath taken by Allah covers all that is created in pairs, and all that is in odd
numbers.
The fourth oath is about the night when it departs.
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Allah 3 cautions the people of understanding and religious awareness here to pay
attention to the subject at hand because the matter by which Allah swore should be
given our best attention.

6. Have you not seen (O Prophet ) how Sy o.i.lj) |ad JJ i .6
your Lord dealt with the people of Ad o

7.  From Iram, the nation of the lofty stesdl 13 &) 7
pillars - ’

8. The likes of whom had never been S 3 gl d'\;(! @5\ 8

created in the land?

Allah g5 tells His Messenger to reflect on the condition of the nations that passed
before his nation and how Allah destroyed them due to their arrogance and disbelief.
The first of these nations mentioned in this chapter are the people of ‘Ad. They were
the descendants of "Ad bin Iram bin "Aws bin Sam bin Nuh, and Prophet Hud %8 was
sent to them.

They were a nation of builders who would build tall and lofty buildings, and no one in

their time fought them because they were strong people.

Allah 35 says:

e A3 3a ogals o i ST 15 Jaf 558 e G312 1085 31 Sk o)W1 195K 31 G
15: e Jy RPNEPS L:;'\;p \ylfj 05d

As for 'Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, and they said: "Who is
mightier than us in strength" Could they not see that Allah Who created them was
mightier in strength than them they used to disavow our miraculous signs.
Surah Fussilat:15

Prophet Hud 38 taught them about the Oneness of Allah. However, they rejected his
teachings and opposed him. Therefore, Allah & saved him and those who believed
with him from among them, and He destroyed others with a furious, violent wind.
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A”ahé%says;
e b 531 0 gl o8l Tlls JU) i (il U T i g 1SRG B G
B-6:5W 6y 430 o b o7 48 i 5 bl (36

-

And as for ‘Aad, they were destroyed by a screaming, violent wind. Which Allah imposed on them
for seven nights and eight days in succession, so that you could see men lying
overthrown, as if they were hollow trunks of date palms! Do you see any
remnants of them. Surah al-Haaqgah 7-8

Allah & mentioned their story in the Qur'an in more than one place, so that the
believers may take lessons from their story and ending, and avoid making similar

mistakes.
9. And with Thamud, who carved out the :\33\., 20 1S .U\ 1% 9
' 5 R Rl 2585

rocks in the valley? y el e

10. And with Pharaoh of the lofty 634 <3 0}@93 10
structures? z = ,

11. All of whom transgressed in the lands. :‘j\.j\ g ‘ﬁb &,.Jj\ 11

12. And increased therein the corruption. Sl G \3}59 12

Then, Allah & mentions Thamud, to whom Prophet Salih 38 was sent and his story
with is people has been detailed out in Surah As-Shams. They were also a strong
nation and would carve out the rocks with their sheer manpower.

And finally, Allah & recounts the story of Pharaoh, whose nation was the possessor
of large armies, and was known to punish anyone who disobeyed him severely. He
also enslaved people and would use their skills to construct tall structures. Prophet
Musa was sent to him inorder to remind him of Allah’s blessings and favors upon him
and his nation, but he refused to take heed and follow the message sent, and instead
turned against Prophet Musa 38 and Bani Israel and started to punish them and
causing them to go through extreme hardships.
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All of the above mentioned nations had disobeyed Allah and moved away from His
worship. When they forgot Allah and they forgot the afterlife they began to oppress
others and cause corruption in the land, Allah & sent them reminders and warnings,
and when they refused to obey, Allah dealt with them accordingly.

13. Soyour Lord poured upon them a ulde b}ﬁ, _slj) ° g“‘é ¢ 28 13
portion of punishment. g g '

14. Indeed, your Lord is ever-watchful. :\.24}43\.3 S G

sl &l o) .14
Allah 35 sent severe punishments upon those nations that they were completely
destroyed. He sent down a severe torment down and caused them to be overcome
by a punishment that could not be repelled from the people who were criminals.

Indeed, Allah & watches over His creation in that which they do, and He will reward
them in this life and in the Hereafter based upon what each of them strove for. He
will bring all of the creation before Him and He will judge them with justice, and no
one will be able to make claims that they were treated unfairly in His kingdom and
dominion. He will reward each one of them with that which the slave deserves, for He
is far removed from every injustice and tyranny.

15. And as for man, when his Lord tries gj ) G /1 YRR Gié 15
him and is generous to him and L T
favours him, he says, “My Lord has dyﬁ J) Jsded aady sl
honoured me.”

16. But when He tries him and restricts 353) w )w AEIRP \32 Gis 16
His provision, he says, “My Lord has g o .,
humiliated me.” 9.5\.&\ &é prie

Allah & corrects the flawed understanding of man with these verses in his belief that
where Allah & provides man with abundant provisions man thinks it is because His
Lord is honouring him. But this is not the case, rather it is a trial and a test for the
man, as Allah &5 says:
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Do they think that in wealth and children with which We enlarge them. We hasten
unto them with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.
Surah al-Mu’minoon: 55-56

Likewise, from another angle, if Allah tests him and tries him by decreasing his
sustenance, he believes that is because Allah is humiliating him. For indeed Allah gives
wealth to those whom He loves as well as those whom He does not love; having
wealth is no sign of Lord’s pleasure or mercy.

Allah &5 should be obeyed in all circumstances. If one is wealthy, he should thank Allah
for the blessing of wealth, and if he is poor, he should exercise patience and seek
lawful provisions from His Lord.

17. No! But you do not honour the R E<E R
orphan.y = dy} el

18. And you do not encourage one M\ ﬁ\’ﬁ’ ‘519 dj:,& Y5 .18
another to feed the poor. -

19. And you consume inheritance greedily G5 & Q‘}J‘ d}i?t'j 19

20. And you love the wealth with an G (5 J\-J‘ 0;.4&3 20

immense love.

Allah & commands everyone here to honour the orphan, and to treat him with
respect just like we would love to be treated by others with honour and respect.

GGE aanol JBg IS B 3 el 0155 61" JB B D1 o8 s daw o o o8

(V) ) el s e
Narrated Sahl bin Sa'd «:
The Prophet & said, "l and the person who looks after an orphan and provides for
him, will be in Paradise like this," putting his index and middle fingers together.
Sahih al Bukhari (Book of Good Manners)
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And then Allah & wants us to honour and feed the needy, and those who are poor
and in need of help from others.

As for the ones who take away the inheritance of others unjustly, this verse is a
warning that Allah indeed knows about it and will bring them to account for the
injustices committed by them.

People assume that their wealth will remain with them forever, because they want to
hold onto their belongings and things in this world thinking that nothing will come
between them and their possessions. And they also want to keep gathering more than
what they have so that none of it ever comes to an end. But the entire life of a person
can come to an end in an instant and then he will be left with nothing except for his
deeds.

Y
A\

- -

21. No indeed! When the earth has been S (S &bﬂ‘ Ji B4 21
leveled (pounded and crushed g s

22. And your Lord has come and the w w 4] /QS\J? éﬁ) sag 22
angels, rows upon rows.

Allah &% tells us about the time when the earth and the mountains will be flattened
when the Hour will arrive, and the earth will be leveled and made even, and the
creatures will rise from their graves to be presented in the court of their Lord.

Allah & will come alongside the angels to judge between His creation. The angels will
come together like a never ending army. The disbelievers would boast about their
armies being huge in numbers. So on this Day Allah will show His angels standing in
rows upon rows upon rows like a massive army.

23. And brought within view on that Day jfm desss 552 doa e >3 23
: : : 2 Mg ¢gE Mg £ 7
is the Hell-fire; on that Day man will S
remember, but what good to him will asjfg\i\ 4 3l om;ﬁ\

be the remembrance?

24. He will say, “Oh. I wish | had sent B &% &J G 3%24
ahead (some good) for my life.” = =
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Abdullah bin Mas’ud 4 reported Allah's Messenger & as saying: Hell would be
brought on that day (the Day of Judgment) with seventy thousand bridles, and
seventy thousand angels dragging each bridle.”

Sahih Muslim (Book of Paradise)

The Hell-fire will be brought forward and every man shall recall his deeds that he used
to perform in the world, openly and in secret.

If he was a disobedient person, he will be sorry for the acts of disobedience he
committed and no regret of his at that point will be able to shield him from the
punishment. If he was an obedient person, he will wish that he performed more acts
of obedience. Every human beings on that day is going to be consumed by worry and
grief until the Judgment of his Lord comes to pass about his final destination; either
the Paradise or the Hell-fire.

<

25. So, on that Day, none shall punish as B e i Y M}J 25
He shall punish. > o

26. And none will bind (as severely) as His kPR BY B3 :9_’:5; Y5 .26
binding (of the evildoers). )

On that day there is not going to be a more intense punishment than for the ones
who disobeyed Him. The disobedience includes rebellion against the commands of
Allah and causing corruption in the land.

There is no one who is more severely punished and bound than those the Az-

Zabaniyah (the angels of Hell-fire) punish. This punishment is reserved for the
criminals and the wrongdoers among the creation. The punishment has been set by
Allah for all those who refuse to obey Him in this world.

27. O peaceful soul! faakaddy i @i g 27
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28. Return to your Lord, well-pleased and oy ity &liy J) ) 28
well-pleasing. )

29. And so, enter among My servants. $sls 3 ‘5;;3\3 29
30. And enter My Everlasting Garden. ‘_9,,, S=315.30

After talking about the evil people and the punishments that await them, Allah &
turns His attention to the pious souls here in the ending verses of this chapter. This
surah earlier talked about a person who wasn't tranquil, who was always afraid of
losing his wealth and honour because he feared the creation more than he feared
Allah.

Now Allah 35 talks to the person who has submitted himself to His Lord and does not
follow his desires blindly. For such people Allah has prepared an everlasting reward
and will speak to them directly on the Day of Judgment and He will be well-pleased
with them due to their obedience.

This person is pleased with Allah & in all situations, unlike the person described in
the early parts of the surah who was always showing arrogance and ungratefulness
against the commands and obligations laid down by Allah.

Allah & will allow the believers to meet other believers on that Day and they will all
rejoice and spend time in eternal bliss in Paradise.

And finally, they will be told to enter the Paradise; the glad tidings for this shall be
given to them at the time of their death and on the Day of Judgment. This is the angels
giving glad tiding to the believer at his time of death.
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10.
11.

12.
13.

Surah Al Ghashiyah — Chapter
88
(The Overwhelming Event)

It has 26 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

the Mercy-Giving

Has there reached you the report of
the Overwhelming Event?

Some faces on that Day will be
humiliated..
Working hard, and exhausted.

They will enter to burn in an
intensely hot Fire.

They will be given drink from a
boiling spring.

For them there will be no food,
except from a poisonous thorny
plant.

Which neither nourishes nor avails
against hunger.

Faces on that Day will be delighted.
With their effort they are satisfied.
In a lofty Garden.

You shall not hear therein unsuitable

speech.

Within it is a flowing spring-

Within it are the couches raised high.
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14. And cups set at hand. ity O1ET 14

15. And cushions lined up. igiias 3y5 15

16. And carpets spread around. 4..5,..9 {ahys .16

17. Then do they not look at the Ea LS Y ) Sorkg 281 17
camels- how they are created? o

18. And at the sky- how it is raised? Eady S sisd d1s .18

19. And at the mountains- how firmly Eoad (a5 Jud J1s .19
they are erected? /

20. And at the earth - how it is spread Eadals X 2 A1 .20
out? / /

21. Soremind (O Muhammad ), for you S K| ég S35 .21
are but an admonisher. /

22. You are not over them a controller. et p-@-'k-‘ el 22

23. However, he who turns away, and ﬁsj éy o ‘yl 23
disbelieves. /

24. Then Allah will punish him with the S Ol i Giazs 24
greatest punishment.

25. Indeed, to Us is their return. By &) &) .25

26. Then indeed, upon Us is their Bl Gle u\; 26

account.

Summary of the Surah:

Human beings are reminded of what they are over-looking in their lives. All those who
had a life of ease in this world and forgot about the afterlife will be filled with remorse
in the next life. As for the ones who worked hard and strove to achieve the pleasure
of their Lord, they will be delighted when they see their homes in Paradise.

Commentary on this Surah:

1. Has there reached you the report of
the Overwhelming Event

LW Egus 361 s 1
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2.  Some faces on that Day will be iasls duags 0g3h 2
humiliated. /

3.  Working hard, and exhausted. il il 3

Allah & addresses His Messenger and inquires if the news of the Overwhelming Event
reached him. This event would be a calamity of the next life and Allah wants people
to know that it is approaching them sooner than their expectations.

That day is the Day of Judgment. On this day, the sky will be split and everything in it
will fall apart, and the Earth will bring out its treasures and expose everything hidden
inside it.

Some faces on that day will be overcome with so much fear that the bodies and limbs
will become numb and they will be unable to move at all.

These verses talk about all those who did not perform the good deeds demanded of
them by their Lord in this life, but instead they tired themselves out by doing other
things in order to satisfy their worldly needs. So they will return in this exhausted and
worn out state after having spent their entire lives in services of different causes and
will have no reward for themselves in the afterlife due to their disbelief in their Lord
and the afterlife.

Someone who has spent his entire life working and exhausting himself will come on
this Day, not to be rewarded, but to face the consequences of his ungratefulness to
Allah 5.

4. They will enter to burn in an intensely M\, "G L5 4
hot Fire.

5. They will be given drink from a boiling BT e b i3 5
spring. ’

6. For them there will be no food, except CJ" o “gl e‘*” F‘L u*J 6

from a poisonous thorny plant.

7. Which neither nourishes nor avails &55. o ‘5’3 Y5 4eid ¥ 7
against hunger. > 2 <
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These people will be completely surrounded by fire and will face the humiliation
because they themselves will go forward and leap into the fire.

Once they get into the fire, they will feel thirsty and the only water given to them will
be from a boiling spring, which they will be forced to drink like cattles.

This is because they preferred this life over the afterlife, there will be no food given
to them except the food from a thorny plant which will make them bleed once they
come near it and touch it, and it will be poisonous.

This kind of food will neither give them nourishment nor provide them with any
nutrition. The people of Hell-fire will keep eating out of need and then feeling sick,
and then will be forced to eat yet again due to their extreme hunger.

8. Faces on that Day will be delighted. ’i“;,\, Mj—’ 25;3 8

9.  With their effort they are satisfied. :‘M") VI 9

10. In alofty Garden. e Z\.& 3 10

11. You shall not hear therein unsuitable 3':9‘? \_@_9 ’@my ‘;! 11
speech.

The believers faced a lot of hardships in this world and were patient for the sake of
Allah while performing the good deeds. They worked hard to please their Lord and
followed His commands and stayed away from His prohibitions. So Allah & will make
their faces shine on the Day of Judgment, and they will feel joy and excitement upon
seeing their final abodes in the Paradise.

Allah 35 says:

. . g,&c:gﬂﬁ/ “ ﬁ,n';f "/o/“‘ 2 2

[Some] faces, that Day, will be bright , Laughing, rejoicing at good news.
Surah Abasa:38-39
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They will be well-pleased with their deeds and for their struggling in the world. The
one who cleanses himself for the sake of Allah in this life will attain a great reward in
the next life. The condition for this is to believe sincerely in Allah, and to worship Him
without associating anyone else in the worship.
Allah &5 will reward His obedient slaves with Paradise, which will be high and lofty
from where the believers will be able to see everything around them and below them.
The believers will not hear any insulting or shameful speech therein. lll-speech takes
away from the honour of a person and is disliked by Allah and it will not be a part of
a believer’s life neither in this world nor in the next.
Allah 35 says:
UGS G 3 N1 Gt 5 138 @ Dgaa ¥
26-25:014)) 5,5
No Laghw will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech. But only the saying of:
"Salam! Salam!" Surah al-Waqiyah:25-26

12. Within it is a flowing spring. 33)\,;- S g 12
13. Within it are couches raised high :\:—53)» 3}: Vi 13
14. And cups set at hand. i;,}ioj,. ;’;\;ﬁj 14
15. And cushions lined up 0}2‘0 :5)\1‘3 15

16. And carpets spread around.
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People of Paradise will be living in high gardens, with beautiful scenery on top of a
spring waterfall which will have a lot of cool water flowing continuously. The flowing
water will always remain fresh.

There will also be couches that are elevated, which means that the believers will be
able to look around from high place and will have stability in their homes and will
enjoy the luxuries provided just for them by Allah.

Cups without handles (also known as chalices) will be prepared and presented to the
believers. And small pillows or cushions will also be set in rows for the believers to
provide extra comfort. Expensive rugs and carpets will also be spread in the dwellings
of the believers so wherever they turn and see they will find luxury and comfort that
they can enjoy forever without having to work for any of these things as they had
already paid the price in their worldly lives by worshipping Allah.

17. Then do they not look at the 2 .Q?Jﬂ‘ é‘ 53}?&.5 ')b\ 17
camels- how they are created? 22 o

- "/l -

18. And at the sky- how it is raised? w} € é‘j 18
19. And at the mountains- how firmly o L 3 - .Q;,JC;_‘ é‘j 19

they are erected
20. And at the earth - how it is spread out? PR ?wﬂ‘ J‘) 20

Allah & now turns the conversation back to this world and tells the people to look
around in their surroundings and see the signs that Allah has created for them to
benefit from. Our Lord wants us to ponder over the creation that he has created and
placed signs in the entire universe for us to pay attention to, so that we realized His
greatness, might and power.

Allah 3 firstly here talks about the camel which is a big creation yet can be easily
controlled by a child. The camel is a very high ride, the camel is well designed and can
survive by having minimal water for days on end, and it can feed itself off shrubs alone
which other animals cannot live plainly on. It is loyal to the human being, and even
when tired, it continues to do its work. Along with this, it has incredible seating which
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can be comfortable to sit on top of. It also gives milk, when there is no liquid available
elsewhere. It can store its own food (through storage of fat in its hump). Its meat
benefits the humans. When it becomes old and dies its skin benefits because it can
be used in the making of leather products among other things.

Then, Allah 3% tells the people to look at the sky, which is forever out of their reach
and there is no breakage or leakage anywhere in the sky. The creation of sky is
flawless and should remind us of the perfection of our Lord.

And then the creation of the mountains, how they stand tall and firmly in their places.
They keep the Earth from shaking due to their massive weight, and people can move
about freely.

And finally the creation of the Earth itself, how Allah spread it out and made the
surface flat for us to walk on with ease and build homes on it, and all the creatures
living on the land benefit from its produce.

Allah & recounts the wonders of His creation here to remind the people that their
Lord is capable of all things and the One who created the creation beautifully has
something much better in store for those who obey His commands.

21. Soremind (O Muhammad ), for you ;fw« aat Gy ;.\9 21
are but an admonisher. ’ e
22. You are not over them a controller. Y i(‘/‘ “ e ‘; 22

Allah & addresses His Messenger informing him that his job is to only deliver the
message to his people; it is not the job of a messenger to coerce or force his people
into following him nor is the messenger responsible for the conversion of their hearts.
The people have to decide and choose their fate on their own. The message that the
Prophet came with included the details of the past, and the future of all the nations,
the things that the inner conscience commands, and of the consequences of their
actions and choices.

Allah 35 says:

455 55 deey Q& op 0T S0 02 e ot g Ok & ALY
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We know of best what they say; and you (O Muhammad) are not a tyrant over
them (to force them to Belief). But warn by the Quran, him who fears My Threat.
Surah Qaf:45

Every person has to find the answer inside of himself by asking Allah to guide him.
Even the Messenger cannot create the faith in the hearts of the people since that is
not within his power or control.

23. However, he who turns away, and ;ﬂfj 35 o Y 23
disbelieves. ’
24. Then Allah will punish him with the }gg\ e 5 i 24

greatest punishment.

As for the one who turns away from the truth once the message has reached him, this
person will be held accountable for his actions and choices.

Allah & will punish such disbelievers with His most severe punishment the likes of
which has been mentioned in this chapter and elsewhere in the Quran.

25. Indeed, to Us is their return. ("k‘ i &y 25
26. Then indeed, upon Us is their account. v_{‘w e & ? 26

Allah 35 finally tells us that it is to Him all these people will return, and then their final
account will be with Allah, whether or not they choose to believe in the afterlife.
Whoever did good, will be rewarded for the good they did, and whoever did evil will
receive the punishment for their deeds.
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Surah Al A'la — Chapter 87
(The Most High)

It has 19 verses and was revealed in Makkah

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,

the Mercy-Giving SR ,-‘ﬁ -
Highly exalt the name of your Lord, ng\ &l oy 1
the Most High. i
The One who created everything 6},¢ d.\, 6,‘\3\ 2
then gave it form.
And the One who destined and then ©igd 116 6.‘5\3 3
guided.
And the One who brings out the s‘:"“ CJ" 6;3\3 4
pasture;
Then turns it into dusty debris. ©3 2 dand 5
We will make you recite (O Prophet), o o 53)&,, 6

z

and you will not forget.

Except what Allah should will, for He AL 3 J.@.-M (..l:u B emued 7
knows all that is proclaimed and all / /
that is hidden.

And We will ease you toward ease. Gl D2y 8
So remind, if the reminder should S cadl o) $6 .9
benefit. /
He who fears (Allah) will be S oy i 10
reminded.
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11. But the wretched one will avoid it. suy\ Gisigy .11

12. He who will enter and burn in the L;J;ﬁ\ A3 s"“” L;,‘\3\ 12
greatest Fire.

13. Neither dying therein nor living. ‘_95: Y5 g2 CJ;: Y ; 13

14. Truly he has succeeded who purifies «;f’ o ci_e\ B 14
himself.

15. And mentions the name of his Lord GLM & et £33 .15
and prays.

16. Yet you prefer the worldly life. GG SepE e 16

17. While the Hereafter is far better and as‘-"ﬁ w5y 17
more lasting!

18. Indeed, this is in the earlier gﬂ\ Lablall sd 1A 31 18
scriptures. ) /

19. The Scriptures of Abraham and ey I e 19
Moses. /

Summary of the Surah:

Command to praise and glorify Allah has been given in this Surah. This Surah also
reminds the people of the names and attributes of their Creator, Who is free from
any defect and flaws that they attribute to Him. The consequences of our choices in
this life has been mentioned. Also, the surah declares it that the Quran did not come
with a new message, rather, the previous books also attest to the reality of the
Hereafter.

Commentary on this Surah:

1.  Highly exalt the name of your Lord, B9 &l el e 1
the Most High. & o Z:M
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2. The One who created everything then sid s el 2
gave it form. o

This Surah was one of the favorite surahs of the Prophet of Allah. He used to recite
it at Friday prayer as well as at Eid prayers.

The Messenger of Allah in this chapter has been commanded to declare the perfection
of His Lord by praising Him and increasing in His Remembrance, the One who has
complete authority over us. He is Allah, the Most High, and there is nothing greater
than Him.

Our Lord is unique because He created everything out of nothing, and perfected the
creation and balanced it.

3.  And the One who destined and then g 318 5;&‘3 3
guided. o
4.  And the One who brings out the ;‘J‘ 225 eide 4
: SS9 .
pasture S
5. Then turns it into dusty debris. 63}? (i daxs 5

N NP L T TR S | JUSC g [PRCHIPOUN [ 1

Abdullah bin Amr bin Al Ass < narrated: | heard Prophet Muhammad & said:
“Verily, Allah ordained the measure of all creation fifty thousand years before He
created the heavens and the earth, and His Throne was over the water.”
Sahih Muslim

Allah has an exact plan of action for everything that was created by Him, and only He
knows the destinies of people and creation. Allah & decreed a set measure of things
and guided His creation to their fate. Allah has also made the path of righteousness
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easy for the people to follow, and has not burden anyone with things beyond
capacity.

And Our Lord is also the one who brings out all kinds of vegetation and plants from
the Earth to provide us with nourishment. The same plants and vegetation then turn
stale and then are transformed into something else once their cycle of life comes to

an end.

6. We will make you recite (O Prophet), L5 M 53 i 6
and you will not forget -

7.  Except what AI-Iah shou-ld will, for He 45 g }W'j*i iu\ A ol G 'j\ 7
knows all that is proclaimed and all
that is hidden. &5

8. And We will ease you toward ease. & Ay sy /’35 8

Allah & is informing His Messenger that he will be taught the Quran with ease so he
should not worry himself with regards to its preservation and deliverance as Allah will
make the Quran firm in his heart and the messenger will not forget it, or miss
conveying any of its verses.

Allah & also foretold Prophet Muhammad that he shall not forget any part of the
Quran except that which Allah has willed for him to forget. Allah knows what His
creation does openly and what they hide, whether it be statements or deeds. None
of their actions are hidden from Him.

Allah 35 guarantees it for His Messenger that He will make the good deeds easy for
him and give him a Law to follow that will be easy upon him and his nation, and Allah
will not place any hardship upon the people and they will not be forced to handle
other than what they can bear.

9. So remind, if the reminder should 6;-0\ - _ 48 o) ;.Le 9
benefit. - 2
10. He who fears (Allah) will be reminded. £ o ;M 10
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So the messenger should remind where reminding is going to be beneficial. From here
we get the etiquette of spreading knowledge, that it should not be wasted upon those
who are not suitable or worthy of it once their attitude makes it clear.

Whoever has even a little fear of Allah in his heart will do his best to remember and
obey his Lord by following the commands of Allah.

11. But the wretched one will avoid it. Guy\ Giaigy 11
12. He who will enter and burn in the Jf:}ﬁ‘ 3‘3\ Lz gsé‘j\ 12

greatest Fire.
13. Neither dying therein nor living. 6_4 Y5 Gd :,}fé N ; 13

The unfortunate one will try to run away from the remembrance of Allah whether due
to the sickness in his heart or due to evil companions.

Such a person will be thrown in the greatest part of Hell-fire where he will keep
burning. He will neither be able to live in that fire due to the severity of the pain, nor
will he die even though he will wish for death so his punishment can come to an end.

14. Truly he has succeeded who purifies @3—’ ey 6 14
himself.
15. And mentions the name of his Lord and 12d o o &5: 15
e & 5 -
prays. b >

As for the one who purifies himself and obeys Allah and His Messenger, and glorifies
Allah and praises Him and then strives to pray his prayers on time and properly, then
this person will have attained the success in this world by managing his affairs
properly and the next life by being among those who will enter Paradise by the Grace
of their Lord.

16. Yet you prefer the worldly life Lg:d\ g\_;j_‘ 05}53 R 16
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17. While the Hereafter is far better and
more lasting!

S0 o 17

Yet the people prefer the life of this world that is short and fleeting and run after it as
if there is no afterlife or any accountability. They busy themselves in amassing wealth,
and do not want to think that there is something better beyond this life waiting for
them.

All that Allah &5 has promised in the afterlife is better in quality and everlasting for all
those who worked in this life for His Sake alone. It means that a person should invest
both in this world and the next according to the time they will be spending in each of
these places.
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Abu Musa Al-Ashari <& reported: The Messenger of Allah % said: “Whoever loves his
worldly life will suffer in his Hereafter, and whoever loves his Hereafter will suffer
in his worldly life. Thus, prefer that which endures over that which is fleeting.”
Musnad Ahmad 19198

18. Indeed, this is in the earlier scriptures. ‘_5,.3‘21\ u:ma-‘\ 60_; s & 18

L

19. The Scriptures of Abraham and Moses. g"}zj ("‘MJ"‘ ¥ 32 19

Allah 35 sent down reminders similar to these verses found in the Quran before in the
earlier scriptures given to several Messengers. They all brought the same message
with them and talked about the afterlife and believe in the Oneness of Allah and
accountability, etc.

Allah & mentions two prophets by name because the primary audiences of Prophet
Muhammad % were his own people of Quraish who believed in Ibrahim 3«8 and the
People of the Book who believed in Ibrahim 328 and Musa 3¢5 because their legacy
begins with Musa 8. By mentioning this fact, Allah is reminding everyone around
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the Messenger that Muhammad did not come with anything new, and they have the
signs in their own books too as a proof against themselves even if they hide it from
others.

So the Quran is not a new message that the people are being commanded to follow,
nor it is something that Prophet Muhammad made up on his own, rather, it was sent
down by Allah as a form of healing and mercy for the believers which the previous
scriptures testified too.
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Review Questions 6

right benefit Aad Musa The Overwhelming Pharaoh
Event
Thamud hardship tranquil | The Most left Ibrahim
High

Fill in the blanks:

. In Surah al-Balad, Allah tells us that mankind has been created in

. In Surah al-Fajr, Allah mentions , ,and

the nation of

. Quran is not a new message for the mankind, similar messages were also sent
with Prophet and

. Allah’s Name al-A’laa means

. The one who believe in the signs of Allah are called the People of the
in Surah al-Balad.

. The ones who deny the signs of Allah are called the People of the
in Surah al-Balad.

. Al-Ghaashiyah is another name of the Day of Judgment which means

. The believing soul will be the soul on the Day of Judgment and

shall enter Paradise with the permission of Allah.
. The one who believe in Allah will from the reminders.

True or False:

) 1. People of the Left are the people standing on the left
side on the Day of Judgment.

) 2. Fajr means the dawn.

) 3. Allah knows all that is apparent and all that is hidden.
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) 4. People of Paradise will be able to see the wonders of
Paradise during their lives in this world.

) 5. The job of the Messenger is only to deliver the Final
Message, and not to force the people into submission.
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Key to Review Questions

Review Questions 1
Fill in the blanks:

Seventeen

Moon, darkness

Sincerity

Guidance

Associate, partner, son, or equal
Envy, jealousy

Whispering

Internally, external

His anger, and misguidance

O oo NOUREWNR

True or False:

False
True
True
True
True
False
True

N o U s wN e

Review Questions 2
Fill in the blanks:

1. Abu Lahab
2. Laziness, show-off
3. Hamd, Tasbeeh
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Abundance

Prayer, sacrifice
Fath Makkah, Islam
Orphans

N o un s

True or False:

False
True
True
True

vk wnh e

False

Review Questions 3
Fill in the blanks:

Crusher

Syria, Yemen

Four

Slanderer, backbiter

Striking Calamity

Fear, hunger

Believe, good deeds, truth, patience
Elephant

. Visit

10.Heavy, Light

O 0o NOUeEWNR

True or False:

1. False
2. True
3. True
4. False
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5.
6.

False
False

Review Questions 4

Fill in the blanks:

O oo NOUeEWNR

Once, ungrateful
Clear proof
Thousand months
Day of Judgment
Worship

Purified, Quran
Makkah

Believe, righteous
al-’Alaq

True or False:

o u A wWwN R

False
True
True
False
True
True

Review Questions 5

Fill in the blanks:

vk wh e

Expand

ad- Duha

Give charity, fears Allah, believes
Withholds, acts self-sufficient, denies
Thamud, Saleh
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© 0 N o

Succeed

Ease

Afterlife, worldly life
Hell-fire

10.She-camel

True or False:

vk wnh e

True
False
False
False
True

Review Questions 6
Fill in the blanks

1.

O o0 NOU»REWN

Hardship

Aad, Thamud, Pharoah
Musa, lbrahim

The Most High

Right

Left

Overwhelming Event
Tranquil

Benefit

True or False:

vk wh e

False
True
True
False
True
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